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Preface

‘ i d violence
Much has been written about the decade of terror an ( .
P le’s view of the “fighters for Khalistan”,

in Punjab. But the peop. _ : _
what the common people observed and exp_enenced in their
v'illage situations remained out of focus. This study presents
a picture of this more or less ignored aspect .of ground reality.
Nothing more. The findings may be startling to many. The

ground reality was different from the social construction of
the struggle by the political elite, the definition given to it by

the Government of India and the interpretations by academics

attuned to value distance

encourage greater respect for field studies w
understanding a complex social phenomenon.

The study would have been impossible without the
cooperation of a large number of people. We would wish to
place on record our gratitude to over 400 people in the 28
villages of our study who sat with us in groups for hours to
share with us what they knew, felt and observed. It may not
be possible to thank them by name. Yet a few of those who
were extremely helpful in establishing our bonafides and
rapport with the people in these villages must be mentioned.
These were Dalbir Singh Bal, Dalbir Singh Cheema, Hardev
Singh, Jagwinder Singh Gill, Mahal Singh, Malkinder Singh,
Rajbir Singh, Sukhdev Singh, Surinder Singh, Gyani Gurdip
Singh_ and Brijesh Sharma. We are grateful to them.

' Rita Chaudhry, Amrik Singh, Sarabjit Singh and Harbir
Singh offered comments on the first draft. We are thankful to
them. Thanks are also due to the friends and scholars who
rf‘adF observations and comments on our presentations of the
fmdmgs"at different seminars and lectures. We must also
thank Vijay Kumar for typing and retyping the drafts of the

from the people. This may hopefully
ith a view to

-manuscript. And finally we express our gratitude to Shri

I\ll)a-;e‘ndr‘a Kumaf, Chairman, Har-Anand publications for his
abiding interest in bringing out the book in its present form.
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iate, however, to st.ate that we t.ake full
i %‘:ﬁappfg:p;esenting, as objectively as possible, the
Fe?p:;ﬂzltiont}; nd views our respondents shared with us.
info
Harish K. Puri
Paramjit Singh Judge
Jagrup Singh Sekhon

Contents

Introduction

Rise of Separatist Violence: An Overview
The Fighters: A Profile

Villages During Terrorism

State and Counter-Terrorism
Involuntary Migrations

People’s Resistance Against Terrorism
Conclusions

References

Index

&8 ¥ & o

111
138
164
184
188
195



Introduction

The ground reality of the Khalistan terrorist movement was
very different from the social construction of that movement
by its leaders and academics on the one hand and by the
Government of India, on the other. So believed the researchers
of this study because of the fact of living close to the field of
operation and our interaction with students from the rural
areas of the districts of Amritsar and Gurdaspur on a regular
basis during the period of terrorist violence in Punjab.
Exploration at the village level seemed imperative if one
wanted to have a closer look at the reality. The present study
was planned with a view to seek answers to a number of
questions. To what extent were the projected idealistic
motives and goals operative? How far did the grievances and
notions of justice and independence for the Sikh community
relate to the plans and actions of the fighters? What was the
general profile of the fighters? What were their social and
political objectives and norms of behaviour? Was religion a
core concern of the fighters? In what manner did the people
relate themselves to the struggle? How far was it a struggle
of the unemployed educated youth? Could the movement be
described in essence as an expression of a democratic will of
the people through violent means? What was the experience
of the common people in the villages during the period of
terrorist violence and counter terrorism by the security forces?
What was the character of resistance of the people against the
movement? Why did it collapse so suddenly? What impact
has it left in the villages?

The value of theories of political violence and terrorism in
Fnderstand'mg, analysing and examining such a phenomenon
is axiomatic. A multitude of scholarly studies of Punjab crisis,
based on diverse explanatory frameworks are available. But
most of these are built on secondary sources and cast in the

J
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10 k for explaining “ethnic
red framework. ! .
mould of a f-a}”:-::view of the existing literature un:ier!;pes
conflict”. A briE & T d approaches for understanding
significant insig how and why of the specific

g I'Olmd what, N
quesnon:n(::tr;df:w of these covered the profiles and the
phenomt :

gy rs, and the worldview that
patterns of thinking E;tije :oclt:s and actions. What these
dete@ined b assver is a field-view of “terrorism”— the
studies Jackec, hom;e f iés internal logic and the perceptions
loca} vﬂlag?tgzlbt:’c’:m‘:s and the non-victims, and the constant,
Ofvmag;ﬁérvers of the unfolding drama. Though the
close Omsent of Khalistan as the objective of tl_le am-!ed
acmev;ee was announced in April 1986—fo!lowmg which
strugg] organisations with the name of Khahstan,. such as
.g:lﬁmnr(g:ommando Force (KCF), Bhindra_nwale Tiger Force
of Khalistan (BTFK), Khalistan Liberation Force (KLF),
Khalistan Armed Force (KAF) were created — it is generally
believed that the terrorist violence was mohvgted by t'hat
purpose from the beginning. Ina recent_confessmnal review
of the Khalistan struggle, Daljit Singh (Bittoo), the then hgad
of (a faction of) the All India Sikh Studt.enis Federation
(AISSF), observed that Sant Jamail Singh Bhindranwale 1'md
been articulating the urge for “independence of the Sikh

i

nation . . . from the beginning”. .
By the end of 1992, over 25,000 people were estimated to

have been killed in the terrorist and counter-terrorist violence
in Punjab. The reported annual toll rose menacingly from 598
during 1986 to 3,788 in 1990, 4,768 in 1991, and came down
marginally to 3,629 during 1992.2 The killings were
accompanied by large scale, (mostly unreported) kidnappings
for ransom, extortions, and cases of molestation and rape of
women. A pervasive and consuming sense of fear and
helplessness possessed the virile and fun loving people of
Punjab in a vicious grip forged by the armed gangs of the
‘“terrorists’ on the one hand and an atrocious, “weak-strong”
police composed largely of people of the same community on
the other. Ironically, a vast majority of those who paid the
heaviest price in terms of loss of life or honour at the hands
of the “terrorists” belonged to the Sikh community. But
conversely it was also the result of their resistance and

Introduction 1

determined support to the state police that most of the
#yerrorists” were killed or arrested during 1991 and 1992,

Whereas the scale of terrorist activities was wide, the real
nerve centre of activity was the rural areas of the state, It is
now estimated that more than 700 villages of Punjab had close
encounters with terrorist violence. The number of villages
seriously affected by it constituted a small proportion. Their
pumber, according to an assessment made by the Punjab
police, was 268 from a total of over 12,000 villages (less than
3 per cent). These villages came under 75 of the 245 Police
Stations in the state, 70 per cent of these being from the four
police districts of Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Batala and Majitha
[the universe of our present study] that lie on the border with
Pakistan.®

An exploratory field study was conducted during 1994-95
in two areas manifesting broadly dissimilar features. One of
these areas in which 45 terrorists operated consisted of two
clusters of 10 and 11 villages including two market towns.
This covered the villages between Chowk Mehta (headquarter
of Sant Bhindranwale’s Damdami Taksal) in the north and
Beas in the south. Village Butala which constituted the central
place of hiding and planning of operations was in the middle
of this area. The other area included only one village,
Sultanwind, described by many as “mini-Khalistan” during
1988-92. Close to the city of Amritsar, this village enjoyed the
dubious distinction of producing 30 active terrorists, one of
whom was a member of a Panthic Committee.

The study followed an inductive method. No hypothesis
was considered necessary in view of the exploratory nature of
the project. The responses to questions raised in one meeting
became the source for modification or/and enlargement of the
scope of investigation by the conversational interview method.
Itinvolved extensive open-ended and unstructured interviews
with seven of the terrorists who had surrendered to the police,
members of the families of 12 terrorists who had been killed
by the police, 13 police officials of different ranks from a
constable to an Ifspector General of Police including an ASI
incharge of an interrogation centre; 5 of the shopkeepers who
had been kidnapped for ransom, 10 of those who had been
paying regular extortion (protection) money; 8 members of
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12 towns and had returned
, jprated to nearby tO!

families which I;f;‘; H;Eﬁbers of 3 families whose homes h?:!d

to the area in l‘d' ' olaces or transit halts by the terrorists; 4

been used as hiding P hs (members) of elected village

i nd Panc

Sarpanchs (gh;;fz)l;ers which included shopk.eepe;s, tractor
councﬂf;;;\ dealers, rice sheller owners, chemists/druggists,
spare p '

hool and college teachers, retired government officials and
sc

farmers. e ation was directed towards

b fm'ls"(')fl tl‘k:iel:{:,“t?aesn:iIignalgn of the phenomenon. This
gainiggd anal ::rt;uluz crutiny of the profiles of inflividtfal
:n:::ﬁsts their motivations or/and obj‘ectwa-ﬁ, thfnr socio-
) ic packground, earlier political oqentatlons, if any, the
o i ted in, their behaviour patterns and the
i th?f, E:hr:t?\):ho wére directly or indirectly affected
g;rct;itilrotctivities. The choice reg_arding who should be
interviewed followed leadsbplrlov:d;c‘i_ me a sequence of
i iews through the snow-ball technique. o
mter'l-vl.::w:xpeﬁefces and the findings of the pfelumnary
investigation, later published‘ became the raison d’etre olf the
present field study. Before presenting our plan, the defined
areas of study and the methodology employed by us, an
overview of the scholarly literature available on the subject is
imperative, For this reason, this chapter has been divided i1:|to
two parts. In the first part the available literature on Punjab
crisis has been reviewed; the second part focusses on the plan
of investigations and our field experience.

I. Review of Literature

Significant theoretical explanations of the reasons of
terrorist violence have been attempted by a number of scholars
from Hannah Arendt in her classic On Violence (1964) and
Thomas Thomton in “Terror As a Weapon of Political
Agitations” (1964) to Robert Ted Gurr, Why Men Rebel (1970),
Martha Crenshaw in “The Causes of Terrorism” (1981) and
Walter Laqueur in The Age of Terrorism (1987).°

Whereas Arendt forcefully argued that the acquisition
and exercise of power is the principal reason for all kinds of
violence including terrorism, riots, revolution and greed based
crime, Thornton analysed the distinct reasons and advantages
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of terrorist violence in “internal war” situations. Ted Gurr's
series of hypotheses related to his major and rather popular
#Relative Deprivation” paradigm centered on the subjective
or psychological discontent Wh_l(fh made individuals and
communities amenable to mobilisation for a recourse to
violence. Social scientists studying terrorism, broadly following
Lacqueurs’s definition of terrorism as “the use of covert
violence by a group for political ends”, regarded it as a part
of political strategy or politics by other means.

Walter's Terror and Resistance (1969) and Duvall and
Stohl’s “Governance by Terror” (1988) tended to develop a
general theory focussed almost exclusively on “Regime terror”.
The persuasive argument about seeing terrorism as a “social
invention” and a “political choice”, advanced the search for
a diagnostic explanation of terrorist violence.®

In the course of an examination of available explanations,
Crenshaw, who focussed mainly on insurgent terrorism,
found rationality as the key factor in the choice of the terrorist
method. Both the preconditions of the social, political and
economic contexts on the one hand and the precipitant factors
immediately preceding the onset of terrorist violence on the
other, required serious consideration in making sense of the
phenomenon. However, her conclusion that this may not be
the result of mass discontent or deep cleavage in society is
particularly insightful. There may be a variety of divergent
and variant combinations of factors that contributed to the
terrorist violence in a society. Two significant determinants,
according to her, were how far a society in its actual life
permitted violence and how disaffected were the community’s
elite who could often successfully arrogate to themselves the
power and privilege to make decisions on behalf of the
majority.” Juergensmeyer in his recent comparative study of
religious terrorism finds that in certain cases the purpose of
terrorist violence may not be only strategic but also
prominently symbolic in its effect, as for instance, in the
bombing of World Trade Centre in USA. Discussing what he
describes as “performance violence . . . invoking the idea of
theatre” in “religious terrorism,” he observes that “they are
dramatic shows, but ones that can have a transformative effect
on those who commit them and those who are affected by



Terrorism in Punjab

14
em, both di .
tuhnd'ar'sland ing of such ter_rorns::
the internal logic of conwctlmr:e,s
of approval: There a:e cultures,
extent a way Of hfe‘. wl
Despite meaning u
contemporary studies, it Was 2
they were no. yet close to a sa

phenomenon of terrorism.
errorist Violence in Punjab

i1able Explanations of T o
Ava"l[laliorismp in Punjab or “Punjab Crisis’ has '.DEE.II the
ub]'ezt of a number of quickly produced journalistic and
s

oh .« with a semblance of explanation alluding
dacn];t?vﬁgsft:;:)?s,“;ﬂh as Tully and Jacob Amritsar: Mrs.
t('j‘)ml:lt;‘i:i’sl;ast Battle, and the more analytical, Akbar’s The Siege
Within. Some of the more recent studies — prominent among
these being Narayanan’s Tryst ynth Tmor (1996), Gurpree:t
Singh's Terrorism: Punjab’s Recurring N:g_htnmre (1_996), Genesis
of Terrorism: An Analytical Study of Punjab Terrorists bl); Dang
(1988) and K.P.S. Gill's, Knights of Faffsehaod f1997) have
focussed on the ground level empirical reality tending to
explain what happened and why it so happened.. These
studies are more or less independent of the thfaoretlcal and
methodological baggage of a social scientist: It may be
appropriate, however, to first review the theorenc‘ally o.ner!ted
explanations by well trained and established social scientists,
now available in books, chapters and articles in research
journals. Whereas most of these studies take note of multiple
interrelated factors, the variations in emphasis and the
frameworks of explanation are inevitable., These may be
discussed broadly under the following categories.

directly”. Central to the
are the “cultures of violence”,
social support and the stamp
«where violence is t0 some

rectly and in

new insights available in
felt, as Crenshaw observed, that
factory explanation of the

1. Primacy of Culture/Religion

One of the widely held premises relating to social and
political dynamics in South Asia is that contrary to the
ideology of secularism, religion is central to all activity in the
secular domain." Juergensmeyer accordingly viewed the
“bloody rebellion on the part of the Sikhs” as “a religious
revolt against secular ideology which often accompanies a

troduction
In .

modern state”.” Religious nationalism was to him, in fact
global phenomenon. What happened in Punjab w;;s art’é;
the pattern. On the “personal leve]” the militancgr a:d
recourse to violence in Punjab was a consequence of heightened
tension between faith of religious vision and the Jack of faith
spawned by the modemist, secular, Western attitude to Jife
~On the cosmic level”, it was “a battle between truth and evi]';
or a response to the threat posed to the identity and moral
vision of the Sikhs.” However, when the absolutism of
religion blends with the potency of modem politics
Juergensmeyer warns “the combination can be incendiary” u
The reasons of “the religious nationalists” are, according io
him, available in “the opinions of politically active religious
leaders”."” Therefore according to him the sermons of Sant
Bhindranwale offered clues to the “religious sensibilities of
the militants and their political implications”. ' Accordingly
the logic of social dynamics reflected in whatactually happene(f
and why the ‘Sikh militants’ were destined to act the way they
did, appeared less relevant. An enquiry into how politics
happened has been ignored. Therefore what made a particular
kind of religious leaders, constituted into more active religio-
political roles as against the others did not appear to be
important to explanation of the “revolt”. Nordoes he consider
it necessary to draw a distinction between religion as a way
of life and religion as an ideology or to examine the socio-
historical context in which the latter becomes more legitimate
and powerful than religious faith.

Pettigrew, who has been engaged in the study of the
social dynamics of Sikh community and its politics since the
publication of her highly regarded Robber Noblemen 20 years
ago, also viewed the upsurge as “an idealistic movement”.
However, the political practice rooted in social dynamics
which was completely at odds with the proclaimed idealism
was, to her, a far more potent determinant of their politics.
Whereas the ‘guerrilla warfare’ was, according to her, fuelled
ny a strong reaction to the state terror and violence, the Jat
Sikh values made it only impulsive and controlled by “village
rustics” who had local, small time agendas of personal power,
vengeance or glamour. Therefore, as she observes, “the Sikh
account of their political activities cannot be accorded the
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status of an explanation”.
responded more to indivi i
tradition.”

Pettigrew took serious note
aspect of the patterning of valu
Sikhs. That is which determine

it was lived. “Fetishism of culture”
: wa
;iltliil_)tlie ap})roach_ towards an understarnsdi:-lhge“:;l;ore Fo-t 3
5 ities of the Sikhs. Accordingly, in her stud }ff e
ces based on extended interviews with te Ml
Khalistan Commando Force, o e, the

P ] : she tried to go be
symbolic universe”. The character of the mogvemei(tua:ﬂdt'ht:
1

cogrse of action, as she discovered, w i
thvmg individualism, family feuds, ve:cf;eftz;e;?&nfg b a
in guns and popularity”.' Tending to put all the ?temst
st_rata Into a cast-iron mould she observes that “As a i
Sikhs well deserve Locke’s caption “possessive individffl?fl?
Therefore, by their very nature, the militant organ o
rooted in the political culture of rural areas, w e T

p ingy v » were found to
have “no basis in political ideology”; “their bonding wa
purely personal” and their activities and linkages had little ts
do with the act of resistance. Her prescription that to b:
successful, the “Sikh revolution”, had “to free itself of
cultural and historical constraints”, ** appeared to conceptualise
a fancied history beyond facts.

Since culture is not a given tight mould but a process, the
distinction which Clifford Geertz made between “the force”
of a cultural pattern and “the scope” determined by the ‘range
of social contexts® is relevant. “The intensity of belief” i.e. the
thoroughness with which religion and culture are internalized
and come to order behaviour and action may be related to the
social and political context. The importance of the “contextual
causation” in explaining the Punjab crisis is more clearly the
argument in the explanations that follow.

of factionalism as a
es and tradition

N essentia)

! among th
d, according to her, tht;g li.f?:st

2. Political Economy/ Modermnization Breeds Religious/
Cultural Conflict.
Common to the large number of studies under this broad
framework is a premise that it is misleading to see the roots
of violence in Punjab in religion or culture. The apparently
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§ consequence of the CTisis
. | iisitienr B odernisation
eligion‘dﬂv‘?n pby the processes unlea-sh'ed by muﬁn saton
re ated insocie’y omy. To Leaf, it1s the souring
creat in the e::on of Hope” ; the turning of the rare
e ‘s history into a blight,?' which
; reas ing to him,
the explanation- The on, accgrdmagttems ™
.. central 1O . een two alternativé p :
Jies in the basit ©0 ' being the Indian state’s mod'el
Dc deve} .21 domination of agricuﬂllmrethanc‘is ,]I:}E:
e
entered 07 - iputive agenda and the other, h
fhreatenu‘l g rfdllzt;list pattern of economic development
Communil‘)’ ol andpur Gahib Resolution of 1973. The crisis
i A'?the clash between two visiqns pf tjle future
olitical and social constitution™.
i I:s the argument of the social and po!ltu?al
More perias = dictions of the capitalist

i contra
o ::gey.u;sh:arflgr simplistic and evidently popular
agﬁ‘?ulmre ?;I;ed the violence as a consequence of large s:(’:ale
vers:onlex'fnent particularly of the educated youth —‘the
:}?ﬁg:-gnoif Green revolution”. An awareness of these costs

had given the earl_y ID/TF—Wor!d Bank p*rlesth];)odf r;lgehlt‘mars
«red revolution following on the heels o green
of ¥ ol until they were assured by serious scholars and
t in countries like India, it might rather result
o-cultural strife than class war.”
f capitalist agriculture inch_:c’ied the
accentuation of inequalities as new op:portumhes only
privileged the better endowed section of big farmers. It a_lso
led to large scale unemployment spawned by time saving
mechanical devices and the exclusion of small and marginal
farmers. The increasing economic clout of the rich landlords,
sometimes described as Kulaks, whetted their appetite for
greater share in political power. Moreso, because centralization
of decision-making in a whole range of a gricultural operations,
trade and pricing of inputs and outputs spelled decreasing
returns of the investment.It was therefore argued that in their
battle against the Indian State allegedly controlled by the
industrial bourgeoisie, these capitalist farmers turned to utilize
religious issues for mobilising the poor peasantry around
notions of discrimination against the Sikh community.**

revolution”,
in manifestly religi
The wages ©
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Of the dynamifﬁ‘ and

jve critique ing underlying
18 rehensive ¢ .tical planning
[n a MOTE C;’tmhz social and:’gl;\iva forcefully atrg::; t::att
enc ; andan: - “not just s s bu

O“Séﬁlen Revoluhoﬂi:med at eng?“eenngnmﬁs:ion of control
th‘: new techn a“u_The iI\evﬁZ‘:le :f\d prices of goods,
relahon : .Onsf m ! . . - and hi h
5(;0:111 agricu luS:c;S lbOth ”ecologlFal l;;semgl:;tﬁlopmegt.
according : t;lur' ;;aading to ;nsﬁ:\sig;:mms of investment

rability d dec -
;;ll:Zzed by heavy iegff]:jrally disoriented by the spread of

d an

)
on the oné han the farmers felt severely

ther, :
; ]tureontheo : ught by this
a dt’—_ge,r'eratl\"ri;uviolence in ?““lab T:rbi?isgh the¥efore
vicnmlzid- .cal fix”. According to
utechno Og

:ts roots in religion” ’
#misleading” t0 locate 1 “the disparities of political power
Kothari underl‘medd - restructuring” which Jed to the
created by the “tacitan 01; ontrol over knowledge”. The
farmers’ “sudden losg 0 | nsecurities (wiichy it created)
resulting multiclimenstmrr;la:l i of the ‘miracke of Green
were “the hzlsd‘:;’; t;); Fi‘arger context was provided by”what
Rewlum?s J as the “statelessness of the Indian state”, the
?‘e ‘.iﬁc.n el crisis or “a collapse of the state at l.ower reaches
1nsh‘7uF10“,é,l ¥ The thrust of the explanations 11‘- th? above
= Soaet)r(k' is that the discontent and the dlsﬂ]usmnmept
framev:;)d by socio-economic change created .the context in
»:}!:iir; Sant Bhindranwale’s combative 21;hetonc was able to
secure ready supporters and adherents. ot which
Robin Jeffrey focusses on the peculiar imp e
modernization made in Punjab, m_the context of the spec h:ﬂ
of cultural orientation. The Punjab, as he .underhnes, .
been accustomed to violence for a very lon.g ’nmei
Modernization accentuated the stress on t_he hlsto-r)-r of
victimhood and martyrdom including “invention of tradition
through recent writing of “Rhetorical Histo_ly”. “The yeasty
innovations of the past twenty years”, which added to the
“basic, yet volatile ingredients”, helped in the p.henomenal
upsurge of religious revival and violence.” The importance
of the latter has also been the subject of serious scholarl;ln
attention by Sudhir Kakkar (1995) and Veena Das' (1992).
Urbanisation, consumerism, economic differentiation, and
I

-argument which appeared to ha
. by Madan, Juergensmeyer,

Ppolitical prescriptions and
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more importantly, the revolution in communication and
technical innovations including availability of more lethal
weapons, created a heady mix of desperation, religious sanction
of violence and striking fire power. Describing it as “the perils
of prosperity”, Jeffrey underlines “the frightening lessons of
Punjab” by stressing that “the ferment of modernization was

capable of generating religious revival, ethnic conflict and
secession”.”!

3. State Intervention: Contextualising Militant Ethnicity

The central point of this framework was the significance
of the post partition choice of the basis of India’s unity for
explaining the separatist conflicts in the country. The historical
impulses for the Sikh militancy have been explained with
reference to the denial of “communal safeguards” and
centralisation of power. Dipankar Gupta, however, focussed
on such intervention made by the Indian state and the ruling
Congress party as created the context of “special features of
the occasion”. These contributed to the development of what
he terms the “Ethnic Imago”, leading to widespread violence.

The Punjab agitation was according to him pushed into
militant ethnicity and Violence by the Centre, by “the cynical
political manipulation” by the Congress. Arguing against the
“primacy of cultural logic”, he posits the crucial third
dimension of state and the ru

_ _ ling Congress, to the ‘dyad’ of
the S'1kh ethnic self and the “other”, advancing what he
described as “a triadic framework” 2 It was the role of the

third dimension which created the context in which the
particular  Sikh response could be adequately explained.
What happened was not a “structural inevitability” - an

ve beenadvanced or supported
Leaf, Kakkar and Das on the one
hand and Shiva on the oth

er. But, as against their arguments
central to Gupta’s explanation was the context of the state’s

: pursuits—the failure of three
attempts at negotiated settlement; the operations “Blue Star”

an_d “Wood .R'ose”, the massacre of the Sikhs in 1984 and the
?ﬁlmz t: qm;s;; ;he Opportunity offered by “Operation Black
under” in — which determined i i

itada ¥ the particular kind of
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;ﬁtervention Yy th? . power in Union-state relanops,
oppressive centra Ftunism of the Akali and the otlher S;kh
d the sheer OPPO .can version of such explanations
an ite P",lmsmr General of Police KPS Gill* He
comes from Pu-nj:‘:)fs tEf‘:e‘;crism exclusively to ﬂ:_ 40 Yt';ar 1‘;‘1:%
attribut%_':he n:nd poﬁﬁcal pmpaga:nda 'fee ing the :
machinations 2 diet of mythical suffering, victimization,
n

Colm“mtiitynoof the malevolent “other” and also of a ghetto
constructio j

jef i divinely ordained
i dary belief in the
uuzn_““llt)’-f ﬂTgeKifaglig tor}s’ubdue the ad.versary(\gl am;
destiny °vereign power added, accordmig.toh ; ,theﬁ thr
fml(t)i)f(icjx(:ion for violence. But the terrorsts ha
jus

das. They could be dealt with only by a superior state
agendas.

f Gill predictably glossed over the socio-historical
orce.

framework of the conflict and terrorism by the state and its
conseque_nci‘-lmenm view tends to give an impression oé

ell;;:}‘fasis on the machinations of political 1_ealdzrzs et\iso i
(t)t‘:e mass of followers is always gull.ible.37 The crucia 1 imaﬁdl;
however, related to the definition given tothe eélsnt?egand o
and the choices which decision makers at the Cen
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within the community made from the options available on
particular occasions.*

A significant question is raised by Subrata Mitra: “Why do
the explanations of the rise of the Sikh militancy have little to
do with the causes of its decline”?® It seeks an answer.
Because no significant change had been noticed in relation to
the variety of reasons and causes of its rise highlighted by the
ideologues, academics and intellectuals. No wonder that in
the recent confessional review of the movement, one of the
ideologues explains the decline in terms of ideological
weaknesses, political immaturity of the leadership and the
logic of the gun.** To Pettigrew, as discussed earlier it is a
problem of “discrepancy” between ideals and practice. The
movement was defeated not by the use of extraordinary
power by the state, but precisely “by the features of traditional
rural society”.*! It may be worth examining, however, how far
the features of the social dynamics go into the conceptualisation
of the very ideals and idealism by the leaders and ideologues.
Gill's portrayal of the leaders and actors as “Knights of
Falsehood” may be described as partisan. It could as well be
taken as a provocation to the scholars as well as leaders of the
movement to rethink such ideas and ideals which he describes
as “falsehood” in terms of their dialectical relationship with

such traditions.

A few of the writings based on observation or interviews
with the terrorists and the common people pointed towards
the ground reality. One of these is Satya Pal Dang’s above
mentioned early publication which directs attention to the
dubious role of the Congress and the Akali leaderships, and
the profiles of a number of terrorists, exposing the lie about
their idealism.?

Gurpreet Singh'’s reportage of his interviews with a large
number of terrorists and members of their families, in Terrorism:
Punjab’s Recurring Nightmare provides a measure to examine
Gill’s (police) version of their motivation and actual behaviour
pattern. The report tends to underline the particular features
of Jat Sikh society — “natural pride”, assertion of the macho
image and the motivations of the terrorists. The context for

" #eryorism, as he observes, was created by a combination of

socio-econornic and political features “which brought about a




Terrorism in Punjab
use of violence”.®

ruation warm -+ violence ma
that thesitua (::: . e of texronst v1;)1en y
) o
; een B} of such a consens f the
The link betw . nd fall 0 tive observers 0

& iolence
des that tl:le vio

v:: ax‘:d order vanety than a
n ideology and a _clear]y
; e media in @ﬁhng;he
' pecoming their uUnWiling
blackimal b; the e ar:il :g::ributed to the escalation of

a 2 .

to explain
”C’l’isxiP; of govemamfe ’

ion, ora ré ; ifferently. In fact many

l;le: orl’l;:ple in the field :";fthﬁﬁ';g:x;g:m andy their academic

tributed to confusion in the undﬁfsmfdmtﬁ i

o A major part of the reason .laY Pe; al;nse: ho;'lz
Eeé‘étﬁ;e from the field both in physical an P

terms.
OF STUDY
OPE AND METHOD . _
IL E:IE Sr(::esent study was planned following the field
expeﬁ:mg during a preliminary exploration in two different

in 1994-95. .
alrmlst ﬁcl]?lded collection of data and observations of the

ple in each selected village on the 5?1111:;1113 variables with
i their own :
regardi)o?cll)é;:ﬁil:tlil:z ;?m listing of the mundas (boys) who
joined the movement and took to ter.rorism;

ii) the socio-economic and demographic backgrolu_nd,
traits, behaviour patterns, religious and pohpcal
orientation/ affiliation of the “boys” and the perceived
reasons/impulses for joining;

iii) the variety of actions launched in the village;

iv) the targets and victims;

v) the extentand character of migration from the village;

vi) the related context of caste/community structure and
social dynamics; ;
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vii) the actions and conduct of the police/other security

forces in the village during the period and

viii) the cases of individual or group resistance against the

terrorists and /or the police and the character of
armed or passive resistance.

The thrust of our investigation has been to discover
whether and how far one can establish a relationship between
the Sikh ideological discourse and the mode of terrorist
activities? Was there a congruence between the ideology of
Khalistan as articulated by the leaders and intellectuals and
the motivation, traits and actions of the terrorists? It was
assumed that if that was the case a terrorist action could be
logico-meaningfully connected with the objective of realisation.
of Khalistan. The purpose was to understand terrorism as a
process. Evidently what we were now looking for was not the
police version. Nor was it the views and information available
from the ideologues of Khalistan, but a more immediate view
from the grassroots level. The source of our data and other
information about the terrorists from the selected villages as
well as the activities of the terrorists and of the police would
be the people of those particular villages who had witnessed
the history in its making. The process began by identifying
certain key variables in the examination of reality at the
grassroots level. For example, it was an a priori explanation
in the dominant political discourse that the Punjab problem
was a consequence of “the large scale unemployment of
educated youth”. The hypothesis needed substantiation.

As a corollary to the above, the knowledge of socio-
economic and demographic background of the terrorists
became essential. In fact, it was necessary to examine as far
as possible all the dimensions of the lives of the terrorists who
belonged to the area of investigation. This covered a wide
range of their reasons for joining the movement, their age at
the time of joining, the time span from the moment they were
recruited to the day they died or surrendered to the police,
their economic position, political affiliations.and ideology.

Since religion assumed the centre stage in the social and
political affairs of Punjab the problem was generally perceived”

~as a “Sikh problem”. The notion of Khalistan, theoretically
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the terrorist movement in Punjab? Thls could be a gui ;
probing the theory and practice of militancy. In this regard,

the caste background of those who joined terrorism, the

disputes about land ownership or/and inter-family enmty
were relevant issues for examination. These could be pointers

to the range and depth of support and /or oppo':aition to the
movement among the Sikh masses. We al_sf) t09k into ac_count
those cases where the individuals/families in the ylllages
organised and armed themselves and stoot.:l up against the
terrorists, whether as a result of their ideological opposition to
religion based or theocratic separatism as in the case of the
communists or because of a spontaneous sense of affront to
their dignity.

Finally, the reaction of the Indian state constituted an

in influencing the
assumption is that t

important aspect of the study. How did the state agencies,

handle or deal with militancy and terrorism in Punjab? The
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police, para-military forces such as_CRPF and BSF, and even
the army were deployed on a massive scale and armed with
extraordinary power. “Operation Bluestar” in 1984 was an
action of the army; “Operation Black Thunder” in 1988 was
mainly an operation conducted by the state police force. The
encounters between the terrorists and the police, real or false,
constituted an element in the examination of the state reaction.
Gimilarly, the general conduct of the police with regard to
village people during raids in the villages, their treatment of
the suspects and the detenues and the alleged extortion for
bribes etc. required an investigation.

In the light of these parameters of inquiry, it was
necessary to work out comprehensive and workable methods
for data collection. The first task—by no means easy — was
to identify the area of investigation. There was hardly any
district which remained untouched by militancy. In fact, it
extended beyond Punjab in India and even to parts of the
outside world. The migration of the Sikhs to various parts of
the world, particularly the Western capitalist countries,
provided the necessary climate for terrorism in Punjab to
acquire international proportions. The bombing of Kanishka,
an Air India aeroplane, was one of the instances of its
becoming international in scope. Our focus had to be on the
villages of Punjab. Among these there was a wide variation
in the intensity and duration of terrorism. Selection of the area
and of villages within the area was essential. It had to be
manageable in the context of the time available for the
investigation and the resource constraint aggravated by the
absence of any institutional financial assistance.

Being located at Amritsar many of us were personal
witnesses to the movement. Nobody can deny the centrality
of Amritsar in the affairs of the Sikh community. In any case,
the selection of Amritsar district would have been a natural
choice because no other district of Punjab witnessed such a
sustained and severe turbulence from 1978 to 1992. The
revenue and administrative district of Amritsar consisted of
three police districts, viz. Amritsar, Majitha and Tarn Taran.
The northern parts of Ferozepur district, and the Batala region
of Gurdaspur district also remained disturbed throughout
this period. We decided to confine our study to the 3 police
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f variables included the following:

ble number of terrorists .

(1) A considera f the people of the village

(2) A large number of killings 0

terrorists. . _ .
(3 Ililyumerous police raids, killings and investigations.

(4) Noticeable encounters between the police and the

terrorists. .
5) A considerable number of mi
(6) Resistance to terrorists.

(7) A village noticed asa promine

during the period. .
(8) Certain urban or semi urban areas considered

significant on the above counts.
A list of villages identified by the number of variables was
prepared. It was decided to initially select nine villages from
each of the 4 police districts in view of the representation of
the above variables. This was done in anticipation of the
possible reluctance of the people from a particular village to
provide the required level of information. In fact, this
methodological consideration proved to be right. It was
found that in the absence of meaningful informal contact or
building of some rapport in a particular village we were
treated with suspicion. The listed villages from where the
information was finally collected are included in Table |
alongwith the population of each village according to 1991
Census. \

grations from the village.

nt hotbed of terrorism

(¢Y)
(i)
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Table I : List of the selected vj i
Population according to the po[‘i’z-leladgi‘:irj::[h
$.No. Police Village :
District Selectid Size}:?‘::rgf:ii'ﬁ; to
_ 1991 Census
1. Amritsar
(i) Basarke 2324
(ii) Harsha Chhina 5239
(idi) Jheeta Kalan 4076
(iv) Miran Kot 3339
(v) Thande 1751
(vi) Urban Area  Sultan Wind Not available
(vii) “ Wadali Guru Not available
2. Majitha
(i) Butala* 2242
(i) Rajpura* 1909
(i) Narangpur* 875
(iv) Kammoke* 1301
w) Kaleke 2263
(vi) Mattewal 2276
(vii) Sathiala 7243
(Yi-ii) Sehnsra 4008
1(ix) Vadala Kalan 4197
(x) Vadala Veerum 3869
3. Tarn Taran
(M) Bagrian 2480
(E) Gharyala 6447
(pl) Mianwind 1988
(iv) Naushera Pannuan
(\{) Rataul 2791
(vi) Sur Singh 8491
(vi) Urban Area Bikhiwind Not available
4. Batala

Butter Kalan 1397
Cheema Khudi 2539
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28 _ Populatlion
- village Gize according to
5.No. ;ﬂﬁd Selected 1991 Census
2093
Dayalgarh 1193
(iv) Kashtiwal 2309
W) Khojala
(vi)) Uchoke"; N
(vid ( opu]al‘ y
a}; UthRE) 2544
W village, viz. Butala.

" four villages ha iitha police district, but owing
- ﬁlclmmaﬁ; tne village falls under MaFCee B % as been included

oY gt
to its closeness with the Batala police dis
(o] d

here.

]a was not the only village as shown in Table

In fact, Buta of villages was subsumed.

; f which a cluster e
!l"}l\n thivgi‘i:eo?her villages also where such conditions were
ere

: g mber of villages,

prevalent. Harsha Chhénﬂ: CS:};:&?,];?;E and Kukram;gvali
viz,, Ucha ;(ﬂa;iﬂim Harsha Chhina to form five hamlets.
v\{hlgh had m hera Pannuan has Chaudhariwala as a
Syatan N'aus Basarke and Bhaini, as well as Mianwind
ccmtig;cau‘s;l Vsllll-:gr:twin" illages. For the study, the events and
b anes which were examined assumed the existence of
(;lt;l:;l' 13?1?ages as one, since the boundaries were absent.
Furthermore, some of the villages, such as Vadala I.<alan,
Sathiala and Sur Singh had a large number 0.f ham]_lets without
any nomenclature. Such expansionslof various yﬂlages area
phenomenon of the agrarian dynamics. Following the Green
Revolution many landowners in Punjab have moved out to
their farms to establish farm-houses known.as .df:’ras. . In
certain cases this phenomenon had started earlier giving birth
to new villages. These deras had distinct experiences of
terrorism in comparison with the villages.

There was one common feature of the villages selected for
the study. All the villages have two prominent castes, viz.,
Jats and Mazhbis. Both are essentially Sikhs. The only
exceptions were that of Kashtiwal and Dayalgarh where the
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people of that caste group are Christians. Basarke has a
numerical preponderance of Kumhars but combined with
Bhaini the Jats and Mazhbis dominate. A numerica]
preponderance of the two castes in the villages selected for the
study has been found to be a common feature of the villages
in Amritsar district and the Batala -

region of Gurdaspur
district. In a way, such a combination was one aspect of

terrorism in this area. The relationship between the Jats and
the Mazhbis was not a simple economic equation of the
Jandowner and the landless cultivator/labourer but had
cultural features of relationship. Under the jajmani system
the Jat and the Mazhbi formed a traditionally durablé
relationship. The Mazhbi generally demonstrated intense
Joyalty to his Jandowner to the extent of sharing his friends
and foes.

After the selection of villages, the final step was to collect
information. For this purpose an interview schedule was
constructed. However, the schedule was prepared not with
a view to conduct interviews of either the terrorists or the
individuals belonging to these villages. An empirical
examination of a social process such as a movement or
terrorism has always been problematic. In a majority of
empirical studies the standard pattern is to interview the
participants in the movement. In the present study this was
not feasible. Most of the terrorists were dead. (We had
interviewed surrendered terrorists for the preceding
exploratory study and discovered that later day rationalisation
had gone into shaping their responses). In any case given our
objective, we were looking for the village view of terrorism.
Separate interviews with a representative number of people in
the village were also not suitable to our purpose. We wanted
quantitative and verifiable information, not the subjective
views and opinions of particular people. For us the village
was to be taken as a microcosm, treating all occurrences and
events as data to be collected.

Keeping in mind these issues and problems, we decided
to construct a village schedule covering comprehensive
information about the village in general and terrorism in
particular. Subsequently, we visited 28 villages; a few of them
were clusters of several villages. To fill up the village schedule
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another visit.

the spot

- Expe:en;:d investigation provides a rich t_expe.rienr:e in
qene;aﬂf);}em people and encountering sogal situations
n~:eetmg nknown to a researcher. Investigating terrorism,
e ts the researcher in a difficult situation wh_gre one
hoWewr’epti“;nes sense even a threat to one’s life. Pa-rtlcularly
$;§:Oglespite the end of terrorism, certain queries could
emba;'ass different kinds of peoph? or conversly,f arous?
apprehensions of the police. The'd_lsappearance 0 ]aswc;u}
Singh Khalra, a Human Rights Activist, may _be unders;:): in
this context. At that time, he was mvesngatmg.the unknown
and unidentified terrorists killed by tl"\€ police. We were
fortunate that in spite of the questigmng loo.ks and_ body
language confronted by us initially in eac'h village, it was
possible to gradually develop a rapport with the people.
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Visiting various villages was a novel experience in another
sense also. We noticed that the villages were distinctly
marked by a large number of Gurdwaras. Subsequently, we
began to collect information regarding the number of religious
places in each village. We found that there were two kinds of
Gurdwaras. In some villages there were Gurdwaras which
had historical significance. And there was generally -one
Gurdwara for each Mohalla. Since the population was also
segregated along the caste lines, it meant that different castes
had their own Gurdwaras, called Gurdwaras of Mazbhis or
Ramgarhia Gurdwara. The practice seemed to be in apparent
defiance of the ideal of equality among the Sikhs. It was
further revealing to note that the Sikh respondents were
markedly conscious of their caste identities. Invariably the
profile of the village was described in terms of the number of
families of each caste group. Since most of the respondents
were Jats, they were quick to point out the caste background
of non-Jat terrorists, something which we considered odd.
They would invariably forget initially to mention the terrorists
who belonged to the Mazhbi caste. Whenever we tended to
make detailed inquiries about the Mazhbi terrorists, the
response was invariably cryptic. They would say, “Oh! Jita?
yes, he also joined the boys. He did nothing big, he was
involved in petty cases of looting”. Ajit Singh becoming ‘Jita’,
or reference to some as only bhangar oramli (addicted to hemp
or opium) capable of committing only small crimes became an
indicator of the caste prejudice of the dominant Jats.

It may be further mentioned that there seemed to be
clearly defined boundaries drawn by the Sikhs with regard
to the Hindus, particularly those who belonged to the upper
castes. While examining the forced migration of the Hindus
during terrorism, it was found that the categories ‘we’ and
‘they” existed in quite a noticeable form. All the upper caste
Hindus were mentioned as Bahman (Brahmins). Among the
various Hindu castes in our villages, Brahmins were in a
majority. However, we noticed that it also reflected a certain
disinterestedness about ‘they’, when the tlindus were clubbed

as Brahmins. It required an effort to locate a Hindu migrant
in the hierarchy of castes.

|
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d of terrorism, a lot of i.nflomalior'l appeared
on ;oew;r::aih;:generaﬁon of the terrorists p_arncularly in
terms of their sexual exploits or the rapes comngft?d b_y them,
We anticipated that the vi]lagers_wguld_b_e- isinclined tq
discuss this aspect of the terronsts aCFlV1tl_$. Yet, .to our
surprise, the respondents offered to give information or
confirmed some of the cases without mucih heshta'uon.. There
was no evidence of ‘rape’ as a tactic of ‘revenge agams.t an
adversary. The incidents were viewed as a part of 1_1cenhous
lust. A shared sense of pain and shame marked silences in
some cases. Occasionally one or two in the gathering appeareq
keen to blurt out all they knew. One respondent, for example
hurried to explain: “They were eating almonds and dtmking
(desi) ghee mixed milk; such food had to have some outlet”,
It is a widely held belief in Punjab that almonds anc.l milk
enhance the sexual potency of men. However,.a conspicuous
hesitation was noticed in giving away the information tq
another set of questions, related to the sale, purchase, forcibje
occupation and other transactions of shops, houses fmd landeq
property. Such reluctance could be understood in the light
of the fact that the respondents were reluctant to tell that they
or their own caste men might have conspired with or abetted
the terrorists to drive out the hitherto established Hindy
businessmen from the village.

In the course of some inteviews we could get the -

opportunity to interview both men and women against the
backdrop of family settings. We invariably found women to
be better informed and more candid than men about what
they thought was the sequence or rationale of an event. A
question that we asked ourselves was if women were not
closer and keener witnesses of the entire phenomenon? Or
was it their deep sense of fear, helplessness and suffering
during that period which heightened their perception? It may
also be possible that when there was an increase in the cases
of violation of women a fear of becoming victims made them
more alert.

Finally, we noticed an ambivalent attitude of the people
towards both the terrorists and the police. In villages where
we sensed a sympathy for the terrorists, the villagers described
them as “our boys,” and were highly critical of police excesses.
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[nvariably their criticism exaggerated the extent of the police

jon and tended to discover a general cops ira

?sg?an state either to kill Fhe Sikhs or to harm tEeirCi}r’\tE:esu::
On the contrary, th'e vﬂl_ages where the families/people
confronted the terrorists, (in most of the cases these villages
were the strong holds of the Communist parties) the
respondents were equally or more critical of the police for its
indifference, incompetence, or alleged collusion with the
terrorists.

In the end, mention of two caveats ma
the likelihood of time sequence variation in responses. The
study was conducted at a time when the gloom of terrorism
or police excesses had passed. We have been reminded that
had such a study been attempted between 1988 ang 1992 it
might have been very difficult to conduct this kind of study
or/and that the findings might have been different, not only
because of the prevalent fear but also because of the then
existing differing perceptions about terrorism among the

people.
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Rise of Separatist Violence
An Overview

jolence marked a break and an

iti i f Punjab. Prior to the
1 in the political history of .
mtemgen:fn:emﬁsm, democratic polmcal Shiglﬁlf‘ edfor social
:E:uéguucal causes had constituted an esta pattern

erally overlapped the Sikh

An imeg.msionm imputliien ﬁreilt‘h a d)i’sn'nct identity. The post
community’s preoccupat f the Sikhs asserted, more strongly
1994 mainstream leadership of t ; dviol

; : ection of separatism and violence,
than earlier, their pre-1983 1€ unal harmon
The Akali Dal (B)'s agenda for peace, comm tm Y,
and regional autonomy was accompanied by C(:imnu 1ent to
India’s national unity and integrity. This agenda received a
massive support of the community in successive elections to
the SGPC and the Lok Sabha in 1996, the State {\ssa‘nbly in
1997 and the Lok Sabha and the Panchayat _electlons in 19.98.
The ascendancy of separatist militancy and violence st.retchxng
over a period of a decade or more may therefore be discussed
in its specific historical context and setting.

Much has been written to explain the reasons for the rise
of terrorism. A review of the literature in the Introduction
points to the academic seriousness brought to the task and the
variety of explanations available to us. The decline of the
movement has not, however, received the required attention
for its explanation, Little change was noticed in the objective
conditions, and none of the adduced reasons or causes of the
rise appeared to have been removed. We may need to relate
the reasons of its decline with the explanations of its rise.

Most analysts have traced the genesis of the terrorist
violence to the April 1978 armed clash between the followers
of Sant Jamnail Singh Bhindranwale and the sect of Sant

The peried of the terrorist v
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Nirankaris in Amritsar. The prominence of the event lay in the
beginning of a demonstrative advocacy of violence as a
legitimate course to counter a supposed threat to the S}kh
identity, or to deal with the believed “other”.! The happening
had nothing to do with Khalistan as such. The first intimation
of the declaration of Khalistan was a paid half-page
advertisement in The New York Times in the USA in October
1971 by Jagjit Singh Chauhan. That was the time when the
guerrilla war of liberation in East Pakistan (later Bangladesh)
was turning fierce and tension was mounting between India
and Pakistan. Theincident passed off as a Pakistan sponsored
gimmick. Similarly the hoisting of Khalistan flag atop the
Deputy Commissioner’s office in Amritsar by a prominent
Akali leader, Jiwan Singh Umranangal, was considered an act
of vengeance. Perhaps a little more noticeable was the founding
in Chandigarh on April 12, 1978 (a day before the clash in
Amritsar) of a group called Dal Khalsa. The emergence of the
Dal Khalsa was attributed to the Giani Zail Singh-Sanjay
Gandhi gameplan to divide the Akali Dal following the
Congress party’s rout in north India in the 1977 election. The
clash with the Nirankaris did not appear at the time to have
any direct connection with these events,but their
synchronisation was symptomatic.

The mainstream party of the Sikhs, the Akali Dal led by
Prakash Singh Badal was, at that time, firmly in command of
the government in the state and of the community’s religio-
cultural domain. It successfully managed to weather minor
storms which blew across the state. The Anandpur Sahib
Resolution which was adopted in 1973 was hardly talked
about until Akali Dal’s detractors raised apprehensions
regarding its secessionist impulse in 1978, five years after its
adoption. A resolution passed at the 18th All India Akali Dal
Conference at Ludhiana(October 1978) was meant to allay the
existing fears. It tended to clarify that the objective was
greater autonomy for the states by making India’s constitution
more truly federal. Bhindranwale’s ego was badly bruised at
that conference. Not only was he ignored but also virtually
removed from the stage. When he chose to confront the
Akalis in the SGPC elections in March 1979, most of his

- <andidates lost the election. His closest protege, Bhai Amrik
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:?dlilr:gl;;rgg ofpterrorist violence. The identifiable

- of that violence and intimidation was Sant
g’;;?:,l\\::]je who was cloaked in anonymity before the
violent clash in Amritsar. Dalbir Smg_h, a senior journalist and
one of the advisers of Sant Bhindranwale, who met
Bhindranwale for several hours soon after the_event of 1978,
found Bhindranwale to be restless. He was agitated not only
over the issue of Sant Nirankaris but also over the believed
threat posed to Sikh religion and Sikh interests by the Hindu
community and the Indian state. Bhindranwale was convinced
that, to use his own words, the Hindu “wants the Sikhs to
surrender their identity and dignity to his overlordship. He
wants to rule the Sikhs”. That would not be aliowed. Dalbir
Singh predicted that Bhindranwale would lead the Sikhs into
serious troubles.’ Media reports and research studies, on the
other hand, pointed to Bhindranwale’s close interaction with
the Congress leaders. It was believed that he was “originally
nurtured and marketed by the Centre to cut into the Akali
Dal’s sphere of influence”.* The narrow factional or personal
interests of Akali leaders, however, contributed no less to
building him up as a macho Sikh hero of the 18th century
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vintage, who could not only target the suspected tormentors
put also take on the Indian State.

The public democratic protest movement started by the
Akali Dal on the issue of river waters and other grievances of
Punjab — the Nahar Roko Morcha 1981-82—went out of steam
within a short time. The Akalis therefore joined Bhindranwale
who was now entrenched in the Golden Temple to launch a
Dharam Yudh (Holy War) in August 1982. It was perhaps a
grudging capitulation on their part. However, there may also
have been an inclination to utilise his services as a counter in
negotiations with the central government. Harchand Singh
Longowal described him as “our lathi (stick)” to beat the
Congress party with. But he knew that it was necessary for the
Akali Dal to retrieve the leadership of the Sikh struggle.
However, by the middle of 1983, it was evident that the Akali
Dal and the SGPC leaders had “practically become hostages
of Bhindranwale”> When the latter ridiculed those who
opposed violence, reminding them that recourse to arms was
part of the Sikh tradition, the Akalis found it difficult to
challenge him. Their predicament was rooted in the cultural
infrastructure of their politics as well as the decline in their
legitimacy. It seemed difficult if not impossible for them to
confront Bhindranwale when he eulogised and advocated
use of violence for a Sikh cause. More so if he was viewed by
the Sikhs as a daring religious leader who was not guided by
any lust for power.

Religio-cultural sanction for the use of violence is part as
much of the Sikh religious prayer as of the Jat tradition and
folklore. Violence has been considered no less central to the
Sikh heritage than the glorious legacy of non-violent struggle
for the liberation of Gurdwaras during 1920-25, particularly
the legendary Guru Ka Bagh morcha. Disinclination for violence
remained a dominant part of the idiom of mass protest and
political practice till the beginning of 1980s.

The partition of Punjab in 1947 was rooted in the logic of
religious community as a nation, the principle which became
the single most important factor in shaping the perceptions,
‘demands and political goals of the Sikh community. The
conceptualisation of religious community as a political
community had been promoted during the pre-independence
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Ripmen hat comfortably tackled.” It was considered to be
be som:ow Hate tactic to bring the authority of the Jathedar of
mrg"akit in the service of the party’s ruling interests- in
order to rein in the dissidents when necessary. Even during
the elections to the SGPC, a patently religious domain, the
issue of state autonomy could be successfully counterposed to
defeat all the others who were now described as “sectarian
and extremist forces”.

The periods 1967 to 1980 and 1994 to the present were
broadly those of dominance of the regional democratic idiom
over the other one. A reversal of the process marked the
period 1980-94. The political scenario changed when the
Congress reemerged on the national scene with a bang in
1980, dismissed the Akali government in Punjab and threatened
to marginalise the AKalis politically and the Sikh community,
in general, culturally. A deeper threat lay in the Congress
design to favour the militant and Khalistani elements, both by
subtle manipulation and provocation. Bhindranwale was
helped to appear larger-than-life. India’s Home Minister was
perceived to have rescued Bhindranwale from the charge of

Punjab. lssues ©

Rise of Separatist Violence 43

complicity in the assassination of the Nirankari Chief and Lala
Jagat Narain. On the other hand, the indiscriminate harassment
and insult of Sikhs on way to Delhi through Haryana during
the 1982 Asian games, made the Sikhs feel, perhaps for the
first time, that they werea threatened minority in the country.
Among these Sikhs were a number of serving and retired
Army officers who felt humiliated by the highhanded and
foul-mouthed policemen in Haryana. That provided fuel to
Bhindranwale’s fire. Avenging insult to the Sikhs became his
emotive appeal and some of the ex-Army officers such as
(General) Shahbeg Singh and Major General (Retired) Narinder
Singh became his followers. The Akali Dal now chose to align
with Bhindranwale in a joint struggle though formally under
the command of Harchand Singh Longowal as the “dictator”
of the Dharamyudh morcha.

From then on it was Bhindranwale who called the shots.
Despite their evident discomfiture the Akali leaders were
compelled to lead a militant struggle for “the final and total
achievement of the political goal of Anandpur Sahib
Resolution”. The Sikh Intellectuals Conference on January 9,
1983 indicated the growing swing in favour of Bhindranwale’s

‘line of thought. On April 13, Harchand Singh Longowal

administered an oath of allegiance to a hundred thousand
people - described as marjeewade (0ath bound to live and die)
- for the cause. Yet it did not imply a recourse to violent
struggle. Nor did it seem to rule out negotiations with the
government.

To Bhindranwale, however, any negotiations with the
central government was akin to begging for concessions;
something patently dishonourable to the ‘Khalsa’ of Guru
Gobind Singh. “Shastradhari bano” (take up the arms) was his
call. He asked the Sikh youths to acquire “a motorbike and
fire arms”. Because as he put it, Ohnan di nazar tuhadi talwar
te hai, uhnan di nazar tuhadi darhi te hai’ (their [ie. the
‘Hindus’] eyes target your sword and your beard i.e. for
robbing the Sikhs of their Khalsa character and masculinity)."
Bhindranwale appeared to understand that hate was a
stronger passion than love. So, he emphasised on the objects
of hate and directed the “Khalsa” to slaughter the “enemy”
ordie as a martyr. There was no middle path for ending what
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While the violence spread, the police ‘Eort:e segmed to be
in retreat. It had become, over a long. ?enod, an instrument
for partisan ends. Indecision at the political level'and confused
signals from different functionaries paralysed its command
structure. Bhindranwale’s gunmen were better equipped
with weapons than the policemen who chose to run for
personal safety when retaliatory action was required. This
was most evident when A.S. Atwal, D.L.G. of Police, was
killed at the entrance of the Golden Temple. The incident, as
Robin Jeffrey observed, “emphasised the disintegration of

him in the m
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iab police as a reliable institution”* A e .
?;ﬁl{“traﬁ%?\ of militants into th'e ranks or a dircht cohgsl;z!;sy z:
the policemen became pervasive and contributed to the myth
o Bhindranwale’s supremacy around the time the Darbara
singh government was dismissed in October 1983,

The Akali leaders became increasingly uncomfortable
with the rise in violence and the emotive appeal of
Bhindranwale. When the dead bodies stuffed in gunny bags
started appearins_ in the gutters outside the temple with
sickening regularity, the .threat to their own lives inside the
temple was palpable. A journal of Sikh militancy Sant Sipahi

rted that 17 people were killed on the temple premises
pefore “Operation Blue Star”."” Political compulsions or plain
cowardice prompted the Akalis to wam the government
against the entry of t!\e police into the temple. Instead,
support of of an outfit called Babbar Khalsa was taken to
vide security to Sant Longowal and others inside the
Golden Temple. The Babbar Khalsa was composed of the
members of Sant Randhir Singh’s Kirtani Jatha which was
sed to Bhindranwale. A two pronged strategy was at
work: i) to negotiate a settlement of the Punjab problem with
the Centre and ii) to capture the command of the militant
movement by removing Bhindranwale from his sanctuary in
the temple. One - upmanship, seemed a part of the tactics in
the tug of war for supremacy. Therefore the Akali leaders
tended to provide justification for violence. They also hurried
to offer strong denials of the presence of arms and killers
inside the temple and of their differences with Sant
Bhindranwale. The government was blamed for the terrorist
violence and for maligning the Sikhs. However, all the tactics
of the Akali leaders to outmaneouvre Bhindranwale failed.

In December 1983 a clash between the two armed groups
inside the Golden Temple was, for example, stage managed
with a view to remove Bhindranwale’s men from Guru Nanak
Niwas. It boomeranged. Bhindranwale shifted to the building
of the Akal Takht alongwith his followers. The SGPC Chief’s
appeal to him to return to Guru Nanak Niwas was turned
down.” Violence escalated further in the early part of 1984.
Thanks to a steady influx of sophisticated weapons (General)
Shahbeg Singh was able to carry on the fortification of the
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co_ns_ulhn% dira Gandhi. It was a personal handwritten (two
B itation to the Sant for talks without any
pmﬁﬁgf,;smv When the Sant pressed him for a clear
g;;ion, Dalbir Singh said: “1f you do not negotiate, you will
die. If you do, the sikhs will take you for yet a.mthezf
opportunist.” The die was cast: no negotations.
Bhindranwale was going to be a martyr to the cause.
"Singho ! oh din nazdik aagaya hai jis di asanoon partikhia si
(O’ Singhs! the day we have been waiting for has come
closer)”, the Sant called out while addressing his close
followers in a room in the Akal Takht building during late
May 1984. Bhindranwale warned them: “The enemy will
come with heavy weapons”. Dalbir Singh, who was specially
summoned to the meetirig’ Was struck by the recitation of a
melancholic shabad: “Yeh panchhi akela hai, ehde magar shikari
kaun (Here’s a lonely bird, it knows not where the hunter
lurks). Dalbir Singh recalled that the Sant gave detailed
instructions about steps and tactics to be followed in the
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eventuality of a military operation.” Clearly, his chosen field
of battleand bloodshed was inside the Golden Temple, within
and in front of the Akal Takht building. Ironically, the
#darban” had no notion of a fight outside the Golden Temple
which would safeguard the holy temple from desecration.
Then he turned to Dalbir Singh to instruct him that in the
event of his ‘martyrdom’ his dead body should be cremated
on the road just outside the entrance to Chowk Mehta, the
headquarters of Damdami Taksal* Ironically, his closest
followers of the Taksal denied him the glory of a ‘martyr’ that
was so dear to his heart.

The last minute conclave between the Central leaders and
the Akali Dal was held on May 26. Did they discuss the
impending operation? Perhaps yes. Nobody suspected at the
time that “Operation Blue Star” would turn out to be such
a “fatal miscalculation”. Those incharge of the operation had
worked on the premise that Bhindranwale’s militants would
soon capitulateZ The operation and its aftermath has been
written about extensively. There has been widespread
questioning of the wisdom of military action in the temple. It
created a deep sense of humiliation and grievous hurt
among the Sikhs all over the world. No wonder, violence was
never considered as legitimate a weapon earlier as it was
following the operation. The assassination of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi and the massacre of the Sikhs in Delhi and
several other places pointed to a most threatening aspect of
communal hatred and social disorganistion. The country was
“swarming with otherness”. Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress
was able to win a massive mandate in the Lok Sabha election
in December 1984 on the plank of an alleged secessionist
.threat to the country’s integrity. On the other hand, the people
in Punjab’s countryside went through the searing experience
of combing operations called “Operation Woodrose”.

‘ When the Punjab Accord was signed between Prime
Mmls_ter Rajiv Gandhi and Harchand Singh Longowal in June
1985 it was like a sudden burst of light at the end of a dark
tunnel. It was viewed as the return of sanity; “an end to the
era of confrontation”. The Anandpur Sahib Resolution was
No more regarded as secessionist. The focus was on the
negotiable demands not on its emotive symbolism. The
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e woum:sf:?o the machinations of politicians al'.ld. the “law
task to be left dset”. By January 1986, armed militants had
e uped to make the Golden Temple their centre,
;;cei;%:‘::d?ﬁ:oprztext was the demolition of the government
The
- Akasla‘rl:;:th ft('haisa congregation called by the Damdami

ksnﬁm January 26 attracted thousands of saff'ron turbaned
e men shouting for revenge and “Khalistan”. Two recent
atr::gd?a by Joyce Pettigrew and Ram Nara_yan Kumar b.as-ed on
?nterviews with the policy makers, organisers, .and activists of
Khalistan movement provide fairly aythenncf\ view of .the
process of thinking, linkages and working during the period

2

o t}l;i)f:lmlg’gll:.igrew and Kumar refer to "conflicting_
enthusiasms” among the leaders of the AISSF, Damda;n'u
Taksal and the United Akali Dal of Sant madrapwa e ;
father, Baba Joginder Singh. Differ‘epces over polle ar}\l
tactics were marked by the competition for capturing the

o e
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dership of the militant struggle. The annoy

Le; Mohkam Singh of I;)amdamj Taksa| l;e::;?,lmihe
appointment of the Panthic Commitee and the cfm .
P he SGPC appointed Jathedars by the ney a||:l]:»m'nterlt
came as a surprise to some of the Prominent militant lead:es
The members of the {\pex Committ urbachap Sinr;
Manochahal, Wassan Singh Zaffarwa, Aroor Singh, Dhanﬁa
gl W Gurdev Smgh—wem a bunch of little known
people, singularly lacking in poj;

tical sense o relip;
convictions, and t_hey h_ad been chosen to serve 3 "paﬁ?::f
of one group. Their daring vengefulness ang predi]

violence were perhaps the only qualifications, Jaszcirhgl-:ng
Rode was noim hate the Head Priest of the Akal; Tyypg oo,
his brother-in-law Gurjit Singh replaced the earlier chief of
AISSF. A brash m_ampu]ano.n.by the kins of Bhin dranwale 1y
appropriate dominant positions was resented by many.
Wassan Singh Zaffarwal objected to interference by Baba
Joginder Singh. Zaffarwal describes his en,

. counter with Babg s
group on the issue of leadership positions, By “When he sau,
our weapons”, asserted Zaffarwal, the Babga and his men beg

a hasty retreat and “he left Darbar Sahih” %

On April 29, 1986, the Panthic Co
formation of Khalistan. Those opposed to thi ill - conceived
move were sidelined. The declaration claimed that the ca]] f, ;
the foundation of Khalistan was given by Sant Bhindranwaje
on June 3, 1984. Sikh religion

Was to be regarded as the
official religion of the ‘State’. Sikhs living outside Punjab were
called upon to migrate and settle in the province. Those who
did not agree with the Programme — the so-cajleq
“mercenaries and sold out Kesadhari Hindus” — were wamed

against causing obstructions® Manbir Singh Chaheru, a
former Nihang Singh, later a follower of Sant Bhindranwale,
was appointed commander-in-chief of Khalistan Commando
Force (KCF).

Reproducing the text of the declaration, the Sant Sipahi
reported the violent incidents and commands issued to Hindus
to leave Punjab. “If they started leaving, there would follow
riots against Sikhs outside Punjab, making it difficult for them

to live there. Perhaps, this is precisely what the supporters of
Khalistan wanted” »

mmittee announceq the
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In March 1986, J.F. Ribeiro had takgn over as tor
General of Punjab Police. I-_Ie soon C!Bcovered the near
impossibility of his task. Besxdfl: their fire power and lu.gh
motivation the well armed termnsf groups appeared to enjoy
significant support in the community. On the da_y he assumed
office, one shoot-out in Ludhiana had left 13 cw:].lans kll!ed
and 17 injured. Soon after Manbir Singh’s group, ina dar!n-g
operation, killed six escorting police constables in the civil
court at Jalandhar and secured the release of 4 dFeaded
terrorists from police custody. In July another group killed at
Khudda 22 Hindu passengers travelling in a bus. In NO\..re?nber,
24 bus passengers were killed near Hoshiarpur. The killing of
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appointed Jathed@
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the former Chief of the Army Staff, Gen. AS. Vaidya in Pune,
an aborted attempt on the life of the Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi at Raj Ghat, Delhi, on 2nd October and the escape of
DGP Ribeiro and his wife from a well-planned attack inside
the Punjab Armed Police Complex the next day were some of
the other prominent and disturbing actions. By the end of
1986, the number of people killed during the year rose to 520.
Most of those killed were Hindus. Nearly double the number
were killed the following year. The then Governor Siddharth
Shankar Ray conceded in a talk with V.N. Narayanan that the
government was paralysed. It were the terrorists who ruled
by fiat and killings.® “Bullet for Bullet”, Ribeiro’s controversial
remark, symbolised the desperation of the police force. The
policemen resorted to hiding during the night, and raiding the
villages in the morning. Plain liquidation of a suspect was
described as an escape or an “encounter”. The escalation of
terrorist violence continued until the middle of 1992 after
which it started declining. According to a retired Director
General of Police, “The violence and terrorism which

accompanied militant politics were unparalleled in the world
in their sweep and lethal effects”* However, once the
movement collapsed, one was left wondering how could it
disappear so suddenly and without leaving any trace of
cultural sympathy for the “fighters”.
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The Fighters : A Profile

_ en as a purposive social act. [t i
Terrorist v101€rlce<i11 mt:yczenst:il;usly inpopposition to the state
generally resort It is meant to realise certain ends. The
el 12 s ose of the specific terrorist movement iy
proc}auned l:;:pachi evement of Khalistan: A section of the
Punjab 2’13{; including intellectuals and political leaders
(c:gl;\sril:ll;red it a desperate but leg_itimate st{‘uggle 'm.defense. of
their community interests agax‘ns.‘,t the “oppressive Indian
State” and its institutions and policies. The generally approved
term used to describe the phenomenon was ‘Sikh militancy’
or simply ‘militancy’. Those who resorted to such violence
were Warriors or freedom fighters to one section of the people.
To the others, they were “terrorists”. Terrorism is both a
descriptive term and a political Jabel. Its use involves a moral
judgement. However, many of our mponde:'nts used two
eXpressions interchangeably ‘extremists’ (atwadi) and terrorists
(atankwadi). Most of the common people who did not want to
use either of the two expressions, chose to call them Kharky
(combatants, militants), Kharku Singhs (militant Sikhs) or just
“mundey” (literally, boys). The term “mundey” acquired a
specific meaning in the given socio-historical context. We
debated which would be the appropriate term to describe
them; initially deciding to retain the term “militant”. Our
field experience persuaded us that the particular kind of
violence may be termed as terrorism and that the “boys”, we
came to know about, may be appropriately termed “terrorists”
because of their manifest intent, traits and activities.
The field study was focussed on their composition,
their impulses or reasons for the course they chose, their
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behaviour traits and preferences during the period of their
operations.

1. Period of Recruitment

A total of 323 participants in terrorist violence were
identified by our respondents spread over 28 villages in the
four police districts as belonging to their villages. The largest
112 were listed from the 7 villages of Tarn Taran police
district. The largest number from any one village was 41 (Sur
Singh in the same police district). The number of the
participants from the 7 selected villages each from the other
police districts were: Amritsar 70, Majitha 77 and Batala 64.
Among these 3 were women, all in Majitha police district.

Table II: Recruitment of Militants

Year of Amritsar  Majitha Tarn Taran Batala

Total

Recru-

itment

1979 = - - 1 1
1980 - 3 - 2 5
1981 1 - 1 1 3
1982 - - - - @
1983 - - 1 2 3
1984 4 - 7 4 15
1985 2 1 5 2 10
1986 7 8 15 8 38
1987 11 8 14 4 37
1988 14 15 22 17 68
1989 7 12 30 13 62
1990 12 19 12 6 49
1991 7 8 5 4 24
1992 3 2 = 2 5
Year Not 2 1 - - 3
Known

Total 70 77 112 64 323

The first one identified as having taken to terrorism in the
area of our study was in 1979 from village Khojala in Batala
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198§ an phais ;ecruited) as a respondent put it; others nodding
of riff-ra Bmon_ About 41 per cent of the total terrorist
in confirm two years, followed by another 15 per cept

g ing those
ﬁlq;godmfeafter the number of fresh entrants declined. (See

1D.
Tablce)ve)r 70 per cent of those who took to the gun upto the eng

of 1985 belonged to villages in the two police districts of Tam
Taran and Batala; 40 per cent being from only 3 villages in
these districts out of a total of 28 included in our study.

2. Life Span of a Militant

The life span of a person as a participant was short. By the
beginning of our field study in 1996, 256 of the total who had
joined the movement, i.e. over 79 per cent, had been killed; 19
of them died in “inter gang warfare: (Jats 16 and Mazhbis 3).
A total of about 11 per cent, i.e. 34 had been arrested. Another
24 had reportedly surrendered to the police; 5 of the
surrendered were identified by the respondents as having
been working as “Cats” of the police. Only 7 miltants were
reported to be still at large. (Table 1V)

h_ ol
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Table IIL: Life span as a terrorist
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E'hghﬁtll\gissmgh” who had taken to it in 1983 and was killed
in 139\36 kinds of implications may be drawn from this short
span of active life of the terrorists. One, th'a\t the thce and
other para-military forces chased them effectively !clllmg them
in encounters or after arrest. Secondly, that relatively young
boys who joined were inexperienced in terroristactivities and
were trapped because of lack of maturity. As ¢ Coro“.ary -
these one may talk about intergang rivalries resulting in

strugg _
of them bein

Table IV: Present situation of those who joined Terrorism
(according to Police District)

Sr. Present Amritsar Majitha ~ Tarn  Batala  Total

No. Situation Taran

1 Arrested 13 6 14 1 34
(10.53)

2 Surrendered 3 7 2 12 24
(7.43)

3 Still at large/ 2 4 1 - 7
No whereabouts (2.170)

4 Killed 51 59 95 51 256
(79.25)

5 No information 1 1 - - 2
(0.62)

Total 70 77 112 64 323

(100)
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mutual killings Of in giving an advantage to the police to
Jiquidate rivals. It however seemed that both the factors
contributed to that phenomenon. Our field view indicated
plausibility of a particular killing by rival groups being
claimed as achievement of the police and a killing of a suspect
by the police attributed to or claimed by a militant outfit. This
would become clearer after the discussion of other related
dimensions. The small number of those who joined before
1984 evidently planned their movements carefully staying
beyond the reach of the police for long; some of them having
escaped from the Golden Temple at the time of “Operation
Blue Star” and following declaration of Khalistan in April

1986.

3. Caste

A predominant majority of the participants, 264 out of
323, i.e. 81.73 per cent were Jat Sikhs by caste. (Table V) The
closest other caste to which 7.42 per cent of them belonged
was that of Mazhbi (scheduled caste) Sikhs. Two per cent were
from Ramgarhia (carpenter) caste, and a smaller number from
Kumbhar, Nai, Jheer and Chhimba castes, and, Christian dalits;
all those belonging to the backward castes constituted 7 per
cent of the total. Interestingly, two of them were Hindus too.
As for the leaders of the militant organisations or their cells,
barring one, all were Jats.

If we look at the caste composition of the Sikhs, then we
find that Jats form an overwhelming majority almost two-
thirds of the Sikh population.! From this perspective too the
Jats among the militants were more than their proportion in
the Sikh population. What is noteworthy is the lack of
participation of Khatri and Arora Sikhs who are part of the
upper castes among the Sikhs. One reason could be that since
the Khatri and Arora Sikhs are mostly city dwellers the
terrorists from these castes were not expected in a study
focussing on the villages. However, villages such as Mattewal
h.ad some population of Khatris and Aroras and some of the
villages, viz. Bhikhiwind, Guru Ki Waldali and Sultanwind
had strong urban basis. It is plausible to argue that the

:f\bsence of Khatri and Arora Sikhs in our list is not accidental;
It represented a pattern. )
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—  Majitha Tarn  Batala  Total
Amri

Sr. Caste Taran

N —— . s 54 264

1 Jat 58 (81.73)
; 1 5 1

2. Arora ) (0.31)
. 2 3 - 8

3. Ramgarhia 3 (2.48)
2 1 3 ) 4

4. Kumbhar (1.86)
1 . 1 2 4

5- Jheer (1.24)
_ ) 1 . 1 2

6. Chhimba (0.62)
. ) . 5 1 6

7. Nai (1.86)
‘ 5 9 4 24

Gl Mazih ° (7.42)
; ; . 1 = - 1

9. Brahmin Hindu (031)
et . 1 s 1

10 Khati Findu 031)
- . . 1 2 3

11. Christian 0.93)
12. Other (Kash- - 3 - - 3

: min Sikh) 0.93)
Total 70 77 112 64 323

4. Family Landholding

Though caste wise most of the armed fighters belonged
to the dominant agricultural caste group (Jat), the class
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figuration showed that only 14 Per cent of the

?:-)01;11 gfu amilies owning land holdings of 19 acres ot:t::o:n:
vast majority, that is 64.‘_11_per Cent came, on the other hand
from the poor underprivileged strat, of the rural socj
About 20 per cent of them being from the families of the
Jandless and over 45 per cent from those Owning small and
marginal (upto 5 acre) land holdings. About 23 per cent
belonged to middle class farming families owning 6-10
acres of land (Table VI). Broadly similar was the
economic background of the leaders: 66 Per cent of them being
from the small, marginal or landless agricultural familjes.
Only 5 of the 21 leaders were from the families owning 10
acres or above; 2 of them being rich, OWning between 25-50
acres (Table VII).

Table VII: Size of Land and Caste of the Leaders.

Sr. Caste No Upto 51-10 101-15 25.1-50 Total

No. land 5 Acres

1. Jat 1 12 2 3 2

2. Chhimba 1 - - = = 1
2 12 2 3 2 21

It may be noted that the landless terrorists included
mainly non-Jats. The size of landholdings provides a clue to
the class situation of a person alongside other indicators such
as father’s education and occupation. From the perspective
of these indicators it could be reasonably stated that these
“boys” belonged to the lower classes as their families
depended largely upon farming. The ownership pattern
given here provides data on family landholdings. The
proportion of land coming to the share of these boys

Particularly the unmarried ones would have come down
further.
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Table VI L andholdings of the Terrorists (Police s Family Size
2 ' Districtwise) The average size of the family they belonged to was 6.
¥ hereas 53 per cent came from families having 6 members
Sr. Size of Amritsar Majitha Tarw.  Beire  Joful Z\i]essl 32 per cent had 7 or 8 members and 15 per cent came
No. Land in Tarar from very large families of 9 to 16 members (Table VIII).
Acres Interestingly, from the police district of Tarn Taran alone
15 20 13 62 which contributed the largest number of terrorists, 75 per cent
1. No Land Is (19.20) of the total had a family size of 9-16 members. Keeping in
8 5 4 23 mind the average landholdings, one could estimate the
2. .25-1 6 (7.12) economic conditions of their families.
3. 1.1-2 5 10 1 1z Table VIII: Size of the Family of the Terrorists
C (8.36) (According to Police District)
4. 2.1-3 6 n K ¥ 3 — . =
- (12.08) Sy. Size Amritsar Majitha  Tarn  Batala  Total
4 33 Taran
. 3.1-4 9 1n 9 No.
N e 2 3 2 5 3 13
3 7 6 8 3 24 1. 1-
6. 4.1-5 (7.43) (4.02)
7 5.1-6 2 1 6 1 20 2. 3-4 10 8 15 9 42
o (6.19) (13.00)
6.1-7 - i 13 3 17 3. 56 29 34 31 22 116
el (5.26) (359
9.7.1-8 ‘) 4 2 6 14 4. 7-8 24 25 33 21 103
Y (4.33) (31.89)
10. 819 ) 1 6 7 7 5. 9-10 4 7 19 7 37
o @1y e (11.46)
11. 9.1-10 4 1 4 4 1 ke ) ” ? 16
(4.02) 7 13-14 (1.86)
12. 10.1-15 2 5 7 4 18 ' . 1 4 . 5
(5.57) 8. 15-16 (1.55)
13. 15.1-25 5 3 6 2 16 ' u - - 1 1
(4.95) (0.31)
14. 25.1-50 8 - 1 110 Total 70 77 112 64 323
(3.10) Average size of family = 6
Total 70 77 112 64 323
6. Age at the time of Joining
ing (i = 5.3 out of 261 A predomi iori
Average land holding (in acres) age ofpa ”b:;l”nant majority, 80 per cent were young: average

being 22 years at the time of his joining an
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64 There were 2 per cent terrorists who

armed organisation. o oF 14-19 years, whereas 52 per cent

were in the age Bro 15 per cent were between 2¢
d 25 years. 10P

wec;-e S?x::azr?dai‘ess th);n 5 per cent were above 35 years

an

it i age Of 35
when ||ley -Ul.ll.ed. 10 Out Of 15 b()ys above ﬂle g
' rs came ’from one pollce diStriCt Of lam Iaran ( able Ix).
yea ]

T ble Ix- Ase of the Terl‘OIistS Police DiBtI‘ict Wise
a :

Sr. Age Amritsar Majitha  Tarn  Batala  Totg)
T.

No. i Taran
0. In
(Years) —
5 13 9 6 33
kel (1515) (3939) (2727) (18.19) (10.22)
2. 1819 12 L S .
) (21.05) (19.30) (38.60) (21.05) (17.65)
3. 20-21 16 12 20 12 60
' 2667) (2000) (3333) (20.00) (1858)
4.22-23 14 15 21 11 61
(2295) (2459) (34.43) (18.03) (18.89)
5. 2425 11 14 1 1 47
(23.40) (29.80) (23.40) (23.40) (1455
6. 26-35 1 10 19 10 50
(22000 (20000 (38.00) (20.00) (15.48)
7. 36-50 1 1 8 1. 1
(909  (9.09) (7373)  (9.09) (3.40)
8. 51-63 - 1 2 1 4
(25.00) (50.00) (25.00) (1.23)
Total 70 77 112 64 323

(21.67) (23.84) (34.68) (19.81) (100)

Average age in years = 22

7. Level of Education

Contrary to the general belief our data pointed out that
whereas 24 per cent of those who took to arms were illiterate
another 26 per cent had been in school upto middle standard,
half of them having dropped out after primary level. Another
41 per cent had gone upto or completed matric level education.
Only 2 per cent had graduate level education and just 3 of the

The Fighters

total were reported to have acquireq , 5

rofessj
graduate degree: one MA, one LLB, onz M%Sglso?;: S]L E;( ?OSt

Table X: Education of the Terroristg (Police Districf wi
18e)

Sr. Education  Amritsar M"ﬁm

No. Taran Batalg Total
2. Primary (}é.ss) (2?'43) zz:: (12.82) %;JS)
3. Middle 14 10 1 (1‘7’-71) ég.e?)
- (535-45) (13.18) (3.45) | (33.92) 1(;;.03)
5. +2 Level (12'29) (32'08) (32'08’ 255) a1y
6. B.A. (2;'05) 1624y (3?.84) (?.27) (57).88)
7. M.A./LLB/(ﬂ-AZ) PR (1§.29) (g.m
= 588 (66.67)  (0.92)
Total 70 77 112 64 323

Tarn Taran police district which, as we know, contributed
the largest number of recruits had the lar

ge gest, i.e. 55 per cent,
of the illiterates among them, only 1 having studied upto B.A
level. .

The data on the educational level of the terrorists, do not
only defy the general thesis of educated unemployed youth
but also present a pattern contrary to the established notions
about who become terrorists. Various studies have found that
the terrorists are generally middle class university educated
youths.? This is not the case here. What it points to is
educational failure working as an impulse for taking to
something exciting.

8. What were they doing before joining?

What kind of work/job was a particular person doing
before taking to the new role? Our findings were that 37 per
cent were associated with farming operations. Another 7 per
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this
{1y business or trade, as paa!
66 Joyed in family t:‘:.ll:f) Registered Medical
cent were self EH;P the holy scnp 'one of them was an
(l'ltua] . readersr ini Olher pmfesslons(;tographer- AbOut 8 per
MBBS doctor 000, - "employed in P cent were ex-service
cent were ln mment jobs, and 2 per - kshaw /tonga/mini
Class IV 80770 er cent worked as leer oty mechiiis
. Ano arpenter, 4
:::il}mck drivers, orlas ’ xltrtlia;ro :t’cc arr?d 5 per cent as casual/
; table ve '
parber, milk/vege : I
attached labourers (Table XI) nt of the total were identified

4 per c€ T e et A akGi T
Among the others, uggling, illicit distillation of
. . the business of SMUgg il .
?’S lﬂo;;sdtﬁ?eiry and 6 per cent were e

iqu

i t of the total
_ Interestingly, 25 per cen ‘
s arr‘:ie; ?c?lige’s’doing nothing”; the common exg;gssn?ns
werg ;‘;Pothe respondents being Vehlar (unemployable; doing
use

nothing) or awaragar
failed both in terms of & .
offered something more gainiu

and"lfl?:]:;}mem was similar among the leaders of various

ations in our area of study. Most of them came from
:,;gaf::s]t;ssnof poor, small or marginal farmers and engaged
in unexciting jobs before the new opportunity was offered.
The Babbar Khalsa International (BK1) prominent Ieade:r,
Dharam Singh Kashtiwal's family, for example, had settled in
village Kashtiwal not long ago and was allotted 1Q marlas (250
sq. yards) of village land under t}.le focal point theme.
Dharam Singh worked as tractor driver for ploughing the
fields of other farmers before he took up the new role. Satnam
Singh alias Satta Chhina of Harsha Chhina who became Lt.
General of BTFK (Sangha) worked on the 2 acre family land.
He also acted as a tractor driver like Kashtiwal and was also
a partner in running the business of illicit distillation of liquor.
Balwinder Singh Shahpur who became a leader of Dashmesh
Regiment after the death of Sital Singh Mattewal was an
apprentice to a tailor in Butala before he was lured into
terrorism by a Nihang who used to frequent his shop. Ravinder
Singh Bhola, KLF Chief after the death of Gurjant Singh
Buddhsinghwala, was a lineman with Punjab State Electricity
Board when he deserted to become a terrorist.

ducation and jobs, the new opportunity
lly engaging in terms of loot

4 (loafer; vagabond). For such boys who -
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Table XI: Occupation Before they became Terrorists
Sr.  Occupation Number Percentage
No.
1. Farming 118 36.53
2. MBBS/Lawyer 2 0.62
3. Foreign Returned 3 0.93
4. Flour Mill Owner 1 031
5. Shopkeeper/Small 6 1.86
businessmen /Contractor
6. Workshop Owner 1 0.31
7. Cattle/Grain Trader 2 0.62
8. Pathi 6 1.86
9. Policeman 7 217
10. Soldier 9 2.79
11. Clerk S.G.P.C. 2 0.62
12. Govt. Service (Lower) 5 155
13. Photography 1 031
14. RM.P. 5 1.55
15. Ex-servicemen 5 1.55
LT.B.P./Army (Retired)
16. Tailor 1 031
17. Mason/Carpenter/ 5 155
Blacksmith
18. Motor Mechanic 4 "1.23
19. Weaver 1 0.31
20. Barber 1 0.31
21. Auto-Rickshaw Driver 2 0.62
22. Mini Bus/Truck Driver 4 1.23
23. Tonga Driver 1 0.31
24. Milkman/Vegetable Vendor 3 0.93
25. Factory Workers 2 0.62
26. Casual/Attached worker 14 433
27. Smuggling 4 1.23
28. Illicit liquor distillers 7 217
29. Thief/Looter 1 0.31
30. Doing Nothing 80 24.77
31. Not Applicable/ 20 6.19
___ Students
Total 323 10Q

/
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Terrorism in Punjab Sy Causes of Amritsar Majitha Tarm Batala  Totg]

ini ini Taran
68 for Joinung No. Joining
ulse/Reasor - reason fo
. Primary Imp* rimary impulse or 1 ra . )
’ The identification u?nfn g‘fnpthe oggrations, as given by our 7 Tert;zﬂ:;ll:aSET 2 6 4 1
particular person fj]over 28 villages was revealing. Something mﬂ C e ogf ] . 3 ) 53.72)
respondents SPTed Y odiate attention is that 38 per cent of the § 8. Influ : 1
that draws one's JEFE o joined for adventure, thrill or the i Bhindranwa e (341)
total were rePO“ed t%o s were fascinated with the modern 9. Harassfment by - = 2 6 8
‘fun of it’. “Young naa); moh ho giya see. Holding a weapon 4 Terrorists (2.48)
weapons” shastm?bein someone to reckon with. Whereas 8 10. Harassment 4 1 ;) 1 8
provided a sense 0 dentsgrefe"ed to an additional second or 3 by Police (2.48)
some of ﬂletarespg;son also, important fPl' our purpose was i 11. Operation 4 1 1 2 8
complementary tivating factor. “Shaukia” (out of fun) was | Blue Star (2.48)
the primary. MO% . ® expression used by our respondents . 12 DuetoElder 2 s 8§ 3 %
?urpli"fa‘;mglll); avgl'iz?:enf;xgdenﬁﬁcaﬁon of the reason or i ‘ brother _ (2.17)
ﬁogva:il;)en. 74 per cent of those from vi]lag?h mlTamtTamn § 13. Emotionalism - 2 - 2 ;12
police district were listed in that category. ht:dctosi?ﬂ other _ ; ) 3 (1.29)
reason identified in the case of 21 per cent re 2d t0 influence ‘ 14. F_axlurg 0 - - 3
or persuasions of other terrorists., Contact “f‘th ﬂ:lose “{ho financial (0.93)
werz already involved in opemti(lms;. relatives mcludgng ! companies
brothers or and a leader from one’s village became a major 15. Unemployment - - 1 1 2
factor. For 12 per cent of them the moving impulse was ‘ (0.62)
identified as smuggling or “looting” or making money. Half . 16. To seek - - 2 = 2
of those in that category were from the villages of Tarn Taran | revenge (0.62)
pOhCE district (Table XIn). . & 17. Pers'ona] or] - - 2 - 2
Table XII: Reasons/Motives of Joining Terrorism 18 "fl?(?\gﬂe); problem ) : ) ; (2.62)
Sr. Causes of Amritsar Majitha Tarn  Batala  Total - g:llrgelgiots ) ’ ) ) (2-62)
No. Joining - Taran : e 5
1. Out of Fun 2 31 51 19 13 20. Fearof - - 1 " 1
(38.09) : Court Martial 0.31)
2. Smuggling/ 9 7 20 4 4 21. To get his - -1 - - (}31
Looting (12.38) ! land back (0.31)
3. Contact with 7 8 12 7 3 3 22. Beaten by - 1 - - 1
Terrorists (10.53) | upper caste (0.31)
4. For Khalistan 5 3 5 4 17 ? class fellows
(5.26) | 23. Not known 2 2 - 1 5
5. Inter-family 6 3 1 6 16 4 (1.55)
enmity (4.95) Total 70 77 112 64 323
6. Relations with 6 3 6 - 15 .
Terrorists (4.64)
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70 rking for Khalistan was identified as

Tht_e purposeé ir(: the case of 5 per cent, the influence O:i Sant
the main reason the case of 3 per cent; an§er or emo qna]
Bhindranwale 1n » Delhi’s anti-Sikh riots

K . ", eration Blue Star’ "
rea(;:n(t)l:: ig;ucllitrei%m in the case of 4 per cent. Reaction to
and othe

. orted as the reason in the

t by the police was rep i M
ot 25 ") cent and to harassment by the Kharkus” or
c:s:rgﬁst.s”li)“ e case of another 2.5 per cent of the the total
" e

recr;ltitvsv.as reported that among those 11 per cent of the total

-+ od upto the end of 1985 about half consisted of
m};gehz:i hlgul‘g:l gther come under the influence of So_'mt
Bhindranwale and/or who took that course as a reaction
against “Operation Blue gtar”. Of the 89 per cent who joined
a%ter 1985, less than 2 per cent were reported to have taken to
the gun because of the above reasons. The data defy another
prevalent notion that most of those who took to armed
struggle joined as a consequence of police atrocities on them
or the members of their families.” Whether or not some
individuals were impelled by apprehension of their arrest
and torture by the police is difficult to fathom. But if we go
by what their fellow villagers thought, the proportion of
those who joined as a reaction against police atrocities was
marginal.

In fact larger proportion were seen to have been motivated
by reasons of inter family enmity, seeking revenge, or getting
back one’s land. Such were the identified reasons in the case
of 6 per cent of the total. Personal or family problems,
economic distress and other similar reasons were reported to
be the basis in the case of another 5 per cent.

Case histories, as constructed in public gatherings of our
respondents, brought forth curious reasons of the boys for
joining terrorism. In village Mattewal, for example, Sital
Singh, who later founded the Dasmesh Regiment, and his
close ally Tarsem Singh were reported to have graduated to
the new role from an earlier crime. Both of them were
involved in the murder of a criminal, referred to as “history
sheeter” of the area and were tried and punished to
imprisonment for life. During the period they were lodged in
Central Jail Gurdaspur, they reportedly came in contact with

(e e T o
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some fellow prisoners who had been activists of AISSF. When
the two were relfaased_ on parole, they took advantage of the
opportunity for jumping the parole and joining Gurbachan
Gingh Manochahal’s BTFK. Some of the respondents reported
that the two had joined Sukhdev Singh Jhamke’s group first
and then shifted to BTFK. A sharp conflict with Manochahal
Jed to the founding of a parallel organisation called Dashmesh
Regiment. After he was killed in what the respondents
described as a “genuine encounter” with the police, a report
mentioned that Sital Singh had been trained in Pakistan. The
people from his village did not confirm the report.

In one village for example, Hardev Singh, turned to
terrorism due to reasons related to his family. It became
evident from the fact that after becoming a terrorist one of the
first things he did was that he murdered his mother because
of his shame over her alleged “loose character”. Later he was
reported to have pressurised a friend to marry his sister to
Hardev’s younger brother. The friend refused to give in to
the pressure but felt threatened as a consequence and, therefore,
joined a rival terrorist organisation KCF (P). Later Hardev’s
cousin was reportedly raped by another terrorist of the village,
namely “Billoo” Balwinder Singh. Billoo’s family now faced
a threat from Hardev’s group. So Billoo’s father Harnam
Singh sought safety by joining another terrorist group. Hardev
was murdered in 1990; Harmam Singh surrendered to the
police.!

In village Udhoke Kalan, Paramjit Singh became a terrorist
in order to save his family from the threat which Sukhdev
Singh Jhamke and Chanchal Singh posed.

In another village one person took to terrorism following
continued ill treatment from his widowed aunt whom his
father had married after the death of his mother. A son of a
lower caste chowkidar of the same village, known as Kebi, was
reported to have joined a terrorist group to avenge his beating
and public humiliation by his class fellows in the Government
College compound in the presence of girl students.

10. Kinship Relations

It was significant that a total of 66 “terrorists” were close
relatives; 45 of them being real brothers; others were cousins,
uncle-nephews, brothers-in-law, and in two cases sons and
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n 3 -
Sultanwind, 9 of the 3(
). In oné vﬂlagg, 9
fa:ﬁiﬁ::: i)c(iIentiﬁed as belonging to two families related
te

o | the three bro 4
II:/}IJ rl:c;lc\;l;ﬁl hﬁil joined terrorism. Chanchal Singh Udhoke a
a

. st and chief of KLA was married to the sister of
Jeading terronsta Lt. General of BTFK. Penta was related to

st Gingh Penta, ‘ -
f—ll;rx;sc}ifrg Singh Jinda — the killer of General Vaidya. Jinda
was the son of Penta’s maternal. . : .
kinship or personal friendships implied alternative to

ideological basis of organisation. Our field experience
underlined a prominent emphasis on personal power and
control of the leader in each group. The preference for
allocating ot '

appeared to ensure loyalty and cqntrol. Often it led a
disgruntled leading member to form his own group, when his

claim was ignore
another.

Table XIII: Kinship Relationship among Terrorists (Police
District wise) _

Sr. Nature of Amritsar Majitha Tarn  Batala  Total

No. Relationship Taran
1. Brothers 11 16 12 6 45
’ (68.17)
2. Uncle-Nephews 5 - - - 5
(7.58)
3. Father-son 2 - 2 - 4
(6.06)
4. Brothers, Uncle - - - 4 4 :
and his Sons (6.06)
5. Cousins e g 3 = 3
and Uncle 455
6. Brothers and . 5 3 . (3. )
son of one
of them (455
7. Cousins 2 . . } 2
= (3.03)

thers of Gurbachan Singh

uncle. Reliance on bonds of

her important positions to a brother or relative

d, or to rivalry resulting into the killing of

R
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;1. Militant Organisations
Whereas 10 different militant organisations operated in

our villages, the most prominent in order of strength of their
members wWere KCF (Zaffarwal) - 85; KCF (Panjwar) 73; BTFK
(Manochahal)  46; KLF 34, BKI 28, BTFK (Sangha) 21 and
Dashmesh Regiment 19.(Table XIV) The dominant pattern
showed that each of the organisations had pockets of exclusive
control particularly in villages to which the Chief of the
Organisation or a deputy leader belonged and extended to one
or more neighbouring villages. It was found thatin 10 villages
all the terrorists in each case were members of only one

articular organisation, while in another 10 villages 70-90 per
cent of the participants in each one belonged to only one of the
orgam'sations. For example, in Naushehra Panuan and Rataul
in the Tarn Taran Police district, Gurbachan Singh
Manochahal’s own village and the village of his in-laws, all
the participants belonged to his organisation BTFK. In the
nearby village of Sur Singh, however, not even one militant
was a member of BTFK (M); instead 39 of the 41 were
identified as members of KCF (Zaffarwal). Ali those from
Mianwind and Bhikhiwind belonged to KCF (Panjwar).
Similarly in the villages of Amritsar police district all of them
in Basarke Bhaini belonged to KCF (Z), those of Thande and
Guru Ki Wadali to KLF, Harsha Chhina to BTFK (Sangha),
Sultanwind mainly KCF (P) and those of Meerankot to BKI.
In 8 out of the total 28 villages included in our study the
participants were divided between two or more organisations.
Butala in Majitha police district, for instance, was a village in -
which the participants were more or less equally divided into
four rival organisations; one of the participants was a member
of a fifth organisation.  KCF (Zaffarwal) had a dominant
strength of members in five villages, KCF (Panjwar) and
BTFK(S) in four each; and BTFK (M), KLF and BKI in three
each. On the other hand, whereas two-thirds of the participants
in another village Cheema Khudi were members of BTFK
(M), the small group of one-third members remained dominant
because of their leader Jugraj Singh alias Toofan Singh Toofan
of KLF.



Terrorism in Punjab The Fighters

75
74 nisations of the Terrorists (Police It may be noted that the villages where more than one
Table XIV: OT87 Districtwise) organisation were working had special features. Butala is one
: of the unique villages where four organisations had bases and
/ﬂmm Batala  Total gperatEd simnlta}neously. This was reportedly due to the
Sr. Name of o Taran Jocation of the village. We have pointed out earlier, that this
W ] i T village forms a hub of five to six villages, this being their main
1. All India ' 4 0.62) marketing .village. Thus the people_ of.the surrounding
Gikh Student : villages, viz. Khanpur, Jamalpur, Chillari, Yodhe, Ghoge,
Federation Serone etc. would come to Butala for various economic
2. Akhand Kirtani ~ 1° g B - 1 reasons. As a result the terrorists belonging to all these
Jatha (0.31) villages made Butala their headquarter and in the process
3. Babbar Khalsa 10 2 2 14 28 inspired some young boys to join them. On the other hand,
International (8.67) in Udhoke Kalan and Cheema Khudi the presence of more
4. Bhindranwale 3 9 28 6 46 organisations was due to serious inter-family feuds which
Tiger Force (14.24) . were relatgd with ‘land control, not of the kind the
of Khalistan ~ anthropologists mention as Jat factionalism. However, in the
(Manochahal) case of Sultanwind, the. other organisations vanished after
5. Bhindranwale 10 4 7 - KCF (P) captured the village.
Tiger Force (6.50) The young boys appeared to opt for a particular
of Khalistan organisation due to personal contact and convenience of
(Sangha) working with familiar “boys” who were already active.
6. Dashmesh - 13 i 6 19 12. The Leaders of Militant/Terrorist Organisations
Regiment (5.88) The prominent leaders of these organisations who
7. Khalistan 25 17 20 n 7 to or operated in villages of thergpresent study ?ne::(;:ggg
Commando (22.60) . Gurbachan Singh Manochahal, Chief of BTFK (M), Kanwarjit
Force (Panjwar) ‘ Singh, the chief of KCF before Paramjit Singh Panjwar became
8. Khalistan 5 17 50 13 8 its chief and thus making it KCF (Panjwar). Manochahal was
Commando (26.32) a member of the Panthic Commiittee, the apex body of militant
Force (Zafarwal) organisations established in April 1986 which had announced
9. Khalistan - - - 4 4 the fgrmation of Khalistan. (See Table XV) He was also
Liberation Army (1.24) ;Ppomted the a_(.:ting Jathedar (Head Priest) of the Akal
10. Khalistan 15 9 2 8 34 akhat. K‘anwamt Singh was later one of the five members of
Liberation Force (10.53) tl}e Pantl_nc Commilftee. After the split he became a member
11 No information. 1 1 5 2 10 l(: “the rival Panthic committee led by Dr. Sohan Singh.
' (3.09) ollowing the death of Sukhdev Singh Sukha alias “Sukha
~ . Sipahi”, aliass General Labh Singh, Kanwarjit Singh took over
Total 70 77 112 64 323

as Chief of KCF. His relative Harminder Singh of the same
(100) village was appointed member of the Panthic Committee in
hp Place. Among other important leaders in our area of study
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. ‘ha region Jathedar (Chie
= singh shtiwal, N_ial:‘whf became Lt. Gex\er:)l
were; Dharam S5 - gy4) Chhina | saj Gingh popula
the death of 53“1331::;; ‘{g,gciﬁef of ’IELIE" Sirtl!]

c) after H1© i ) ’
of BTFK (5) smgh;o:;;nchief of Dasmesh Regiment;
SSF; Balwinder Singh Shahpur’

ir Singh, ¢ of Dasmesh Regiment after the death of
who became Ch-leder pal Singh Bhola who became chief of
Mattewal; Ra;mth of Gurjant Singh Budhsinghwala; Manjjt
KLF after the eEF who was earliera close ally of Avtar Sing}h,
Singh Lt. Gen: KCh’a nchal Singh Udhoke, Chief of KLA;
Brahma, and =Aon T rhat Singh, Jathedar of BKI; ang
Rajwinder Singh g, d) Area Commander of KCF (’P
Gurinder Singh (Bhikhiwin isation t 4
few of them had shifted from one organisation to another,

Only four of these lea}Qers were k_nown to haVe. 'had a
semblance of an earlier polm?al orientation or party affiliation,
Manochahal, a former army jawan who was sentenced to one
year’s imprisonment for assaulting an officer, became a follower
of Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and was reportedly a pat
of the jatha which had marched to the Sapt Nlrank.an Samagam
in Amritsaron April 13, 1978 and was involved in the violent
clash. He had remained a part of Bhindranwale’s militant
struggle. Dharamvir Singh of Kamoke (Butala) was known to
have been an activist of the AISSF, and an effective mobiliser
among students. He was a candidate of Akali Dal (Mann) in
the aborted Assembly election of June 1991 from Beas
Constituency. Kanwarjit Singh of Sultanwind belonged to a
family having old Congress party affiliation but had veered
round to Bhindranwale’s morcha during 1981-82. Sital Singh
Mattewal had some affiliation with the Congress party before
he murdered a person in 1979 and was sentenced to life
imprisonment. He had reportedly contested an election to the
Board of Directors of the Amritsar Cooperative Bank. All the
respondents thought he was not a supporter of Khalistan nor
did he project a political cause, though they would not know
whether and what he discussed with members of his group.
There was no evidence that any of the other leaders had any
political leanings or affiliations before taking up the guns.
Barring two from one village (Sultanwind) belonging to a
family of district Congress leader, none of the 323 came from

1
jeader of Al
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Table XV: Profile of Prominent Terrorist Leaders (Police Districtwise)

AMRITSAR

joining

mem-

of
family  bers

Education Caste Land Family Reason of

of
Activities

Status

at

Age Marital Duration
Joining

Position Terrorist
Organi-

Village

Name

Sr.
No.

sation

(in

acres)

Looting /to
make money

Inter family
dispute

7

Primary JAT 12

1987-92

M

25

KCF(2)

Lt. Gen

1. Resham Singh Thande

10

1986-88  Primary JAT

BTFKM) 25 M

Lt. Gen

Thande

2. Karaj Singh

Poverty/

6

JAT 2

Illiterate

U/M 1984-93

17

BTFK(S)

Lt. Gen
later chief*

Chhina

alias Satta

Chinna

3. Satnam Singh Harsha
4. Harminder

Operation

Blue Star

Operation
Blue Star

8

JAT 30

U/M 198490 B.A.

24

KCF(P)

Chief of
KCF**
and

Sultan-
wind

Singh

member

of Sohan
Singh

Panthic
Committee

N|

Operation
Blue Star

5

50

JAT

B.A.

1988-91

M

30

Founder KCF(P)
Member

Sultan-
wind

5. Kanwarjit
Singh




Sr. Name Village  Position Terrorist Age Marital Duration Education Caste Land Family Reason of
No. Organi-  at  Status of of mem- joining
sation  Joining Activities family  bers
(in
acres)
of Sohan
Singh
Panthic
Committee
MAJITHA
6. Bhupinder Butala Lt. Gen. BTFKM) 22 U/M 1986-89  +2 JAT 4 7 For
Singh Khalistan
alias
Bhinda . .
7. Bikramyjit Butala Lt Gen. BTFK(M) 18 U/M 198891 Matric  JAT 5 7 Links with
Singh Terrorists -
8. Ravinder Kaleke  Chiefof KLF 25 M 1987-91 Matric JAT 2 4 Links \'fvith §
Singh KLF*** Terrorists 5.
Bhola ) 3
9. Surjit Singh Kaleke Lt.Gen. KLF 20 U/M 198892  Matric JAT 3 5 OutofFun 5
(now CAT i
after =
surrender) &
. Sr. Name Village  Position Terrorist Age Marital Duration Education Caste Land Family Reason of 'éi
No. Organi-  at  Slatus of of mem- joining m
sation  Joining Activities family  bers °§—_
(in 3
acres)
10. Sital Singh Mattewal Founder Dashmesh 35 M 1986-92 Middle JAT 5 13 Political
Chief Regiment Ambitions
11. Bikramjit Sehnsra  Founder BTFKM) 25 U/M 1980-86 illiterate JAT 16 8 For looting
Singh Member
of BTFK
TARN TARAN
12. Chanan Gharyala Founder BTFKM) 63 M 1983-91 illiterate JAT 25 10 Influence of
Singh Member Bhindran-
of BTFK wale
13. Nirmal Mianwind Lt. Gen. KCF(P) 25 U/M 198691 +2 JAT 12 7 Tomake
Singh money
14. Gurbachan Naushehra Founder BTFK 35 M 1984-93  Matric JAT 1 13 Influence of
Singh Pannuan  Chief Bhindran-
Manochahal wale
BATALA
15. Jugraj Singh Cheema  Deputy = KLF 17 U/M 198490 Matric  JAT 12. 8 Influence of
glias Toafan ~ Khudi Chief Bhindran-
Singh Toofan wale by
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82 ‘ h “calls for attendance”
+coerced’ throug >
respondents as largelzv;‘;; :n surrounding villages. As some

given from t;:l;(e;:rciNo one wanted tc: be noticetg as a non-
o t?er[;;f'? Bhupinder Singh ‘Bhinda’ was considered a sort
conio ‘

i ier part of his operations. The
ofariok mOd'er dunnglzl;e: a::f;rl;er of specific cases of
villagers pointed :grtiongby him and regular extortion of
kidnappings fo(ri ex L ety Rasya bial. iy
money ffotTkg; ::S iasn of the business. He was, however,
ii;et;irply identified as the first to target am_:l kill a Hir_ldu
family in Butala with the clear objective of forcing migration,
“Sabh to pehlan ohde kolon Hindu marwa_tye "san Butale vich (ﬁmt
of all Hindus were got killed thropgh him) w?s.t!\e expression
implying his exoneration from direct I‘ESpOI\Slblh'ty_ About 40
families of Hindus were reported to have. migrated from
Butala in panic soon after. Yetit was recognised approvingly
that he did not, in normal course, _do harm to or threaten ap
ordinary person: “Aiwein turey jaande noon tang nahin see
karda”. That spoke loudly of the mental make-up or the sense
of discrimination of the respondents from the village.

In the case of all the others, the key markers of the images
held by the respondents from their villages were that they
were wayward adventurists, or were there for thrills, or had
criminal instincts, or lust or/and revengefulness.

13. Traits

A description: Ehman vichon koi vee khaandey peendey ghar da
nahin see, summed up a general low estimation of the “boys”.
A penchant for identifying the dominant traits of the leading
terrorists was, however, prominent in the descriptions given
by the respondents in public gatherings. Rajbinder Singh alias
Charhat Singh, Jathedar of BKI, for example, was considered
“the greatest extortionist”; an other with a similar reputation
being Gurbachan Singh Manochahal. Billa of Varpal was
mentioned as “the most notorious haterand killer of Hindus”.
This was revealed while discussing Balwinder Shahpur’s and
Bhinda’s killing of the people of that community in Butala and
adjcining villages. Satnam Singh Satta of Harsha Chhina was
described as the “most lustful” adventurist having two wives
and a mistress. He was also a “high stakes mercenary who

The Fighters

operated in the Terai region of U.P.” and was
killer of 10 migrant labourers in a shootout in
near Ajnala. The young girl ‘Shammi's® home where she liveq
witha widowed motherand three young sisters was mentioned
as the ‘adda’ where different gangs halted for rest and sexya]
exploits.

The description of some terrorists as ‘bhangar’ (an addict
of hemp) or amli (Opium eater) revealed the image of recruits
as belonging to the lower castes. Debu chowkidgr (watchman)
a mazhbi of Sathiala, discovered a new surge of his ego afte;-
his son took to terrorism. “He commanded sons of Jats to
bring from their fields green fodder, carrying big bushels on
their heads and feed the mazhbi’s cattles”, It was a'lower
caste man’s sweet revenge against the traditionally dominant
and commanding Jats.

Barring reference to only two of the terrorists, none of the
others was known as a consumer of liquor. But opium eating
was not uncommon. It was mentioned in a number of cases
that consumption of a variety of cough syrups such as
Benedril, Glycodeine and Phencadryl, with a high content of
codeine, became a ‘craze’. The chenﬁsls/druggists in Baba
Bakala, Butala, Sathiala and Kaleke when consulted in this
regard, confirmed that large quantities of the cough
syrups (full crates in some cases), were ordered by the
‘boys’.

What particular demands did they make apart from food
and beds when groups forced themselves on families for
spending nights”? “Almonds” was one of the items. The
vulnerable households were advised to keep a ready stock of
the believed aphrodisiac. With an impish smile, one or the
other respondent occasionally volunteered an explanation:
“for the kind of night life they lived how could they survive
without almonds and desi ghee mixed milk”,

Did the police have information about these hideouts?
“Of course they did”, believed the respondents in Sathiala.
“But the police never dared to enter the village after sunset”.
After the 1989 Lok Sabha elections in which the terrorist
sn_npported candidates captured a majority of seats, many
villagers, as we were told, came to believe that the future was
with the “boys” and that following a settlement with the
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Treputed as the
Gujarpur village
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nfrontation and resistance py e family of Mangta
a-rmed co 4ala Kalanin Majitha Police district. (See Chapter
Singh of Wacala t8 = o terrorists killed Mangta Singh and
VI for details). After the " ;
- f his sons, another of his sons killed the father
injured one 0 ; ibili
of one of the terrorists and owned the responsibility and
“credit” publicly. The other sons arm_ed themselvgs a{\d let it
be known that they would not permit any terrorists in their
village. They got a silent but firm support from the villagers
in their resistance against the terrorists. In village Bhikhiwind
of Tarn Taran Police district two Sandhu brothers, with the
support of their family members, repulsed 18 major attempts
(besides about 30 minor attacks) from various groups of
terrorists. On the other hand, our respondents believed thata
Jarge number of such individuals or families who compromised
with the terrorists for safety became the sure victims of
continuing blackmail and were often killed. The terrorists
were basically “cowards”, our respondents observed in two of
our village gatherings. On the other hand, one case of killing
of a school teacher in Rayya Mandi points to another trait of
the “boys”. Why was the teacher on a bicycle made the target?
Did the killers know him? Was he an informer? No. “The
press reports gave the impression that the terrorists were on
the run and that the police had an upper hand. We wanted
to make a point that we are alive and kicking”, one of the
terrorists was reported to have remarked. Untargetted murder
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served as propaganda as well as intimidation tactics fo

I eas
extortion of money. y

14. Role of Women

Three women, as mentioned above, were identified as
part of the terrorist groups in two villages of Majitha police
district. Their role related to carrying messages and arms byt
more importantly as a cover for safe commuting by closely
related terrorists. With a woman on the pillion of a motorbike
or one walking beside him, a terrorist could often safely drive
or walk through a police check-post set up for routine
interrogation, passing for a harmless couple, The respondents
identified them as either virtually married or tied by emotional/
sexual relations with particular leaders. Kulbir Kaur, popularly
known as Malka (Empress) was, for example, considered to
have been married to Joga Singh, Lt. General of KCF (Z) who
belonged to the nearby village of Khanpur. According to our
respondents, she reportedly insisted on being killed with him
when he was targetted by the police. Similarly Harpal Kaur
died in 1993 in a “real encounter” alongside the one she had
“an affair’ with.

A total of 18 cases of marriages by terrorists were reported
by the respondents — making a distinction between 7 cases of
marriage by consent and 11 forced ones. Dharam Singh
Kashtiwal, Majha region Chief of BKI, for instance, was
reported to have coerced a Jat Sikh family of a nearby village.
As described earlier, Satnam Singh alias Satta Chhina married
twice and was believed to have another mistress. Toofan
Singh of Cheema Khudi, on the other hand, married by
mutual consent one Sangeeta Sandu®, reportedly a “beautiful
5'x 7" girl who had participated in the national basket ball
school competition. After his death in a “real encounter”,
Sangeeta started living with Balwinder Singh Shahpur, then
Chief of Dasmesh Regiment, reportedly on condition that
“‘Shahpur’ would liquidate the person allegedly responsible
for information given to the police which led to the killing of
her husband Toofan Singh. Later, when Balwinder Shahpur
suspected her of infidelity/or ‘illicit’ relations with another
"t_ermﬁst", as our respondents believed, he “cut her into
pieces”.  Meanwhile the suspected informers relating to
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86 Marital status of the Terrorists (Police
Table XVE Districtwise)

—_—
mritsar Majitha Tarn Batala Total

Sy, Marital Taran
) Upmaried 6 %75 B
7 0 77 12 64 33
et

Singh's killing had been similarly “cut .mto pieces” |y
;‘;:;;r:ms Eomnds. Totey totey kar ke marya (killed by Cuttin
Jimb by limb) appeared an expressw'n common to the §;
peasantry in a revenge killing as punishment for dishonoyy,
The respondents in two important villages referred to sexual
exploits of the “boys” who had made several homes thejy
#addas” (centres for night stay). A caseofan adjoining village
was identified as the one which policemen and terrorists
visited by tumn leading to suspicion and finally the murge;
of that woman by the terrorists.

The emerging picture of the fighters for Khalistan points
to the predominance of virtual social dropouts who came int,
the business of terrorism for their own personal reasons of
adventure, and making money. “Shaukia” - out of fun/
fondness was a telling phrase that was often used at least for
those who joined the movement after 1987. Hardly 3% were
found to have taken to violence out of anger against some
kind of injustice. Over 65% came from the large families of
landless labourers, marginal and small farmers; most of the
young men of less than 22 years of age and ‘unemployable’ in
. the white-collar job market. Because of little or no formal

education and perhaps because they were not well equipped
or well advised for self employment, terrorism provided to
them a promising opening. No one, including the leaders of
various organisations (barring two boys) came from a well-to-
do family. Twenty five percent of them were identified by
their own people as vagabonds or riff-raff among what was
described as mandheer ral gayee see. No wonder that a high
incidence of indulgence in forced sex was reported by the
people. Around 82 per cent of the “boys” in our area were
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1 1 Jats by caste; the post-Green Revolution crop disinclined
5 ]athe Jowly manual labour even on their own farms.
connections, 45 of them being real brothers, were
nt. The ground reality was at odds with the general
tion that it were the educated unemployed who took to
p?rcep Virtually none appeared to have had a political or
qule{nfle; orientation or was concerned with issues of injustice
re!lglome Gikhs and the problems facing the agriculturist
with e hich were normally associated with the “Punjab
far_misn The definition provided by the Government of India
E,ntiesé “fighters” as secessionists appeared, in retrospect, to
be equally far-fetched.

to do
Kinship
romine

Notes

1Joginder Singh, Sikh Resurgence, National Book Organisation,
Delhi, 1997. Joginder Singh’s data is largely based on the 1931 Census
of India. However, the proportions have remained the same as there
was less likelihood of any demographic interruption.

1Gee, for instance, Charles A. Russel and Bowman H. Miller,
#Profile of A Terrorist”, in Freedman Lawrence and Alexander Yonah
(eds.) Perspectives on Terrorism, TIPC, New Delhi, 1985 and Patrida G.
Steinhoff, “The Portrait of a Terrorist”, Asian Survey XVI: 9 (September
1976).

3ee Joyce Pettigrew’s argument in The Siks of the Punjab. Unheard
Voices of the State and Guerrilla Violence, Zed Books, London, pp. 4 and
139.

*The names in this case have been changed by us.
The name of the girl has been changed.
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Villages During Terrorism

In this chapter we propose to examine our vil!ag&s in termg
of their general location in t-he terrorist violence, The
purpose is to look for connections be_tWeen the OCCUrTence
of terrorism and its setting. The fl_rst part  deals wigy,
the quantitative information which includes Cértain
common and not so common features of the villages anq the
violence by the terrorists in these villages. The narration of
certain cases is taken up in the second part, in order
illustrate some aspects and a back up is provided thmugh
qualitative data.

Our discussion in Chapter 2 was focussed on thoge
terrorists who belonged to the villages under study. But thejr
operations were not confined to their own villages. The are,
of their major activities lay, in many cases, outside their owp
villages. So we include here those activities also which had
been undertaken by the terrorists who did not belong to these
villages. For example, a well-known terrorist Sukhdev Singh,
of village Jhamke, a Lieutenant General of KCF, and his band
carried out a number of terrorist activities in the village
Udhoke. Since Udhoke was one of the villages studied, his
actions would form part of our discussion here. Similarly,
Balwinder Singh of Shahpur and Joga Singh of Khanpur
villages (which were not a part of our study) remained largely
active in Butala. Their activities in the villages of our study
are discussed in this chapter. Some of the significant issues
such as forced migration and organized resistance to terrorism
in our villages have been taken up in separate chapters.
Narration of cases and anecdotal evidence available from our
villages has, however, been restricted in order to keep the
focus on major aspects.

Dl

Villages During Terrorism .,

villages and Terrorist Action

References to some dimensions of the villages studied
have been made in'the earlier chapters. Some other important
aspects may be described here. One relates to the division of
the village population between scheduled castes and non-
scheduled castes, and.another to the number and types of
religious placesin the villages. The percgntage of the scheduled
castes in Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts was 28.00 and
24.70 respectively. It is interesting to note that with the
exception of Miran Kot (-22.88?0) and Gharyala (20.27%) all
villages of district Amritsar in our study had a higher
proportion of the scheduled castes than the district average.
Village Thande, for example, had a Scheduled Caste population
of 43% and Harsha Chhina 38%. On the other hand, in
Gurdaspur district, with the exception of Ghasitpur (29.51%),
all villages had a lower proportion than the district average.
An extreme case was that of Dayalgarh which had as low as
2.68 per cent population of Scheduled Castes due to the large
scale conversion of the former untouchables to Christianty.
Christians have been classified in Punjab as one of the
packward classes. (A detailed picture is available in Table
XVII) It is also important to note that the villagers’ view of the
profile of their own village was normally presented in terms
of caste and sub-caste categories of households (ghar). For
example in one of our villages the description, wherein
practically each one of the 9 member group of respondents
volunteered to give the information in our first meeting,
proceeded as under:

Total households (families) about 500. Mazhbi
households - about 140 families; One mohalla (street)
Teli, Darzi, Lohar, Nai households (Oilseller, tailor,
blacksmith, barber castes households) about 15 families;
Arora Sikh - 5 families; Chhimba Singh
(Calico-printer sub-caste group of Sikhs) —

12 families.

L
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ble XVII: Total pop )
- etheir proportion in each Villa
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ulation of the Scheduled Cagtg anqd
ge (1991 Censua)

Sr.  Police Village Scheduledm
No. District Castes  of the
Population  to4q)
P Opulation
o —
I. Amritsar 1. Basarke 820 35.22
2. Harsha Chhina 1991 38.00
3. Jheeta Kalan 547 34.75
4. Miran Kot 764 22.88
5. Thande 757 4323
6. Sultanwind Urban
7. Wadali Guru Urban
II. Majitha 1. Butala 2310 36.51
2. Kaleke 805 35,57
3. Mattewal 630 27.68
4. Sathiala 2241 30.94
5. Sehnsara 1524 38.07
6. Vadala Kalan 1226 29.21
7. Vadala Veerum 1126 29.10
1II. Taran Taran 1. Bagrian 882 35.56
2. Gharyala 1307 20.27
3. Mianwind 673 33.85
4. Naushera Pannuan 2063 34.61
5. Rataual 877 32.42
6. Sur Singh 2839 33.44
7. Bhikhiwind Urban
IV. Batala 1. Butter Kalan 289 20.75
2. Cheema Khudi 552 21.74
3. Dayalgarh 56 2.68
4. Ghasitpur 352 29.51
5. Kashtiwal 135 10.71
6. Khojala 709 30.71
7. Udhoke 1000 39.31

v—"
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Bahman (Brahinin) - there were 5 families earlier, now
one is left;
Khatri Monay (Khatri, clean shaven to distinguish
them from Khatri Sikhs) 5 households;
Sahnsi - 2, Mirasi 2, Mochi 1.

The rest it was assumed were Jat households. It did not
require a mention. Only w’hen you enquired abcn‘xlt the Jat
families they would say, “all the rest were Jats”. Then
someone adds: “All Jats are Chahal; one family of Randhawas”.

What were the consequences of such a caste composition
and distinctions for terrorism? This is a moot question which
would be examined in the subsequent pages.

The second dimension on which quantitative information
appeared significant related to the number and kinds of
religious places in the villages. Their prominent presence in
large numbers drew instant notice. As many as 302 such
places were listed in the 28 villages including those which are
now included in urban areas. (See Table-XVIII). Expectedly
the Gurdwaras, 213 in number were the most numerous. The
terrorists used such religious places for shelter or short stay
and often for announcing commands for the public on the
loudspeakers. Occasionally the priest was resourceful, as for
instance in Kashtiwal, in recruiting young boys for the
movement. The largest number of Gurdwaras in any village
to be found was 28 in Sur Singh which had a total population
of 8491, over 33 per cent of whom belonged to the Scheduled
Castes. In addition to the presence of some historical
Gurdwaras, as this region remained the hub of Sikh religious
activities, there were many others which reflected the internal
structure and dynamics of the Sikh community in the village.
Each village was invariably divided into various pattis, an
equivalent of mohalla or locality. However, each patti consisted
of single caste households. Thus there were separate pattis of
Jats, Tarkhans, and Mazhbis. It is generally argued in the
present context that such Gurdwaras also served as places for
social functions. However, separate Gurdwaras for a separate
patti, in effect, for a separate caste conglomeration, pointed to

the caste dynamics in religious affairs as also to the marking
of social distinctions.
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Table XVIII: Religious Places (Police District-wise)
a :

Amritsar Majitha ~ Tarn  Batala  Totg)

i}n Religious Teras
0.

ra 59 53 72 29 213
1. Gurdwa s

12

le 10 8 7

2. Temp o

- - 2 2

. Church =

’ (0.66)

- 3 - . 1

4. Mosque }
- (0.33)

5. Dera 4 4 4 2 14
(4.64)

6. Pir's Mazar 10 5 12 8 35
(11.60)

7. Nishan Sahib 2 3 2 2 9
by Terrorists (2.98)

8. Gurdwara by 1 = 1 = 2

Total 86 74 98 4 302

(24.48) (2450) (32.45) (1457) (100)

The presence of Pir's Mazar, visited by large numbers of
devotees from Hindu and Sikh communities, on the other
hand, symbolised a continuity in the composite folk religious
tradition of Punjab even fifty years after the Muslims left this
region. Such places, a total of 35 in our villages, were second
in number after the Gurdwaras.

What drew the attention of a visitor was a Gurdwara
constructed by the efforts of the terrorists (or-a Nishan Sahib,
the sacred flag of the Sikhs, on a high pole), raised in memory
of a slain terrorist of the village. In Naushehra Pannuan, for
example, Gurbachan Singh Manochahal, “General” (Chief) of
BTFK, started construction of a new Gurdwara. The process
stopped immediately after his death in an “encounter” with
the police. More noticeable was the “Nishan Sahib”, 1}'|stalled
in several villages, in anticipation of the construction of a
Gurdwara at that place. It has been a somewhat common

j
f
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method of announcing r&ervati_t_m of public or even private
jand for the Guru’s abode. _ln this case, more important was
the reservation fora mf:monal of a ‘martyr apparently for the
cause of the Guru or “The Panth”. The removal of the flag
amounted to blas.phemy. It may be mgntioned, however, that
with the exception of one such Nishan Sahib in village
Dayalgarh in Batala. police dlSt}'lCt all others have been removed
by the police. Designated as ‘martyrs’ by their comrades, the
killed terrorists werelsoug.ht to be included in the tradition
of great martyrs of Sikh history. In the light of this tradition
the construction of a Gur"d‘wam was viewed as a significant
source of providing legitimacy and status to the leading
terrorists, and special status to their living supporters and
members of their families. The terrorists could get away with
it during the period when they were dominant in these
villages. But when the tide turned against them these Nishan
Gahibs came to be perceived differently. In the case of
Dayalgarh, the Nishan Sahib was erected on the private
property of the family of a terrorist and thus could not be
removed.

Of the various activities of the terrorists such as
kidnappings, extortions, lootings and killings, only the last
could be quantitatively estimated. In all other cases, while
there was little disagreement on a very high scale of such
activities, a proper count was not possible. In most of these
cases, the respondents were not clear, however, about the
number of kidnappings for extortion or who looted how
much from a particular person or bank. Our respondents
came up with inventories of assets built up by the prominent
ones, such as Gurbachan Singh Manochahal, for example. His
father owned less than one acre of land before he took to the
business of terrorism. Then the assets piled up; 17 acres of
land, a brick kiln, a big house, a truck, lots of cash and so on.
“While making a small payment of 10 rupees at a shop he
invariably took out huge bundles of notes to display his
wealth”, reported an old hand in his village. In certain cases
the individuals kidnapped from outside the village were kept
in somebody’s house in the village. However, fewer

individuals were reportedly kidnapped by them from their
own villages.
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Regarding the persons killed by the terrorists or the police
in each village, our respondents almost vied with one another
in clearly naming and counting all the cases. Al.together 327
i.e. about 86 per cent of the total of 381 persons lfﬂled in these
villages by the terrorists were clear}y 1d331.mf1.ed by caste,
religion and many by other local 1dent1f.1cat10ns such as
kinship and/or traits. The other 54 were identified by the
social position of the killed. Prominent features of terrorisp,
available in the data may well be discussed.

Among the 327 people killed and identified by thej;
religion, 254 (approx. 78%) were Sikhs, 62 (19%) Hindus anq
11 (about 4%) Christians. By caste, Jats 186 (57%) were on to
of the list of those who were killed in these villages. The next
in line were Mazhbis 16% and Brahmins 13%. (See Table X1,
With the exceptions of a few victims who were visitin

relatives or friends, all of these persons belonged to the
villages of our study. That is why it was possible for our
respondents to identify the killed by their caste and religion,
It was different with regard to incidents of rape. The
respondents volunteered information about cases in which
the women of Mazhbis or Kumhars were involved, and less
inclined to discuss cases relating to women of Jat families. Yet
they mentioned a high incidence in different villages. A

prominent government doctor in one village provided a
generalised picture of young girls brought for termination of
pregnancies from surrounding villages every week and in
deference to social honour referring the cases from that
particular village to private hospitals/clinics in Amritsar city.

The religion and caste of the terrorists’ victims raised a
question regarding the ideology and practice of this movement.
Were such actions in tune with the objectives of the movement?
Had the activities been in accordance with the goal of the
movement, wouldn’t Hindus—Brahmins or Khatris—have
been major targets rather than Sikhs, particularly Jats? Is it
that the “renegades” or “opponents” of the movement were
identified as the first major enemies who needed to be killed?
The respondents were asked about the cases of the people
killed in this regard. It was found that the killed included
sympathisers or supporters of the movement; many of whom

| Villages During Terrorism

95

Table XIX: Caste and Religion of the People killed by the
Terrorists (Police District wise)

\ Sr.

Amritsar

Caste/ Majitha  Tarn  Batala  Total
E No. Religion Taran
1. Jat Sikh 26 48 58 54 186 (100)
(13.98) (25.81) (31.18) (29.03) (56.88)
2. Khatri Sikh 2 1 - * 3 (100)
(66.67) (33.33) (0.91)
3. Ramgarhia = - - 1 1 (100)
Sikh (0.31)
. 4. Suniara - - - 1 1 (100)
‘@ Sikh (100) (0.31)
| 5. Chhimba - 2 - - 2 (100)
Sikh, (100) e,
6. Kumhar 4 - . - 4 a00)
7. Jheer Sikh 1 1 1 1 4 (100)
(25.00) (25.00) (25.00) (25.00) (1.22)
8. Sansi - - - 1 1 (100)
Sikh (100) (0.31)
9. Mazhbi 9 16 15 12 52 (100)
Sikh (17.31) (30.77) (28.85) (23.07) (15.90)
10. Br.ahmin 13 18 9 4 4 (100)
Hlndl’l (29.55) (4091) (20.45) (9.09) (13.46)
11. K]jlatn - - 13 - 13 (100)
Hln.du (100) (3.98)
12. Ba'ma 1 3 - - 4 (100)
Hindu (25.00) (75.00) (1.22)
13. Bazigar - -
., - 1 1 (100)
i, Chratass ) (100) (0.31)
stian - 10 1 1 (100)
Masih
(90.91)  (9.09) (3.36)
15. Total 5
Qa 3.13) (g; 22) ]((3); 41) 76 i e
. : (23.24) (100)
Row-wise percentages; the last colum shows the colum-wise percentage.

ways,

had given shelter to the
_ Not many were
terrorists in the ideologic

terrorists or served them in other

suspected to be opponents of the
al sense of the term. Respondents in
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at least one third of the villages confirmed that those who
tended to show appreciation or sympathy for the terrorists
were more often the victims as against those who were
Kknown to be opposed to the terrorists. On the other hand, ope
could make some sense why a larger number of Hindus in
these villages were not chosen to be killed. There were, of
course, well known cases elsewhere of the killings of the
Hindu passengers travelling in a bus, often after proper
identification and after separating them from the Sikhs, That
had great symbolic effect manifesting propaganda by deeq,
So was the impact of the killing of Hindus inour villages, Yet
Hindus were not specifically targetted in these villages to the
extent that the others were. Perhaps the fighters aimed largely
at creating such conditions as would force Hindus to leave the
villages where they had been living for generations. This
actually happened following the killing of some Hindu families
as we will see in Chapter 5.

But how do we explain the fact that the Jats constituted a
majority of the victims? Does it conform to the logic of the
movement? To an extent, no. If we cannot locate the reasons
for explanation of these killings in the ideology and goal of
struggle for a Sikh State or Khalistan, we need to look for
causes elsewhere. We may recall that among the terrorists in
our villages the Jats constituted a preponderant majority of 82
per cent. It may also be useful to recall that the Jats constituted
an overwhelming majority in our villages and that more than
two thirds of the total population of the Sikhs were Jats. That
the participants and victims were largely in accordance with
their preponderance in rural population cannot pass for an
explanation. Upon closer investigation it was found that the
inter-family rivalry, inter-gang rivalry, suspicion of betrayal,
and notions of revenge or vendetta were the major reasons for
the killings. In any case that came out to be the ruling
perception among our respondents. The degree of killings of
the Jats indicated that such conditions were all pervading.
Some of these aspects have been taken up in the second part
of the chapter. It may be pointed out however, that on the
basis of certain indicators available during our meetings with
the groups of respondents, one could notice the element of
family disputes as a major determinant. The nature of

e el
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g anisational affiliation of the terrorists provided some cly
[n the villages v\‘rhere the te":()"i—“jﬁ had got affiliateg wish'
more than one different organisations it was an almost clear
indication that there could be'a history of inter family conflict
in the village. This needefd Investigation. We were rarel
proVed WIOng. Tt}e exceptions existed only in the form of lack
of simultaneity, ie. where there was a time sequence of
terrorists joiNIng different organisations at different times
That did not, however, mean that all families involved in
feuds, contributed or could have contributed a member to
terrorism to settle personal scores. There were exceptions to
the rule. In Sur Singh village, for example, Guran Singh and
his son eliminated a whole family. Only one member, a son,
escaped. The survivor preferred to migrate to the city for he
was doing a government job.

The data on the killings of the Jat Sikhs by the terrorists
tended to suggest that one cannot ignore the internal dynamics
of this caste while trying to make sense of the terrorist
movement in Punjab. In Dyalgarh, for example, a prominent
landlord, apparently friendly with the Area Commander of
one of the organisations, told us about the problem which a
commander faced in keeping his flock in control. Among the
40 odd members under his control, each one was a master of
his will and had modern weapons. “How can I control their

'activities?”, he is reported to have asked his benefactor.

The evidence on socio-economic background of the
terrorists (Chapter 2) pointed to class differentiation within
the caste. Economic inequalities among the Jats existed earlier
too, but the prevalent incidence and nature of inequalities
which emerged after the experience of the Green Revolution
were different. The sub-division of land holdings and the
changes in the work culture put a large number of young
persons of the peasant proprietory caste at the periphery of the
social relations. The increasing role of capital in agriculture
widened the gap between the classes of peasants. That,
however, did not result in a manifest class conflict within the
landowning Jat Caste, though it was in many cases the cause
of conflict with the Mazhbi agricultural working class. The
advent of “consumer culture” sharpened the perceptions of
differentiation within the caste as also the urge for short
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to accumulation. This influenced the

circuiting recourse .on of the religious leaders as also
s i of a section of the relig1ous lea .
E:ehrtxiltltsg lrsc:l(i);i?:s in different ways. An inclination for quick
-ition of money and property by individual terrorists
AL t tendency. On the other hand, the

ticed as a prominen
x:lsl-]:g-do landowners and traders regarded the emergent

local armed groups as a source B0 SR fpayment of
tection money in a situation of breakdown of oyder.
mehe Mazhbis and the Masihs who had a similar caste
status constituted as we have described the_ secon(_i largest
number among the victims. Among the Mazhbis were includeq
four women who were stated to have been killed b_ecause they
were “loose characters”. Those who were perceived by the
terrorists as police touts became more marked targets. An
affiliation of a Mazhbi kamin with the family of a landowner
with whom a particular terrorist had_ fax.nily r_ivalry m_ade him
a more likely victim. In a shootout incident in Sur Singh, for
example, a Mazhbi was accompanying the Jat_landowner who
was the primary target. The Mazhbi was killed along with
him. The killing of such a Mazhbi as a soft substitute was not
uncommon. The cultural formation involving the relationshjp
between the Jat who is a landowner and Mazhbi who is a
landless worker has been described in the Introduction.

So far as the police districtwise variations are concerned,
we find that more Hindus were killed in the villages of Tam
Taran and Majitha police districts. In all other cases, except
the killings of Mazhbi/Masih, there was a uniform pattern.
Overall, Tarn Taran topped the list of the killed in the area of
our study. This finding was in accordance with the general
perception that this police district was the most ‘disturbed’.

The social position of the persons whose caste and religion
were not known (could be Sikhs or Hindus), but who had
been killed in the territory of the villages studied, is given in
Table XX. These were identified as police and CRPF personnel,
migrant labourers or simply “terrorists” killed by other
terrorists. Among them the police and CRPF personnel
constituted over 72 per cent of the total. It seemed natural that
the men of the police force deployed for the suppression of
terrorism would be the targets. Thus, the occurrence of
‘encounters’ between the police and the terrorists was
inevitable.
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Table XX: Social position of the people whose caste/
religion is not known but killed by the terrorists
(Police District wise)

—

Sr. Amritsar Majitha Tam  Batala  Total
No. Taran

1. Police 1 8 14 - 23
Personnel (42.59)

2. CR[JF 3 10 3 o 16
Personnel (29.63)

4. Terrorists 1 % . 4 5
) (9.26)

5. Now Known 5 1 - - 6
(11.11)

Total 11 20 19 4 54

(20.37) (37.04) (35.19) (7.40) (100)

It was evident that the terrorist movement had pre-
organisational character. Groups based on personal following
which emerged in the wake of opposition to the state power
were shaped by the dynamics of the customary patterns of
allegiance and enmity. As the movement prolonged, the
number of organisations multiplied. Out of ten organisations
in the area of our study, killings were attributed to eight
terrorist organisations. The data on the number of persons
identified as killed by a particular organisation showed that
KCF (Z) and KCF (Panjwar) were reported to have killed the
largest number of persons in our villages (See Table XXI). The
Bhindranwale Tiger Force of Khalistan(BTFK-M) and Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI) were the other prominent
organisations. These four organisations were the most active
in both Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts. However, we
found certain noticeable patterns in the activities of these
organisations. Each of the organisations had distinct pockets
of influence and operation. As already described the BKI
was, for example, active in certain villages of the Batala police



Terrorism in Punjab
100

district an

d the KCF (P) in specific villages of Tarn Taran and

. . : ‘S-
Amritsar police distric .
xXI: Sex-wise number of Persons killed by a
Table . Militant Organizah'on

Sr. Name of the Male Female Total
r.

No. Organimtion .
1. KCF(®@) ;: 13 g;-
2. KCF(P) 5 :

3. BTFK(M) 50 - 3
4. BTFK(S) 6 8
5. BKI 47 8 55
6. KLF 4 9 53
7. Dashmesh Regiment 13 2 15
8. KLA 9 2 1
9. Not Known 16 - 16_.

874%)  (126%)

The women, according to our data, constituted 12.60 per
cent of those killed by terrorists in these villages. We have
already mentioned that some women were killed by the
terrorists because they were accused of being ladies of ‘loose
character’. It was noticed that even in the cases where our
respondents had no independent knowledge or evidence of
the charge, none of them appeared to reject or question the
allegations against these women. In most of the other cases,
they were killed when their families were attacked because
their husbands, fathers or brothers had been pronounced as
enemies or affiliates of the enemies, by the terrorists. On such
a labelling of men, however, our respondents in some cases
pronounced the allegation to be patenfly wrong or that the
killing resulted from a particular terrorist’s feeling of personal
hurt or grouse rather than from any ideological opposition.

A probe into the connection of such killings with the
internal dynamics of the villages in Punjabin general appeared
necessary. This dynamics is related with the horizontal and
vertical integration of castes. Dominated by owner cultivating

castes, such as Jat, Saini, Kamboj and Labana the villages in
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njab had such caste-class configurations as 5
g:.n], hierarchies_. The horizoptal integration amol:\];:hr:d];;
had a different kind of dynamics because inter-family conflicts
pad been further reinforced by the sharpening of class
differentials among those belonging to the caste. Much of
what is called “the Punjab problem’ may be difficult to
understand without a sociological study of the terms of the
crisis in this leading class differentiated caste group.
Quantitative information alone may be inadequate for
understanding the pattern of relations. It may even hide
certain significant dimensions in the aggregation of data.
Qualitative data through case histories and observations may
therefore be necessary and helpful. This constitutes the subject
matter of Part IL.

II. Three Faces of Terrorist Activities

Only three cases covering as many villages have been
taken up for illustration and discussion here. These villages
are Basarke Bhaini, Udhoke Kalan and Rataul; one each from
the three police divisions of Amritsar districts. Udhoke Kalan
covers both the Majitha and Batala police districts since a part
of it falls in the administrative district of Gurdaspur. All the
three villages acquired prominence during the high tide of
terrorism.

1. Basarke-Bhaini

These twin villages are located near the south-western
periphery of Amritsar. Basarke has some distinctive features
in comparison with all other villages studied. Firstly, this
village is numerically dominated by the Kumhars who are
Sikhs. The second most numerous caste is that of Mazhbi
Sikhs. On the other hand the village Bhaini had a
preponderance of Jats. There are no clear boundaries
demarcating the two. That led to a joint name (two-in-one) of
Basarake-Bhaini. Secondly, a large number of men from
Basarke go frequently to the city to transport goods by mule-
driven carts mostly owned by them. Some young people from
the village also own or drive auto-rickshaws in Amritsar.
Thirdly, the out-migration of Jats from and in-migration of
Kumbhars shaped the existing composition of the village. There
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er factor in the distinct demographic composition of
g::;{:gthowmg to the pl'Oxim.ity to the city manyl men from
outside the village who married women Pelongmg to this
village moved here because of 'greater‘ job opportunities
available here than in their own villages situated at a greatey
distance from the city. A kind of functional matrilocy)
marriages were taking place among the lower caste and lowe,
class Kumhars. The poor Jats were moving out of the village,
All Jats settled in the village are landowners. Finally, in the
surrounding region there are more than the usual number f
brick-kilns. A good part of the land in the village, which,
means upper layers of the soil measured by feet and acre, was
sold to the brick-kiln owners by the landowners. That became
a major source of income for them even while retainin
ownership of the land. One could generate income even
without cultivation of that land.

The story of the terrorist violence in the twin villages
leading to the killing of 35 people in all may be largely
traceable to and rooted in the above factors. It is centered op
the land attached to a graveyard on a mound. This place i
known as the mazaar of “Pir Baba Shah Dal Wali”. It is part
of the composite religious tradition of Punjab in which Sufis
and their burial places were revered by people belonging to
different religions. One of the important actor, in the story

was Jagir Singh of this village who took to terrorism and -

joined KCF (Z) when he was thirty years of age. He was
educated upto primary level and was helping his father in
farming about ten acres of land. A part of the family’s land
was adjacent to the mound of Pir Baba’s mazaar. He had four
brothers and three sisters. Jagir Singh’s brother Shahbeg
Singh who was younger to him by seven years also joined
terrorism. Both of them weredm Khalistan Commando Force
(Zafarwal). Shahbeg Singh rose to be the Area Commander
of the organisation and was killed by the police early in 1992
in an “encounter”. Jagir Singh, however, surrendered before
the police during the same year.

The second character in the story is Giani Piara Singh who
used to sell illicit liquor and was known primarily as a police
informer. In the vocabulary of the rural areas, he was a
“police tout”. In other words, he was a low level gangster

B ' - el
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who would inform the pol.ice about v;a’x'@ous illegal activities,
rved as a “prosecution witness”-in- reserve whenever
and selice required his services in a court of law. As a result
the poercised a certain dubious influence in the village.
ne exver he also controlled the holy place of the sufi saint
Erope i d attached to it known in the village as theh,
d the lan ;
an und). On-every thursday, a considerable number of
ijn;(/)ote&s visited the place to !ight Fhe earthern lamps and
make some offerings. Giani Piara Singh used to have some
;ncome from this source.

During the discussion W1tl_1 the group of our mPondents
in Basarke, it came to our notice that Giani Piara Singh and
Jagir Singh used to be friends. It was also observed that most
of the farmers including Jagir Singh who owned a piece of
Jand surrounding the theh, had gradually encroached on parts
of land of the theh which was legally attached with the
religious shrine. The area of the theh was about five acres. The
process of encroachment which can also be observed in other
villages where there is common or government (public) land
was that at the time of every tilling of the land, the farmer
would shift the tiller a few inches or feet towards the adjacent
land. It remained unnoticed at the time but within a few years
a good slice of land got included into his possession. Jagir
Singh was accused of grabbing a part of the theh land.

When asked about the genesis of terrorist killings in the
village, all the people of the village in the group gave the theh
as the reason for the development of enmity between Jagir
Singh and Giani Piara Singh. As the conflict sharpened and
factions developed, Jagir Singh joined the KCF (Z) to avenge
the accusation or to confront the possibility of an armed

threat. Though it is difficult to make Jagir Singh directly
responsible, yet the killings of a number of persons in the
village by a group belonging to KCF (Z) was generally
attributed to the factional conflict between Jagir Singh and
Piara Singh. A total of 16 persons were killed by the terrorists’
in a series of incidents. All those killed who included ten Jats,
three Brahmins, two Kumbhars and one Mazhbi belonged to
the faction of Piara Singh.

Giani Piara Singh had already secured the protection of
the police. Since the late eighties the state had adopted a

|
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. 0
counter'“‘surge:;)c{mi who were threatened by the terrorigy

arctsfa 2R ingh received the arms he s,
t Piara Sing ved ' arte
The o apportersof Jagir Singh. The Violencein

: its climax on the occasion of the marriage ,
}raﬂliiggmr;ﬁ:;idnger brother. Before the marriage Partygw a:
togdepart for the bride"s place, P.lara Singh reach.ed Jagir
Singh’s home with his gang. Without any warning they
opened fire Jeading to the death 9f 19 persons on the .
including Jagir Singh’s father and passon. Most of the persons
killed at the spot were close relatives.

This kind of activity could not be defended by the police
Giani Piara Singh was arrested, tried and convicted. He Was:
awarded capital punishment by the Session Judge, but the
punishment has not yet been carried out.

2. Udhoke Kalan '

This village presents a history of feud and a mosaic of
social forces that worked later through the terrorist Violence,
The location of the village is unique as it is situated at the
border of Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts. Most of the
village area is in Amritsar district and falls in the Majitha
police district; a part of it is in Batala police district area. Byt
throughout the terrorist phase it was mainly the police under
Batala police district which conducted frequent raids in the
village. Two of the prominent terrorist leaders belonged to
this village, one of whom Chanchal Singh became the chief of
Khalistan Liberation Army (KLA).

The story of this village may be started from the seventies
when neither the Khalistani ideology norany religious activism
was present. The narrative is confined to Jat Sikhs only.

A well-to-do landowner Tarlok Singh was the Sarpanch of
the village and one of his close friends Tarsem Singh was a
panch. The friendship between the two had certain social
consequences. Tarlok Singh not only had a strong influence
in the village but he also had enemies. Tarsem Singh had a
serious dispute with his uncle (elder brother of his father)
over sharing of land. His uncle and cousins considered Tarlok
Singh as a bigger threat and enemy because of his clout and
his support for Tarsem Singh. Another ‘enemy’ of Tarlok
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ingh was a landowner in the adjacent village Jhamk

il::FSukhdev Singh emerged later as an imgpolhrti:mt igonﬁ
Jeader in the area. Both of these and two other similar cagses
of family feuds over land contributed to the alliances and
rivalries of the recruits to terrorism during the mid 1980s, In
1982, Tarsem Singh’s cousin killed Tarsem’s friend Sarpanch
Tarlok Singh. The culprit was tried by the court and punished
to life imprisonment.

Following the death of Tarlok Singh, Tarsem Singh
succeeded him as the village Sarpanch as he belonged to the
influential group of Tarlok Singh. With the result he became
the most important target of his opponents. By that time
sukhdev Singh Jhamke, whose father had enmity with Tarlok
Singh, had become an important leader having a good
number of followers recruited from his village. Soon thereafter
two successive murders were committed in Udhoke. The first
to be killed was Tarsem Singh the new Sarpanch. The other
killed later, was one Santokh Singh. In the second case the
involvement of the terrorists belonging to the village became
evident. Some of the subsequent occurrences in Jate eighties
were a direct outcome of these three murders resulting from
inter-family disputes. '

Our respondents recalled that the first among the boys of
Udhoke village to join terrorism was Labh Singh who joined
Sital Singh Mattewal’s Dashmesh regiment. He was married;
had a comfortable life and, as reported, seemed to have no
reasons to become a terrorist except perhaps fun and adventure.
He was killed in 1991 by the police in an alleged encounter.
But in the meanwhile he had initiated a process which led to
the joining of 14 other persons belonging to Udhoke in
broadly two different organisations. The reasons and
motivation for their joining could be linked with the social
dynamism of the village. _

The most prominent from the village was Chanchal Singh,
20 years of age at the time of joining KCF initially. His family
owned four acres of land which was expected to be shared
among four brothers. After joining terrorism he married the
sclster of another well-known terrorist Surjit Singh Penta, Lt.
3 eneral qf BTFK (Manochahal). (Penta consumed cynide and

led during ‘Operation Black Thunder’ in 1988) His younger
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ingh also joined him. Later, Chancha] Sjp, h
lf);ontnh:; (i\t;:n:;: o%ganisation na}med thalistan L.iberation
Army. Four more persons of the v.}llage, viz. Harbhajan Singh
Marwaria, Harbhajan Singh, Harjinder Singh and Bakhshish
Singh joined Chanchal Singh. _

Whatever might be the motives for all these persons
becoming terrorists, our respondents thought that these
related mainly to fun and looting. They began to align with
the families and individuals opposed to the faction of the
deceased Tarlok Singh.

When Sukhdev Singh Jhamke joined Chanchal Singh it
sent a danger signal to the family of Tarlok Singh. What were
the alternatives before the sons of Tarlok Singh? Ope was
seeking police protection; the other, joining a rival terroris
organisation. The elder son Paramyjit Singh, 25 years old, wh
was married and had two sons and one daughter at that time,
joined a rival terrorist group KCF (Zaffarwal). His younger
brother Kebu, who was a small contractor, also joined KCF
(Z). Another one to join with them was Ranjit Singh who
faced a similar threat because of a family dispute. They did
not commit any murder in the village. The respondents
narrated how Paramjit Singh was captured and killed by the
police in cold blood, and then announced his death in an
“encounter” with police. Kebu, soon after, surrendered himself
before the police.

The village-view of Chanchal Singh centered on his
involvement in the land disputes of the village, particularly
relating to families inhabiting his patti, and its violent results.
Those closer to him began to use his services for their personal
ends. Joginder Singh and Harjinder Singh, two real bro.thers
were, for example, engaged in a dispute over land. Joginder
Singh, reportedly because of vendetta and also in order to
grab the latter’s land, involved Chanchal Singh in the dlsput(.!.
As a result, Chanchal Singh, Sukhdev Singh Jhamke anc} their
fellows together killed eight members of Harjinder Singh's
family. The killed included a real sister of the two brothers.
Joginder Singh later took possession of the entire land.

The second case involved a dispute between another
two brothers, Pritam Singh and Makhan Singh.' Makhag
Singh was close to two of the terrorists Labh Singh an

Y
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Harbhajan Singh. He reportedly told them that his brother

.tam Singh was a police informer. Whether that report was
l;:e or not, what is known is that Pritam Singh was killed by
those terrorists. L

The third case was related to Chanchal .Smghs own
family. His brother Mohinder Singh had occupied four acres
of common village land. In addition, he had also b'e'en
cultivating eight acres of land belonging to other. famﬂ_les
including that of his brother. He was accused of manipulation
and coercion in such deals. The rivalry became sharp when
the brothers began to demand the control of land occupied by
him. When Mohinder Singh did not budge, Chanchal Singh’s
group attacked his brother and members of the family. As a
result, Mohinder Singh, his wife and their two sons were
killed. Another murder which Chanchal Singh’s group
committed was that of Sulakhan Singh. Enquiries revealed
that this murder was related to the old feud with the faction
of Tarlok Singh because Sulakhan Singh was a friend of Tarlok
Singh’s son, Paramjit Singh.

Many more persons had been killed by the terrorists in
this village. The villagers were able to count another 8
murders. All, except one of the killed, were non Jats. The
information about non Jats killed appeared less newsy. These
were also not linked to family feuds over land disputes. The
murder of a lone Brahmin, for instance, was not, as the

respondents added, a calculated murder: “A terrorist wanted
to test his gun”.

3. Rataul

This village falls under Tamn Taran police district. It
became famous for two reasons. Firstly, in an encounter with
the terrorists in this village a DIG of Police, Ajit Singh was
killed. Secondly, Gurbachan Singh Manochahal, the General
(Chief) of BTFK was killed in this village in an encounter with
the police. It was the village of Manochahal’s father-in-law
and was a stronghold of BTFK. We have chosen this village
for special focus due to another reason. Some of the occurrences

in the village resulted in the split in BTFK. An attempt has

been made to trace the history of the split in a major terrorist
Organisation.
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) . ‘lage in the sense that landownin

Rataul is aﬁgﬁ:ilc:ﬁl)lfaﬁ\e Jargest, followed by Mazhbi:

caste of ]at?kﬁs onstitute the third position. A total of 12

Kumbhar Sf this village were identified as having joined

persons © 1l were affiliated with the BTFK Manochaha]

terroriso; 2 h Manochahal had strong influence in

pachan Sing ;
theu‘l:i'u(j;;. According to our respondents and the police
reports, he used this villageasa shield and shelter. When the

police came to know about it, an att.ack was launched 1§ading
to a prolonged exchange of fire in an encounter with the
terrorists which continued for 72 hours. It resulted in the
death of twelve policemen, Seven terrorists and one villager,
One of the policemen killed was a Deputy Inspector Genera]
of Punjab Police, Ajit Singh.

" Though the BTFK men killed some persons in the village
including Umrao Singh, Sarpanch of the village, yet
Manochahal was known to have taken special care that no
harm was done to the people in the village. Naushera Pannuan,
the village of his mother, was another such special village
where all the terrorists belonged to BTFK. The terrorists
belonging to other organisations were not allowed. This
appeared crucial for his reputation and acceptance in the
village. The common man was spared from unnecessary
harassment. Therefore, the village people resented the
behaviour and activities of one of the members of BTFK,
named Kaku who began to rob the well-to-do people and
became notorious in the village. Reportedly when Manochahal
came to know about it, he got very angry and the leadership
of the BTFK ordered the liquidation of Kaku. There hangs a
story. This came out vividly in our meetings with our
respondents and may be narrated as under.

A person who negotiated with the BTFK leadership
including Manochahal himself, to save Kaku's life was his
friend Dharam Singh. Dharam Singh stood a surety for Kaku’s

Villages During Terrorism
uarantee or trust. One night a proy '
%haram Singh’s farm house,forger?i t%: mee.T:n?en reacheil
come out and punished them by asking them to Hemen i
in the village pond for the whole night. This hakeep smmg
month of December. Another day was fixeq forpg\en e
and the family members were told to keep the moe s e
Dharam Singh and his family dreaded nt‘ily o
punishment. Ultimately, he contacted Sukhwing - Singh
f Sangha another well known terrorist of the same o ff: -
(Manochahal). In retrospect it seemed that Sangh‘; K
aware of this case. Dharam Singh was reported] w:,j Sy
. convince Sangha that there was a threat to his famﬂy a;d :h;o
" some looters were coming to extort money from thefn. On tht
appointed day, Sangha reached Dharam Singh’s h :
alongwith another comrade and hid himself at a var?t;lse
point. About ten O’clock in the night, two representativ g(;
Manochahal arrived to get the money. Perhaps aﬁ,o
respondents believed, Sangha identified the intn’lders we
Mohinder Singh, younger brother of Manochahal and [;\rS
Gurnam Singh Butter, both belonging to his organisation..
;anﬁ'ha:-l wggs ;;ttu;lg dlll‘l the dark and immediately shot at
ohinder Singh who died on the i
g spot, Gurnam Singh managed
It was alleged that Sangha had i
Mohinder Singh because ins%ead of Sar:gsﬁ:m&?n:fhaamhzlt
had made his own brother the Area Commander of BTFK. So
Sangha_ was believed to have killed Mohinder Singh with a
Clear intent. When Gurnam Singh told the entire story to
Manochahal, the latter took the matter to the chief of the
Damdami Taksal at Chowk Mehta which was an apex centre
?lfeﬂll’i Il\(tl'l:?hstan movement, perhaps considered to be above
o c COII\II'UFtEE. Sang.h_a was called and he reportedly
sed Dharam Singh of misinformation. But Manochahal

good behaviour in future and Kaku was asked to pay a fine
of Rs. 25,000. However, Kaku could not pay the money till the
deadline. The BTFK therefore asked Dharam Singh to pay the
amount. As Kaku fled the scene, Dharam Singh became the
focus of BTFK’s attention. But Dharam Singh also could not
pay the amount. The question now was of violation of the

g;s not convinced since Sangha knew Mohinder Singh well.
o k(;::i tl:\e 1ssue could be resolved Sangha escaped from the
ETFE (Seadquartem. Later he formed his own organisation
B ﬁ:ingha). The mere fact that the above case against
2y inder S1'ngh Sangha was taken to the Damdami Taksaal
S d uggest ‘General’ Manochahal’s dilemma as the Chief.
/"€rhaps he recognised the political cost of precipitate action
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days of this occurrence,
against Sangha. However, aftelr) : ref;e‘;f th}; ks e Sy
illed four mem
Manochahal klllekillin of soft targets , 5o matural to suct
SIgD. Veng\?;:iaenﬂy c%nsidered appropriate against Dharam
actors, wzss bolically against Sangha. _
Singh an ymand the illustrative cases dlscyssed above

The dt}t; significance of the social dynarr'ncs which js
““derhfle the agrarian relations and rural society of Pllnjab
. 'butesgto the understanding of the phenomenon of
& C?nm' lence. Important to the sociological context is the
terropsth}gg of tfle Jat community and its social traditiong
i(l)\:lg;aépening of class differentials a}nd the consgmer cult_ure
among these “possessive individuals’ tendf:d to bm.\g terrorism
in the service of their struggle for social dominance and
pOhtI:C:tli pr?\:r?: .evidence showed that after this event one of
Man:chfhahl’s major objectives rc_slated to liquidation. of
Sangha and his protege Satnam Singh of Hﬁ!‘?ha Chlu{\a,
Sangha was allegedly liquidated. at Manocha}ha! s bEhe:'st:

In sum, the village level rea}lty was quahtatwe}y distinct
from that of the macro-level dlscqurse. In f)ur v111age§ .the
terrorist action got interwoven with ?he social and POhflcal
dynamics of the local character. In thl_s regard.caste relan-ons
played a significant role, particularly in mapping the actions
of Mazhbis whose close and traditional links with Fhe,]at
landowners had significance. In terms o_f caste dynamics it is
obvious that the Jats became the main targets, .but'then
Becoming so had non-ideological reasons. Ipter-fan_uly rivalry
and dispute over land were two major non-ideological factf)rs
which led to various murders. Rivalry among t.he terrorists
and the related or unrelated presence of police mforment‘.hg:
their midst were other reasons fo.r the deaths. It ;ee@m
Jats who were mainly the terronstg as well as tf e vxcris o
constituted the most important factor in the nature of terrorism;
its course and its scale.

Notes

Joyce Pettigrew, The Sikhs of the Punjab: Unheard Voices of State and
Guerrilla Violence, Zed Book, London, pp. 91-92.
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The State and Counter-Terrorism

It is one of the continuing dilemmas of democratic states
whether or not terrorism can be fought without altering the
fabric of normal democratic legal structures and procedures.
It was considered necessary to be careful as Stansfield Tummer,
former Director of US Intelligence Agency, emphasised during
the proceedings of the US Task Force on combatting terrorism
that “in the name of defeating terrorism we don’t become
terrorists”.! A whole corpus of what may be described as
“counter-insurgency” or “counter-terrorism” literature is now
available.? Terrorist crime is viewed as a special kind of crime
which required an apparatus and procedure different from
the normal to deal with it.

The central weapon of terrorism is fear and as a Scottish
scholar Wilkinson emphasised, its wider target is the public.
So the victims may largely be noncombatants who are soft
fargets and the terrorist actions may have the most dramatic

intimidating effect. Their actions are unpredictable. Terrorism
also denies to the state’s prosecuting

agency hard evidence;
evidence that would stand up in a court. It tends to operate
by intimidation of the police and the

magistracy, as also by
penetration in their ranks which is the greatest scourge of the

inclined to view it as anti-national “warfare” rather than
Crime,

But it is not fought in the open. Terrorism thrives

ction of the struggle, the
cause for which the terrorists claim to be fighting, plays a
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112 . ort. The prevalence of anti-
s onin publlC s-upp ) .
T v

state Iml}taﬂc)’life blood of separatist terrons.m. : g_g e

product, is the Jigious cause, the insulation against

are .

js projected as 0:‘;:2; pe stronger. The conset_;uept f.:lemal_of
o peniieu:hit:xtelligence to the state’s agencies is its major
the requ

Equally significant is _the clande'stine
_Another crucial element is the
suppo L e coerced publicity of terrorist
<y tting, unwitting or )
glr‘:;;:\::i:’f‘s E‘nd deeds. Propaganda is the very oxygen for
its 5';'\’1:3 :;“Tn‘:::_:s;rgemy measures by the state are aimed
11 the above mentioned ~sources of support and cover
at a the terrorists. The present chapter focuses on the
f;)\:eraciion and interrelation between the state and Khalistan
temT;i“ébvemment of India defined the problem in 1984 as
#the maturing of a secessionist and anti?national mc‘)ve'ment" 3
The 1985 Accord with Longowal indlcate.d a _sh:ft in such
perceptions. Even the Akali leaders dc-:.s_cnbed it as “the end
of the era of confrontation”. But the militants felt cheated or
betrayed. They did not consider that the prol_:lem related to
issues of water, transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab and release
of Jodhpur detenues. The question was not of rec?resszl] of
some grievances, but of creating a separate sovereign state.
The Akali signatories of the Accord were regarded as “traitors”.
Therefore, Sant Longowal was liquidated. The massive
mandate the Akali Dal received for its agenda of peace and
negotiated settlement in the 1985 Assembly election was an
anathema to them. They seemed to have a fundamental
distaste for and a fear of people’s democratic verdict. On the
other hand, as it appeared, the ruling perception of the state’s
intelligence agencies had not basically altered. Narayanan
noticed the choice of words “they” and “us” in his conversation
with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s official advisers. The
“People analysing the Punjab problem deliberatly hide, or
inadvertantly ignore one basic historical fact: Sikh separatism”,
remarked one of them and traced the sentiment back to Anglo-
Sikh wars, the Gurdwara agitation, etc.*
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The “Proclamation of Khalistan”, on the other hand

described’ the struggle as akin to a “total war” against the
Indian State, though it desisted from a formal declaration of
such a war. The main tactical weapon for the insurgents was
terrorism or guerrilla war. J.F. Ribeiro, the Director General
of Punjab Police 1986-88, known for his infamous “bullet for
bullet” remark, described it as a “battle”. Policy prescription
and the nature of state interveation followed the definition of
the problem. A flawed perception and definition could order
measures and force which were excessive, extra legal and
counter productive.

It may be understood that the demographic and political
profile of Punjab was a major factor against the success of
terrorism. The Hindus who were ideologically excluded from
the movement constituted about 37 per cent of the population
of Punjab. About 20 perg cent of Sikhs were settled outside
Punjab. In the contemporary context, it was not possible to
create conditions similar to those of 1947 when millions of
people crossed the border or died in communal carnage.
Secondly, though the Sikh community was feeling widely
alienated after the events of 1984, it did not mean the
community was a homogeneous unit or that its vast numbers
were behind the struggle for Khalistan. The leaders of the
Akali Dal(s), the most dominant political voice of the Sikhs,
remained ambivalent towards it. Some of the important
leaders had openly condemned it. The Sikhs, belonging to
other political parties categorically opposed the demand as
anti national and asked for strong state action against its
protagonists. Practically all the lower caste Sikhs were opposed
to it. So were many of the' religious heads of various sects
having considerable following in the community. On top of
all this, the terrorists were themselves a divided lot. Thus, it
was h.ighly doubtful and erroneous at any point of time to take
a position whereby terrorism could be understood as Sikh
separatism versus the Indian state.

As the terrorist violence escalated in Punjab there were,
however, periods when all political parties and other sections
Opposed to terrorism were marginalised in the eyes of the Sikh
Ir:{a@se_s, as for example, after the Operation Blue Star and the
anti-Sikh riots in 1984. This happened not due to the doings
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y as a consequence of the actions
d involvement of the then rulin
se it was evident that t.he nature
ne 0" nade by the Government of India a1‘1d its
of intervention became a crucial determinant of the shxf_ts in
‘ sd course of the struggle. It also. ('ietermmed
the nature an £ Sikh political class would be pr.lvﬂeged by it
whicl_1 5ecnondci'l nees However, there were obvious limits tq
to gain ascend choice of action by the state agencies since
the power an uired to uphold the law and its constitutiona]
they were Isllating to the fundamental rights of the citizens,
obllga_tlo_nsthis context that the counter insurgency and anti-
It'lst ulLeaSu res adopted by the Indian State need to be
terroris d. The chapter is divided into two parts. In the first
exitm$: describe the role of Indian State on the basis of
f:condary sources. In the second part we discuss the data and
certain illustrative cases relating to our field experience in the

villages of our study.

t
the state and
ggny in the riots. In any ca

In retrospect it seems that the handling of the terrorist
movement on the part of the state was lacking perspective as
well as effectiveness. It seemed particularly so when a low
level violence with high emphasis on the distinctness of the
Khalsa identity began from 1978 leading upto Operation
Blue Star. This has been discussed in Chapter I. Despite the
massive mandate in favour of the democratic alternative to
violence in the 1985 Assembly election, the Barnala government
was not allowed to consolidate its position to win over and
deal effectively with such elements as were “sulking and
feeling injured to the core”. Rajiv Gandhi’s government at the
Centre either did not have a clear agenda or had a dubious
secret agenda. It is not known whether serious notice was
taken when the runaway undergrounds of “Operation Blue
Star” and “Operation Woodrose” returned from Pakistan or
their other hideouts to coalesce together under the command
of the Damdami Taksal. As the militants  constituted a
Panthic Committee, entered the Golden Temple, replaced all
religious appointees of the SGPC and also proclaimed the
formation of Khalistan, the government agencies appeared to
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have been shaken out of the existing weak balance. All
politica] leadership in the community stood discredited at that
time. Itappeared to be beyond the capacity of the police force
to deal with the difficult situation. The situation was summed
up by Governor Siddharth Shankar Ray as under:
There is a Government in Punjab, but it is not in
Chandigarh. Itis in Amritsar. Rooms No. 45,47, 48
of Guru Nanak Niwas. Like the Jizhia of the Moghul
day, the militants are sending show cause notices to
people demanding money. These people, both Sikhs
and Hindus, do not go to the police or to the D.C.
They straight go to the militants, pay the money and
go off. The situation is simply this. If the terrorists
want something done; it is done; if they don’t want
something to happen, it is blocked.¢
The Panchayats, most of the bureaucracy and the judiciary
too, were to a large extent successfully infiltrated or cowed
down by the terrorists and their sympathisers. The nature of
state intervention was reflected in the imposition of President’s
rule in the state which was continued for 5 years. Other extra-
ordinary measures taken by the state may be seen as follows:

1. Extra-ordinary Criminal Laws

These allowed the police to operate more or less
unhindered by normal constitutional legal constraints.
Important among such measures were the National Security
Act with further amendments to enable the government to
detain any person without trial for 4 years and the Terrorist
Affected Areas (Special Courts) Act of 1984, which allowed in
camera trial of suspected terrorists. The infamous TADA
(Terrorist and Distruptive Activities (Prevention) Act allowed
the police to use “confessions” during police interrogation as
evidence. Further, if it was proved “that the accused had
made a confession of the offence to any person other than a
police officer”, the Designated Court “shall presume the guilt
of the accused” (Section 21).” It could award death sentence
for terrorist crimes involving murder. A former DGP K.
Dhillon stressed recently that this enactment was never really
made use of in the courts. Actually it only meant more power
to the police and an assault on the freedom of the common
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116 { the suspects detained without tria]

' = i . o

man. The Pfhmal-illf:orge upto 14,457. The 59th Amendment
upto 1\199?: u;:’t‘i‘t“‘]’ﬁon ‘n 1989 practically abrogated the
of the LO

. ht to life and liberty for the. suspects. The
mndeaén;f;:;n(gph‘:niab and Chandigarh Special Powers) Act
g:::: the security forces practically an immunity from

prosecution.

ing up Vigilante Groups

> i;iégincll)uded Police suPpoﬂed constitution. of outfits
consisting of dismissed policemen and "terronsts-tumed
approvers, for example the “Alam Sena,” created by Ssp
ﬁEnritsar Mohammad Izhar Alam and the “plack Cats”, It
became difficult to identify which terrorist action was
committed by which organisation as invariably the public
credit for action was taken or given to one of the known
terrorist gangs.’
3. Infiltration into Terrorist Organisations

Given the intelligence available about the character, motives
and lust for power, money and flesh among the terrorists,
infiltration into their organisations by the state’s agents was
not very difficult. Undercover agents succeeded in
accentuating and manipulating distrust leading to inter-gang
rivalries and killings among the terrorists. The existing
interpersonal problems of Sardari (dominance), and mercenary
interests of criminals-turned-Khalistani terrorists were
exploited to the maximum. The divisions were reflected in the
constitution of 4 competing Panthic Committees (five,
according to KPS Gill), three sets of Singh Sahibs, (the religious
appointees of the Golden Temple and Akal Takht) and over
160, more or less autonomously operating and competing
outfits. Relatives of Sant Bhindranwale, Jasbir Singh Rode,
who was appointed Jathedar of Akal Takht by the “Panthic
Committee in 1986, and Gunjit Sigh of AISSF came to be
particularly suspected of acting as Government agents. “Rode’s
betrayal” became a primary concern after he was released
from jail in February 1988. Wassan Singh Zafarwal claimed
that their Panthic Committee had removed both Rode and
Gurjit Singh from their positions.’

The State and Counter Terrorism

After Operation Black Thunder in May 1988, the ; 2
mouthpiece of militants, Sant Sipahi C):'ied abou;daoelo‘g]];::
confusion because of the designs of Panthic traitors ang
government agents yvho had “destroyed the moVement ” The
dehshatvadi  (terrorists) centred in the Golden T emple were
condemned as dangerous for the Sikh community.  Panthak
Gaddar te Sarkari Agent Kaun? (Who are Sikh traitors P
government agents?) became a major question. It | .
difficult to make a distinction between the two. Laggda hai aes
hamam vich sarey hee ikko jehey hun, koi kisey ton pichhey nahin
(It seems in this “bath”, all are the same. None is second to
the other).'® So much so that the declaration of Khalistan was
itself considered to be a game played by the government to
make a fool of the Sikhs." Mutual liquidation by gangs
followed soon after.
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4. “Operation Black Thunder”

A meticulously planned and televised operation to flush
out the terrorists from the Golden Temple in May 1988,
proved a master stroke for the demoralised police force. The
ignominy of surrender by the terrorists coming out with
raised hands, the evidence of desecration of the temple and
the later discovery of 57 dead bodies from under the debris of
the demolished Akal Takht caused massive revulsion and
shame in the Sikh community against Khalistani terrorists,

5. Increase of Strength and Improvement in Organisation
of Security Forces

The strength of Punjab police force was raised from
around 35000 in 1989 to more than 70,000 in 1993. In addition,
as the DGP Punjab reported, 15000 troops and 40,000
paramilitary men were engaged in the “anti terrorist
offensive”."? A reorganisation was reflected in the constitution
of “police districts”, each headed by an officer of the rank of
Semoxj Superintendent of Police, and making the police
orgaplsation largely independent of the control of civil
adm@Btration. Amritsar district was divided into three—
Amritsar, Majitha and Tarn Taran—in April 1988.

6. Measures to Reduce Outside Aid to the Terrorists

Cutting external support of “safe havens” and traffic in
arms was of critical importance. Besides the sealing of the
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border, Operation Rakshak I launched by the Army ip, May 1990 as the phase of “Xerocracy”. “The Press note from the
1990 and Operation Rakshak Il.towards the end of 1997 had terrorist organisations became a deadlier Weapon than the
two objectives: one, to effectively seal the crogs border AK-47 and the remote control bom

movement and supply of arms and second, estah

bs”. Rule of militant
lishin S pIes

d replaced the rule of Jaw
mutual trust between the security forces and the peopl notes had rep

- Bandhs, bhog ceremonies
| e in the of fallen shaheeds, warnings to particular individuals and the
border districts through public contact darbars and mean ] morale-shattering phenomenon caJjeg spashtikarans
social service in the area. The diplomatic efforts for Extraditiop, (clarifications) by the latter in the press were the order o the
Treaties signed with UK and Can.ada. and winnin greater day. The then Punjab Governor, General Q.P. Malhotra
support from other western countries in curbing the terrorist moved in to support the press by a novel method. ok pe;
crime was another step. cent cases he allowed them discretion. In the re

_ i b 5 . _ maining cases
: ds, Promotions for Apprehenshion of : relating to' Lhe-Bolices ax r¥POIts by terrorists, the printed
~ 5::; e Tt Kl PP Terrorigtg matter was deleted by official censor denying to the
) ¢ terrorists their most powerful platform for pPropaganda. It
ior officer

- allowed the Press to blame their helplessness on censor by the
PPression” 13 Government. This led to a banishment of s

The Police’ force in Punjab, as a retired se
observed, was known for its “servility and o
Making it an effective instrument seemed to require app

uch press notes.”
; . . TOpriate bservance of bandhs stopped. Even the
incentives. That it indulged in staging “fake enc © PP

liquidation of the
A Ounters” torious terrorists such as Sukhdev Singh of Babb
was acknowledged by the Punjab Governor when he publicly noto gh ar Khalsa

. ; evoked no bandhs. Bhog ceremonies of killed terrorists became
appealed to the Police officers “to stop fake encounters”. Ap . a tame affair.

important innovation, howevey, was an official order of the , Whether he was described as a “saviour” or a “butche ”
Director General of Police Pun)ab.lssued on 30 August 1989 g, it was acknowledged that in the decisive battle of the state
all district superintendents of police. It promised to the police against terrorism, in consolidation of police strength and
personnel handsome specific rewards in cash for the | restoring its courage and determination, KPS Gill, Punjab’s
“apprehension/liquidation”  of 53 specifically describeq new Director General of Police made all the difference, His
terrorists/extremists. Another similar order was issued on1 understanding was that the situation needed tough even if
April 1990 but this time it avoided the word “liquidation” 1s unjustly harsh image of the police. That was regarded as
Besides financial rewards, quick promotions in rank were central for commanding respect and ultimately winning the
promised and given to the killers of the terrorists. I certain confidence of the people who were cowed down by the
cases an officer of the rank of an Inspector gained two terrorist guns. The sway and dominance of the terrorists was
out-of-turn promotions in two years, soon becoming the attributed to the ir}effecﬁve, fearful and demoralised police
head of that police district. This, as one of the officers told us, force. By reorganising the force with firm unity of command,
on condition of anonymity, led to a haste among lower ranks

by equipping them with sophisticated weapons, and by
to liquidate a wanted terrorist, because in case of his arrest the

promising rewards and promotions, he succeeded in

. P P . ' . establishing ascendance of the police against the terrorists. A

Lewa‘r;:? wa;hkely to.t:e grabbed” by some higher officer crucial factor that determined the nature of police role related

y killing that terrorist. to the political direction. The earlier reports/evidence of
Releasing Media from Terrorist Pressure

government inclination to negotiate with the terrorists—with
. : . : ir Si in 1988 and with S.S. Mann and his
By 1990, the media which was driven to panic by Jasbir Singh Rode in 1988 and wi

: : supporters in 1989-90 and Prime Minister V.P. Singh’s overtures
murders of mediamen, was converted into the gr.eatest source to the militants—had created apprehensions in the police
of dominance of the terrorists. Narayanan described the year |
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vernment might well be pro-terroris;
personnel that the AT B ter 2, it was in 199091 whep
Aathe CEB. was the Prime Minister that the assertivenegg
Chanc!ra ihel;lr\‘a;’nd the killings of terrorists increased. Latey
of pofltme theeg 1991 election the Congress Party at the Centye
o;\v: a?:nost a free hand to the DGP. The measures taken fo;
%hat purpose included the grant of coniidfzrable lmlmlmty to
police men for what was described as “minor delinquencijes”
such as corruption, extortion, excesses, torture of suspects and
even killings. Cases of torture of detenues, combing of whole
villages, searches and ill treatment of a large number of
innocent people have been recorged. by aanumber of Human
Rights groups and media investl_gahons.'

It may be in order to describe two examples of State
dealing with terrorism. '

1. A 21 year young Surjit Singh was picked up by the
police from his farm house in Valtoha village of Tarn Taran
police district on 15 October 1993. After 16 days a Syb-
Inspector of Police brought his “body” to the Civil Hospital at
Patti. According to the police, this was the body of a militant
who was killed in an encounter with the police and the body
was brought there for a post-mortem examination. When the
policemen left and the doctors began the examination it was
discovered that the militant was not dead. Someone recognised
that it was Surjit Singh who had been grievously injured. The
patient was put on life-saving devices. As the word went out
the ASI returned to the hospital with a few constables and
forcibly took away the patient, apparently for “better treatment”
at Amritsar. After a few hours the body of that person was
brought back to the hospital. Now it was surely a dead body
for which post-mortem was necessary. A prominent CPI
leader Satya Pal Dang wrote to the Press and the State’s
Governor. The Supreme Court took suo moto notice on the
basis of the newspaper report and ordered the Punjab Police
to present a report.” The S.I. was found guilty and punished
to life imprisonment.

2. The police of Tarn Taran Police district kidnapped
Jaswant Singh Khalra from his residence in Kabir Park in
Amritsar on September 7, 1995. He was an Akali Human
Rights activist and was at that time investigating the
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cremation of unclaimed bodies of the terrorists by the
olice. It was rep_OI‘tEd tha‘t h’e was able to record over
2000 cases of “unclaimed bodies” cremated by the police. So
far there are no v\{he.reabouts of Jaswant Singh Khalra. The
eye witnesses clamg that Kh.alm was murdered by the
police have been provided secuntx on court order. The court
has ordered that due commpensation should be given to his
e,
wit It is alleged that the arrest of the terrorists by the police
for prosecution and trial was considered unnecessary. It is
also said, on the other hand, that those who were arrested
joined terrorism after they were released from the police
custody. Raaflaub and Spaar of Swiss Workers’ Assistance
Organisation (SAH) visited Punjab in 1991 and described the
methods of torture of the terrorists by the police 2

It may be mentioned that the forms of torture described
by Raaflaub and Spaar and by the Amnesty International were
similar to those used against the Naxalites in Punjab earlier.?
In fact, many organisations ranging from those of Human
Rights to political parties raised the voices of protest against
police excesses. On the other hand, most of the political
parties which found themselves pitted against terrorism
protested against the inaction of the police and tended to
condone its excesses in justification of effective counter-
insurgency measures.

K.P.S. Gill had the distinction of having all the
qualifications to head the process of suppressing terrorism in
Punjab. He is a Jat Sikh. He belongs to a well-to-do family.
He had the experience of handling insurgency in Assam.
Above all, he was tall and handsome; the qualities that made
him attractive for magazines and Television. Throughout the
counterinsurgency period he was projected as the “super cop”
who was planning and executing various strategies to suppress
or “eliminate” terrorists. He was able to marginalise
bureaucrats and politicians in public relations exercise. If the
period between 1980 and 1984 belonged to Sant Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale as the most talked about and feared person in
Punjab, then KPS Gill, the Director General of Police, was a
hero of the period 1991-96. One may, however, be reminded
of Clausewitz’ famous comment that war was too serious a



matter to be handed over to the generals. It may be stated thyy
counterinsurgency operations and strategy are also too serioug
and complex a business to be handed over totally to a police

officer.
11

Two kinds of findings relating to the villages of oyr stud
are taken up in this part. The first is quantitative informaﬁoz
regarding the number and social background of the People
who were killed by the police in these villages. This includeg
both those who belonged to these villages and thoge who
belonged to other villages but were killed in the ten-i[o,-y of
the villages of our study. The second kind of informatiop,
covers the perceptions and observations of the respondents
regarding the police behaviour and actions, killings and other
excesses in their villages. Certain cases illustrating thege
perceptions are also included. Before we proceed to discuss
these dimensions, it may be worthwhile to share certain
general observations on the basis of the field experience,

Overlooking specificity involved in the case of each village
three broad patterns of responses were noticed with regard to
the role of the police in dealing with terrorism. The response
patterns helped us during the latter part of field work even to
anticipate the response in a particular village. To comprehend
this dimension it may be appropriate to comment upon the
political sociology of Punjab villages.

A stereotypical understanding suggested by
anthropological writings underlined the presence of factions
competing for power in Punjab’s villages. However, a
signficant dimension is overlooked regatding the village as a
political unit. In spite of factional competititon, a village is
identified as a stronghold of a particular party. Thus we have

the Communist, Akali, or Congress dominated villages as per
the leanings of a signficant majority even though one could
find supporters and voters of most of the major political
parties in every village. However, when we started the field
work it was noticed that a dominant pattern of affiliation of
a village with a particular party was an important aspect of the
people’s perception.

V’
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Our respondents in_the Comm1_u!is..t do;nix}ated villages
tended to regard the police force_as !mtxally indifferent to the
threat of the terrons_ts. O1"gam§at10nally there were three

es of communists in Punjab, iz, (_ZP], CP1 _(M) and groups
of Naxalites. All the communists, irrespective of the party
alignments of those_ _covered by the survey, were highly
critical of the Sikh militants and the t.erronsts. Most of them
claimed to have confronted the terrorists openly (See Chapter
5). It was alleged that the state targetted the communists as
enemies of the system. When the terrorists started attacking
the communists, the state, according to the latter, remained
inactive, creating apprehensions of convergence of the state
interest with the interest of the terrorists. Towards the later

hase however the state and the Punjab police discovered
that the communists were a suitable ally in fighting terrorism.
Thus the communists were provided arms and other help.
The police also protected and assisted the newspapers
belonging to the Left. Of all the communists the CPI came
closest to the police and appeared to justify some of the illegal
actions of the police in dealing with terrorism.

There were many Villages in our study which have been
the strongholds of the Akalis. Prominent among these were
Butala, Sathiala, Khojala, and Sur Singh. Some of these villages
are located at a very close distance from Mehta - the
headquarters of Sant Bhindranwale. In some of the villages
there was a strong influence of the Sant as for instance, in
Khojala and Sathiala. The people of all the Akali dominated
villages were highly critical of the police. Our respondents in
such villages were clearly more inclined to narrate incidents
of police excesses and cruelty.

It may be pointed out that in no village did the people
appreciate the way the police conducted itself. However, we
came across people who tended to suggest that there was no
soft method of suppressing terrorism; the police had no option
other than what they followed. In some cases the members of
those . families in which relatives had been killed by the
terrorists appreciated the harsh measures taken by the police.
Such perceptions were situationally conditioned and lacked
perspective.

_ We may now focus our attention on the different
dimensions of the police activities.

e B PP R P
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1. Encounters and Killings

Two of the widely held beliefs among the people were (;)
that most illegal activities flourished because of asoftattitude
of the police or/and tacit complicity bec_:ause of monetary
consideration and (i) that whenever the police was determineqd
to deal with crime effectively it invariably used extra-lega]
methods. In special situations such as that of terrorism the
police was normally expected to use extra-legal methods,
During the Naxalite movement from 1969 to 1972, we came
across numerous reports of “encounter deaths” which were
fake2 A similar pattern was observed in the case of the
Khalistan movement. The suspects in most cases were firgt
apprehended and then killed.

Whether the encounters were real as in some of the
significant cases, or fake, the police shot dead a large number
of people including the terrorists. The data given in Table
XXII shows only those killings which occurred within the
territory of the villages of our study. It is clear from the data
that the police killed 138 people in these villages, of which 60
(43.49 per cent) were identified as terrorists by our respondents,
It is important to mention that the number of terrorists who
belonged to these villages and were killed by the police was
much larger® This meant that some of them were killed
somew here else. Some of the terrorists who figured in the data
did not belong to these villages. For example out of seven
terrorists who were killed in Rataul village in April 1991 none
belonged to that village. Later on, five more terrorists were
reportedly brought from outside and killed in the territory of
this village.

Did all such killings take place in encounters? There were
of course, cases of real as well as fake encounters. According
to quantitative information provided by the people counting
those killed by the police one by one, 39 were reported killed
in “real encounters” as against 45 killed in “fake encounters”.
The largest number of terrorists killed by the police belonged
to Tarn Taran police district. We may first examine the cases
of real encounters which were predictably small in number.

Village Rataul had the unique distinction of four vividly
remembered real police encounters with the terrorists. As
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Table XXIL: Police districtwise (A) caste and (B) other

features of the persons killed by police/police agents

A
5. Caste Amritsar Majitha  Tarn  Batalg Total
No. Taran

1. Jat Sikh 32 12 10 14 68
(49.28)

2. Ramgarhia 1 - 2 . 1
0.72)

3. Kumhar 1 - # - 1
Sikh 0.72)

4. Nai Sikh 1 - - - 1
(0.72)

5. Mazhbi 1 1 1 2 5
(3.62)

Total 36 13 11 16 76

B

Terrorists 7 2 44 7 60
(43.49)

Nothing - 1 - 1 2
known (1.45)

Grand Total 43 16 55 24 138

(31.16) (11.59) (39.86) (17.39) (100)
(Perc.éntages have been computed out of the grand total)

already mentioned (Chapter 3) Rataul was the stronghold of
the BTEK led by Gurbachan Singh Manochahal. The terrorists
belonging to the BTFK used to take shelter in this village.
Abgut 37 families had migrated from the village during the
period of terrorism. Among these were ten families of
Bra}_lmins most of whom were shopkeepers and landowners.
Thglr houses were located in the centre of the village, one of
which was a big two-storey house. These houses vacated by
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' lace for hiding. Being locateq
the Brahmins became_ltll;eelfi::‘;p movement of the policg.a_ could
in the centre of thefv;;1 : faid. Surprise attack by the police wa,
oy ﬁtf:;):er, most other adjoining houses were alg,
I d thus the escape routes were many.
e April 1991 that the police detected that some
It'wash;;l bfen taking shelter there. The police'came in
tel.mmtsmbers and encircled the village. The terrorists were
larg‘;i l;u asked to surrender but they refysed and firing
e Cclylt led to the death of a DIG, Ajit Singh, and eleven
sirsops lice personnel. Reinforcement followed and finaj
ot:h errf: waps also called. The encounter continued for 7,
:'ﬁoeu:s. Sj:even terrorists died. 01“.E person fr om the village wag
also killed in the crossfire. During this period the commgp
eople of the village were the worst sufferers. They were
I:,vac'uated from the village and quartex:ed and cordoned in
;lace without any facility or provision for food.. Many
including women and old men were harassed and }I\Sulttlad.
e The second encounter took place in October 1991 in which
Heera Singh Waryam and his two terrorist comlrades. of BTFK
were killed by the police. In 1992, the police klllled four
terrorists in an encounter. The _fourth encounte-r involved
Gurbachan Singh Manochahal ‘hlmself.. The poh‘ce got the
information that he was hiding in the village Bagrian. When
the police raided the village he managed to escape. He was
chased by the police and when he reached Ratau1: the police
could encircle him. The firing started and the Chief of BTFK
waSTl;\lel:erdi'\ad been real encounters m some other villagles as
reported by our respondents. Bikramjit Singh ‘_’f Butala village
died in one such encounter. A popular version was that he
was a frequent visitor to a family of smugglers in Butala. On
one day 5-6 policemen came to the smuggler. "I'hey were a!so
frequent visitors. They had come to col!ect their regular bnpe
money. Bikramjit and his comrades Qeaded to ﬂge and while
trying to jump the wall one of them fired at a police copstab]f,
killing him on the spot. Other constables fired and Bikramijit
was killed. It was later termed out as an encounter. T_he
respondents narrated that his body was dragged by the P}(:l;::.e
in the streets of the village. Sital Singh Mattewal alongwith his
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comrades died in an encounter_in Mattewal. The encounter
continued for two day§. The police brought into action bullet

roof tractors which fmally_ led Fo those deaths. I village
Ghuryala 21 terrorists were k_1lled in three separate encounters,
Gimilarly the people of Khojala _vﬂlage reported another rea]
encounter in which three terrorists were killed. However, in
comparison with the number of terrorists claimed to have
been killed by the police in the so-called encounters, the cases
of actual encounters rf:pO}‘ted by our respondents were rather
small in number. It is likely that they were not sure about
some other encounters. However, it was evident that man
of the other cases of reported encounter deaths did not seem
to be correct. At least so our respondents appeared to believe,
because of reported arrest of the particular boys by the police
before they were declared as having died in encounter. But
there is another dimension of encounters as became evident
from the example of Khojala. Four terrorists were hiding in
a house in the village. Instead of forcing them to come out of
the house, the police according to our respondents set the
house on fire. All of them were burnt alive.

Another example of a fake encounter was that of Paramjit
Singh who belonged to Udhoke Kalan village. As mentioned
elsewhere he became a terrorist in order to save his family
from a known organisation of terrorists His father had
already been killed. He himself was killed in an “encounter”
in 1993. However, an eye witness account of his death was
different. He was arrested by the ASI of the local police post
on a tip-off that he did not possess any weapon at that time.
It was reported that the AS

| had joined the police as an SPO.
He was an athlete and showed skill and courage in arresting

terrorists. So he was quickly promoted to the position of ASI.
This ASI ran after Paramit Singh and caught him. He took him
to the police headquarters and the officers gave appropriate
orders regarding what needed to be done with Paramjit Singh.
An old man whose land was contiguous with that of Paramjit
Singh was perhaps the last one to see him alive. It may be
noted that this old man also had a son who had joined a
terrorist group and was killed by the police. He saw Paramjit
Singh sitting in a police jeep. From Paramiit's face and looks
it seemd that he had been severely tortured. After stopping
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. the fields, a police officer came out and asked the
g;; ’E?fntligive him some water ... if he wants.” And added:
“This is his last hour”. The old man asked Parﬂrp]lt Singh
whether he wanted water and gave him some to drink. After
that the police took him a little distance from tha.t place and
shot him dead. Such stories of fake encounters involving a
blatant violation of law and of brutality on the part of the
police, were many. Another variety of police reported encounter
was the case of Bhupinder Singh Bhinda. His killing in
Government High School grounds in village Sudhar Wwas,
according to the village respondents, planned by Bhinda‘s
cousin (son of his mother’s sister : maasi) who had also joined
the terrorists. Bhinda was surreptitiously shot from behind,
His body was taken to Sri Hargobindpur and it was shown
as encounter there. It was only through the news appearing
in the newspapers the next day that the story of “encounter”
was circulated and thus entered in police records.

The dominant modes of reporting an “encounter” may be
stated here. The first mode of reporting was the commonest
of all. It would state that ‘a police party was going in the early
(or late) hours of the day. They saw some youngmen on a
motorcycle/car under suspicious circumstances. When they
were asked to stop, they accelerated the speed and opened fire
on the police party. The police fired in return as a result of
which one/two of them died. The other one/two managed
to escape. Later on, the bodies were identified and the dead
were so and so dreaded terrorists who carried the rewards of
so many rupees. There was a great relief that such dangerous
terorrists were accidently eliminated. So and so was
responsible for (fifty to hundred) deaths and (five to ten)
dacoities’.

The second general mode was limited and was perhaps
confined to cases where those terrorists were killed about
whose arrest the concerned people were aware. They might
have been with the police on a remand from a court. The news
of such terrorists’ death would appear like the following:
‘Such and such terrorist died in police firing when he tried to
escape from the police jeep in which he was being carried to/
from the court’. The police are not known to be innovative or
creative in fabricating the reports. There could be certain

LT
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varieties of presentation of the narrative, by, the '
text remained, by and large, the same. - OMERtof the
The terrorists were not the only opeg o
plood by the police. .The families }(:f the tteonl:)erjs,ktlllEd 1 qold
giving shelter to tht?lgn also became the Victims of thand [ose
the police. In _ac_ldltlon to the police, the agents a;dwrgth of
indulged in killing. The data showeq that most ]
belonged to the Jat caste. Those identified by our of fhem
as terrorists belonging to the villages of oyr studrspondents
identified clearly by caste. The others killed i tgs: i
but not belonging to the specific village could not 5] V;Ha =
be so identified. These were simply described by 31 them
“reported terrorists”. About 4 of those killed in these VSE >
nobody had any knowledge and our respondents cj g?
stated they were not convinced whether they certaint ?r :
terrorists. ” e
Among the non-terrorists killed by the po;
prominent have been close kith and kin):)f theI:eﬁ:;eristl:l.sl,e(TI‘:tlglSt
XXIII). T!\e police killed particularly the family members 0?
the prominent terrorists. For example both the father and
mother of Gurbachan Singh Manochahal were reported]
killed by the police. Similarly the wife, brother, brother’s wif{
and mother of Resham Singh of Thande village were also
killed. In fact, all of them were picked up by the police and
nothing was heard of them thereafter. Similarly, Raghubir
Singh, father of Harbinder Singh, a terrorist, was also picked
up and nothing is known of his whereabouts. Sita] Singh
MaFtewal’s wife and two brothers were kidnapped by the
pohf:e and they have been untraceable so far. In Basarke
Bhaini it was a police agent or tout who killed 19 persons
most of whom were relatives of a terrorist. It may be noticed
herf: that in these villages a majority of the people killed by the
police were not terrorists but related to them. It was also
fom_md that some of the persons killed by the police were
neither terrorists nor their relatives. In village Sehnsara,
D,ha_rlam Singh’s son was killed on suspicion though he had
nothing to do with terrorism. In village Bagrian, Piara Singh
and Resham Singh were killed mainly because they used to
give shelter to the terrorists. As related earlier, during a real
éncounter in Rataul an innocent man, Mazhbi by caste, was
killed in the crossfire. It may also be mentioned that there
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; dy where the police did not )|
illages m;ﬁ; :’(t:laz, Vadala Veerum, Bhikhiwing,
anybody. These ﬂrl: \é;hinaf Jheeta Kalan, Gur:u Ki Wadali ang
Miran Kf’t;ng? these villages Harsha Chhmaﬁg:;e;ims yet
Sultanwity resting case. In 1984 ‘when Ope‘: 4 ue Star
another inte + persons of this village were shot dead by the
happened, fouhif\g towards the Golden T.emple, one.of whom
Army for mﬁma’s brother. In 1988 during Operation Black
wli:s S::_tratl(ljree boys of this village were killed in the Golden
Thun
Temple. i,

. Caste Background and P'osmon of the
g:;:nﬁliged by Police/police touts in real or fake

encounters
Terrorists Others T[Eq—l—
r e Real Fake Relatives
Mo, Encounter Encounters of
Terrorists
: 21 18 47 86
L. Jat Sikh (53.85)  (40.00)  (87.04)  (6233)
. - 1 = 1
rhia
% Famps (2.22) 0.72)
- 1 - 1
mhar
3. Kumha 2.22) 07)
5 - = 1 1
oL (185  (O7)
. Mazhbi - 1 4 5
e , (2.22) (7.41) (3.62)
Not Known 18 24 2 4
(46.15) (53.34) (2.70) (31.89)
Total 39 45 54 138

(28.26) (32.61) (39.13)  (100)

2. Touts and Cats

A tout is a police spy in a village. His services are
sometimes utilised as a doctored false witness in cases of
prosecution by the police. This illegal, informal but well
established institution was the creation of the colonial rule.
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No change has occurred in this practice even 2 fter
independence.

It is reported on evidence that while leaving India in 1947,
the British police officers passed on the lists of “touts’ to the
Jocal officers who took over from them. A tout gives
information in whatever the police is interested. Historically,
different sections of the people who had to interact with the

lice and the law confronted the touts in various ways.
During the Ghadar movement and the Babbar Akalj
movement, the touts became the targets of attack by the
revolutionary terrorists as these touts were a major source of
information to the police. The touts were also attacked during
the Naxalite movement in Punjab. The same thing happened
in the Khalistan movement when they became special targets
of the terrorists. - ,

“Cats” were a creation of the Punjab police. A “Cat” was
an ex-terrorist who had surrendered to the police. His duty
was to help the police in apprehending and killing the
terrorists. They were given honorary ranks of police officers
and during the terrorist phase they seemed to be carrying a
degree of authority. Being former terrorists they were aware
of the modus operandi of the terrorists. A Maruti Van (generally
with dark or tinted glasses) would be parked near a bus stand,
a railway station platform or the main bazars of a town.
These “Cats” would observe people and tell the police as and
when they would see a terrorist. The involvement of the
“Cats” in the killings and dacoities has already been pointed
out.

As instruments of counter insurgency the “touts” failed
to deliver the goods because most of them were locally
identified and were easily made targets. On the other hand,
the creation of “Cats” was quite successful and it helped in the
arrest of a large number of terrorists. In the villages of our

' study two terrorists in Kashtiwal village became “Cats”.

Similarly, in village Kaleke, a prominent terrorist Surjit Singh
Kaleke turned a ‘Cat. It was believed by a few of the
respondents that he was instrumental in the arrest of Dr.
Sohan Singh, Chief of a Panthic Committee, from Nepal. The
“Cats” began to notoriously dominate the village life directly
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; i ion was often

or indirectly. The;r m;r‘ze::;yo‘ﬁ:ﬁg:m useful to
the police even a ter
3. Police Raids )

" In some villages where the po}:ce thought the support to
terrorists was strong, the oppression was more. Yoxlmg boys
suspected of any linkage with the ter.ronsts were picked up
and tortured to extract more information about the terrorists,
Insulting, abusing and hitting the young and old
indiscriminately was according to our respondents an expected
or a “normal” feature of police behaviour.

However, it was found that in most cases the police would
raid a village only after it had received some information
about the hiding terrorists. As the time passed the police raids
became more and more numerous in most of the villages,
Though most villages in our districts were raided by the
police, yet some villages were marked for repeated raids and
greater severity. Mattewal, Kaleke, Khojala, Rataul, Sur Singh
and Butala in our sample were such villages where police was
more active.

Three aspects of the police raids on the villages may be
mentioned. '

(a) The frequency of the police raids shot up after 1988
and increased further in 1991; the number declined after 1993,

(b) There was also a time dimension of the police raids.
Between 1988 and 1990, the police would invariably visit
during the day time. During the night the terrorists dominated.
Policemen refused to budge from the police station after
sunset even after receiving complaints of firing and killings by

terrorists in their areas. Later on, the police with the help of
para-military forces and army started “Operation Night
Dominance”. Subsequently the raids began during the nights.
The police in very large numbers would invariably conducta
combing operation in the early hours of the day or sometimes
late in the evening. .

It was reported that the behaviour of the police became
more nasty and insulting during the later phase. The families
of terrorists and those who gave shelter were made the
special targets. An example may be taken for purpose of
illustration.

. ol
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during terrorism
Singh alias Bhola
of Gurjant Singh
_KLF- One day on
in the village, the

Kaleke is a village which was known
pecause a top level terrorist Ravinderjit
pelonged to this village. After the death
Budhsinghwala, Bhola became Chief of the
a tip-off that he and his associates were
police assisted by the CRPF quickly cordoned off the villa
and started the combing operation. The terrorists were ngt:
traced, but the entire village had to undergo physical anc:l
mental torture by the police. During the search operation all
male members were ordered to gather in the village school-
ground. In this operation neither minor nor elderly persons
were spared. They were forced to sit under the sun in
scorching heat in the month of May for the whole day. In a
few cases, some people including two teachers of the village
High School were ordered to crawl for some distance. Some
were commanded to do sit-ups. This happened particularly
to those who tried to reason with the police. In some cases
people were mercilessly beaten.

Another illustration from the same village related to the
wedding ceremony of the cousin of a terrorist from the village.
A number of other terrorists carrying sophisticated weapons-
came to participate in the celebrations held in the Gurdwara.
Some adolescent young boys from that village and a few
surrounding villages were fascinated with weapons which
they borrowed and joined in the dance with AK47s in their
hands. They were perhaps also excited about the video being
made of the ceremony and thus fondly posed before the
camera. Next morning a police party raided the village and
procured the video cassette. Some of those adolescents were
arrested while others ran away from their home in fear. It was
not known how many of them were forced to join the
terrorists. Most others were released only after sureties given
by elders over and above the bribes given to the police.

The case of Kaleke has no qualitative distinction from
what happened in Khojala and Rataul. In other villages, the
police did not harass all the people. However, it was reported
that whosoever encountered the police by raising some
questions, was given various kinds of treatment, from abuses,
kicks and beating to detention. Actually even during the so-
called normal times a common man does not expect the police
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to treat him as a citizen having some civil rights. The period
we are mentioning was perhaps difficult for everyone. The
behaviour of the police became more “atrocious”.

We have already mentioned that under the provision of
the TADA the police could arrest a person even on grounds
of suspicion. This enabled the police to arrest indiscriminately
though invariably they kept in mind the position of the
families. In such cases in all our villages all the people
interviewed stated that no one was released without payment
of a bribe. The amount varied from Rs. 5000 to 50,000
depending upon the extent of involvement of the person or his
promixmity to the terrorist. It may be mentioned, however,
that according to our respondents, any one who had been
identified as a terrorist was not spared. Bribe, in such cases
did not help. Commenting upon the extent of bribery during
terrorism a person in Sathiala village said, “The only rea]
beneficiary of terrorism is the police. They made money from
all kinds of people. They actually grabbed even that money
which was looted and extorted by the terrorists”,

4. Surrenders

Besides the arrests made by the police we also had cases
of the terrorists who surrendered to the police. The police
used surrender as a tactical weapon. When the tide turned
againt the terrorists, some of them began to contact the police
through influential persons for a safer way out of terrorist
crime or/and seemingly sure death. Relatives in the police
were expected to be more helpful. Surrender, in fact, became
a ceremonial occasion. At public functions a particular
number of terrorists would hand over their weapons to a
public figure including ministers and the DGP himself. In
retrospect it seems that managing surrenders in public
functions, skillfully projected by the audiovisual media, had
a tremendous psychological impact on all concerned. There
are reasons to believe that the number of terrorists was far less
than the numbers shown in theatrical ceremonies. We came
across this fact right at the beginning of our field work. During
a visit to village Sathiala we thought of collecting information
regarding the terrorists from the local police post. The Head
Constable treated us graciously and gave all the information
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we wanted. Lateron we found that what he verbally told was

uite correct, but what was entered in the records of the police
was not only at odds with it but was also incorrect. Some of
the persons who were listed in the police records had never
joined terrorism. When the matter was further investigated it
was found that when in a public ceremony the surrenders
were to be stage managed, some young Sikh boys were picked
up and they were handed AK-47 rifles that were later to be
presented to the DGP. One such person had a cycle repair
shop in one of our villages. However most of those who
surrendered in the villages of our study were found to be
actually members or associates of one or the other outfit. In
Sultanwind we met and interviewed a young boy who was in
KCF(P) and had surrendered to the police. He was now
engaged in farming. His version was that those surrendered
terrorists who did not become police “cats” were brutally
tortured during interrogation. He narrated cases of those who
confessed killing of people and were later on killed in false
encounters by the police.

Finally, it may be added that when the respondents were
asked to compare the behaviour of Punjab police with CRPF
and BSF personnel on the basis of the village experience, their
response was predictable: the police was the worst, lawless,
cruel and corrupt. In spite of that, however, they tended to
understand the role of the police in the “context of the conduct
of terrorists”. Invariably we would come across a comment
such as: “There was no other way to control the terrorists”.
Some of the terrorists who indulged in rapes earned people’s
hatred. We were told that when such a terrorist was killed by
the police the people generally welcomed it.

Notes

. 'Cited in Rushworth M. Kidder, “Finding a Response to Terrorism”,
Violence and Terrorism, Annual Editions, 1990/91, Dushkin Publishing
Group, Connecticut, 1990, p. 172.

“Some of the significant writings were:

N.C. Leites and Charles Wolf, Rebellion and Authority: An Analytic
Essay on Insurgent Conflicts, Makham Publishing Co., Chicago, 1970; Sir
Robert Thompson, Defeating Communist Insurgency, Frederick A. Praeger,
New York, 1966. (Though the authors deal with the ways of tackling
communist insurgency, their ideas at the theoretical level are relevant



136 Terrorism in P"ﬂjab

to all kinds of insurgency or terrorism). William Regis Farrell, The g
Government Response to Terrorism. In Search of an Effective Strategy
Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado 1982; Grant Wardlaw, Politicy
Terrorism: Theory, Tactics and Counter-Measures, Cambridge Uni\'ersity
Press, 1982.

3Government of India, White Paper on the Punjab, Delhi 1984, p.3.

*V.N. Narayanan, Tryst with Terror: Punjab’s Turbulent Decade
Ajanta, 1996, p. 36.

SHarish K. Puri, “Perils of Prosperity” Syndrome: Reﬁlinking
Relations Between Ethnicity, Development and Democracy”, Ethnic
Studies Report, XII: 1 (January 1994), pp. 89-99.

¢Cited in Narayanan, op. cit., p. 27.

"Cited from Amnesty International, India: Human Rights Violgtigns
in Punjab: Use and Abuse of the Law, 10 May 1991, p. 52, n. 19.

®Interview ENS, Indian Express, 2 March 1995.
*Joyce Pettigrew, Urtheard Voices, pp. 47, 153-55.
1Sgnt Sipahi, July 1988, p. 13.

"bid., p. 28; The Hindustan Times, December 12, 1988; The Tribune
July 31, 1989. ¢

2The Week 5 June, 1994.
BK.S. Dhillon, “Servility and Opression: Twin Legacies of the Police

in India”; paper presented at a Seminar organised by Institute of Punjab
Studies, Chandigarh, 26-28 February, 1996.

>Amnesty International, op. cit., pp. 44-45. (See copy of the official
order dated 30 August 1989, in Appendix A).

"Narayanan, op. cit., p. 53.

lbid,, p. 54.

BAmnesty International, op. cit, pp. 13-33.
Frontline, 17 December 1993 and 29 July 1994.

®Their legs are pulled apart to 180 degrees so as to cause intense
pain as well as damage to the muscles.

A heavy metal or wooden round rod is rolled over the thighs and
ankles of the prisoner; often the police men sit or stand on the rolling
stick in order to make it unbearably heavy.

Electric shocks given to the genitals, to the head, ears and legs.
Prolonged severe beatings with leather whips or metal rods.

The victim’s hands are tied behind his back and he is suspended by
his arms on a wall or from the ceiling.

Threat of rape or other sexual abuse of the victim.
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Hansrvell Raaflaub and Ha’ns Peter Spaar “Rights and Wrongs ;
Punjab: A Swiss Agency Report’ Thz Sikh Review, Vol. 41, No, 1, ]angus;;
1993. See also All Indl? Federation of Organisations for Demoqratic
Rights, Punjab: People Fight Back: A Report to the Nation, 1987.

ngee Paramjit S. Judge, Insurrection to Agitation: The Naxglite
Movement in Punjab, Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 1992. 1t may be
mentioned that there are specific terms for different tortures. For
example Gider Kut, Ghotna Lagauna, Putha Latkaung etc.

n]l.ldg& Ibid.

BPlease see Chapter 2 for the exact number of terrorists who

belonged to the villages studied and had been subsequently killed by the
police in real or fake encounters.

#pPlease see Chapter 3.



5
Involuntary Migrations

Violence is one of the major factors in forcing a particular set
of people to abandon their age old habitat and seek shelter at
secure places. Terrorism as a discriminatory use of collectiye
violence is one of the significant factors for the displacement
of people in modern times. In Punjab it caused a large scale
migration of the people from villages to the cities, from smal]
towns to the big cities within the state and to Places outside
the state. Such involuntary migrations are qualitatively different
from other kinds of movements of the people in the sense that
these affect people who share common traits as belonging to
groups different from those of the terrorists. All these migrants
were either actual or potential targets of terrorist violence, A
high intensity of violence or threats of violence, kidnappings,
rapesand extortions by various terrorist organizations and
the failure of the state to protect their lives and property
were some of the major reasons for their migration. Many of
the migrants belonged to families which lost their dear ones
before they decided to leave their villages.

Punjab had gone through a trauma in 1947 when the
partition of India resulted in communal riots and mass scale
migration of Hindus and Sikhs from West Punjab to East
Punjab and of Muslims from East Punjab to West Punjab in
Pakistan. An estimated two lakhs died in riots. About ten
million were reported to have been displaced from their
native places. A second phase of migration in the Indian
Punjab started in the 1980s due to terrorism which continued
upto the end of 1992. The anti-Sikh riots in Delhi and other
places in November 1984 following the assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi unleashed another wave—the
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migration of the Sikh fa.milies to Punjab. In this process

Je had to leave their houses, shpps, farms, traditional

eop= = d were forced to resettle in new places. Violence
occupations an :
and threat to life and property were the push factors in all
thesfnc:iiess chapter we discuss the migration resulting from
terrorist violence in Punjab, with a view to so_cially loc_ate the
migrants and to examine the reasons for their becoming the
targets. N :

The genesis of the process of migration in Punjab may be
traced to the violent clash between Bhindranwale’s followers
and the Sant Nirankaris in April, 1978. But its impact was
marginal until the murders of the then Nirankari chief Baba
Gurbachan Singh, Lala Jagat Narain and Romesh Chandra led
to the reign of terror in the state. The people and the parties
who condemned and challenged Bhindranwale came under
his direct threat. His slogan that one Sikh was capable of
dealing with 35 Hindus created a sense of insecurity not only
among the Hindus but also others who opposed his brand of
Sikh politics. In this situation Hindus, Communists, moderate
Sikhs, and police personnel became special targets of the
killing squads. The people in the rural areas belonging to
these categories started moving to the nearby towns or cities
which were considered safer than the villages. But the
process was accelerated mainly after the cataclysmic
happenings during 1984—the Operation Blue Star and anti
Sikh riots outside Punjab—and the Panthic Committee’s
declaration of Khalistan in 1986. In the stipulated Khalistan,
Hindus were supposed to flee from Punjab. The Sikhs from
outside Punjab were asked to migrate to Punjab on the pattern
of what happened in 1947.

The hopes aroused by the Rajiv-Longowal Accord and the
Assembly Elections in 1985 were soon shattered by the upswing
of dramatic terrorist actions on the one hand and by the
increasing lack of faith in the capacity of the government and
its police apparatus to provide a sense of security to the
people, on the other. A virtual anarchy prevailed after 1986.
As scared policemen refused to stir out during the night and
more and more robber youngmen took to terrorism,
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ppings and robbery, the targets
th e. Now the well-to-do families
were no more the . ims and started moving to
; me the viC .

ofthe {,atnsﬁ-le‘:s.ai)s: t?)e ;?aces outside the state for their safety
Khe urH 1992.

: s restored after o
ol nortI:;anl‘CYt :sv:nade here to explain tl'ge migration process
. thAnz«; vill:g% in the four police districts of our study on
i Ifasis of the data collected from these v?llages_ This
i divided into two parts. The first part deals

been .
:;ﬁttehr;:janﬁtaﬁ"e dataand the second with selected case

L. Killings, kidna
Hindus alon

stud;;i: distinct features of migration may be discussed under

the following sections:

Extent of Migration o
Caste and religious context of migrations

Occupational background

Pattern of landholdings of the migrants
Place of Destination

Return to the Native villages

Sale of property by migrants

NG RwN

1. Extent of Migration

The 1981 and 1991 Census data show that the population
growth rate in Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts during the
decade was 14.31% and 16.68% respectively; considerably
lower than the overall growth rate for Punjab state 20.26%.
The available data (See Table XXIV) points further to the fact
that a majority of the villages had lower growth rates than the
average growth rate in the districts. Some of these had a
negative growth. It suggested a possible impact of the
intensity of violence and insecurity at the village level during
the period. Our field study tended to confirm that logic. Most
of the villages had low and middle level business
establishments which were generally owned by the Hindu
traders who became the first target of terrorist violence. They
and many other well-to-do people migrated from their villages
to safer places, nearby or distant.
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Table XXIV: Population Growth Rates of Punjab,
;tsar and Gurdaspur Districts and the studjed
Villages (according to census reports)

W Total  Population Absolute  Decadg]
1981 1991 Increase  Growth
rates
(Per cent)
R—

punjab 16788915 20190795 3401880 20.26
Amritsar District 2188490 2501731 313241 1431

Amritsar Police District

Basarke 1971 2324 353 1791
Harsha Chhina 5011 5229 228 455
Jheeta Kalan 3663 4076 413 11.28
Mirankot 2962 3339 377 12.73
Thande 1443 1751 306 21.18
Sultanwind Urban

Area
Wadali Guru Urban

Area
Majitha Police District
Butala* 2101 2242 140 6.66
Rajpura* 1868 1909 41 220
Narangpur* 1007 875 -132  -13.11
Kammoke* 1020 1301 281 27.55
Kaleke 2037 2263 226 11.10
Mattewal 2457 2276 -181 -7.37
Sathiala 7020 7243 253 3.60
Sehnsra 3676 4003 327 8.90
Vadala Kalan 3618 4197 579 16.00
Vadala Veerum 3146 3869 723 22.98
Tarn Taran Police District
Bagrian 2146 2480 334 15.56
Bhikhiwind 7986 sub-

urban

Gharyala 6657 6447 -210 -3.16
Mianwind 1829 1988 159 8.69
Naushehra Pannuan 5354 5961 607 11.34
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Punjab Total Population  Absolute —m divisions i.e. Ajnala and Baba Bakala of Amritsar revenue
1981 1991 Increase rowth district is on the other hand largely rural. Its area is widely
Tates spread, about 80 kms from East to West and about 20 km from
p ’ . . - -
(Per cent) North to South. A large number of historical Sikh shrines and
—_— deras including the headquarters of Bhindranwale’s Dam
Rataul 2451 2791 340 13.87 Dami Taksal at Mehta fall inits territory. Only a few villages
Sur Singh 8542 8491 -51 -0.60 and small towns in this area are situated on national and state
1513435 1761834 25239 ighways where there was greater patrolling by the security
g?;&ﬁpur 9 16.68 ?(;Ec&i p);rﬁculaﬂy during tl}e day.time. A large number of Jat
Gikh families had settled in their farmhouses (outside the
Batala Police District villages) which were not connected with any metalled road.
Butter Kalan 1558 1393 -165  -1050 Given its proximity to the border and other special features
Cheema Khudi 2858 2539 -319 -11.16 this area proved to be a haven for the terrorists. Police and
Dayalgarh 1398 2093 695 49.71 para-military forces did not move after sunset in most of the
Ghasitpur 1069 1193 124 11.60 areas in this police district. All this resulted in increased
Kashitiwal 1113 1261 148 13.30 terrorist violence or counter violence affecting the day-to-day
Khojala 2711 2309 -402 -14.83 life of the people and leading to a large scale migration. Tarn
Uchoke** 2386 2544 158 6.62 Taran police district, next to Majitha in terms of migration,
. was the home of a number of top level terrorists and witnessed
*  All these four villages have been treated as one village viz Butala, a high inten sity of terrorist activities.
**  Actually, the village falls under Majitha Police district but owing to
its closeness with the Batala Police district, has been included in jt Table XXV: Number of migrant families and persons
) (Police districtwise)
The data collected from the 28 villages, under study (Table
XXV) show that a total of 3182 persons belonging to 494. Sr.No. Police District Families Persons
families about which we got specific information migrated
from their native places due to terrorist violence. (Another 1. Amritsar 60 436
700 families from just one urbanised part of a village, adjacent (12.15%) (13.70%)
to the rural part of the village Bhikhiwind which was included 2. Majitha 196 1195
in our study had migrated to Amritsar). The scale of migration (39.68%) (37.55%)
was the highest in Majitha police district followed by Tarn 3. Tarn Taran 162 1053
Taran. The lowest level of migration was in Amritsar police (32.79%) (33.09%)
district. Two of the seven villages under study (Sultanwind 4. Batala 76 498
and Guru Ki Wadali) in this district have become part of (15.38%) (15.66%)
Amritsar city. The rest of the vi}la'ges, viz. ]heet.a Kalan, Total 494 3182
Mirankot, Thande and Basarke Bhaini are at the periphery of (100%) (100%)
the area under the Municipal Corporation falling within 1-2 ) °
kms from its boundary. Only one village Harsha Chhina is Average size of the family 6.4
located at5 kms from the territorial boundary of the Municipal Amritsar  7.26
Corporation. As one of the big cities of Punjab and a place of Majitha  6.09
Sikh pilgrimage the city was under a special protection of the Tarn Taran 650
security forces. Majitha police district constituted of two sub- Batala 655

- :

e e SRR R E—



p ~ g
Terrorism i
¢ of Migrati e Py
. _*o11S Contex o ons " .
g, Caste and R""?o:nsso“ of the migrations was the o Involuntary Migrations 145
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the Sikhs migrate? Who were the Sikh migrants? guhy did E sl | .
show that Jats constituted a major chunk of migl.'ants T data ho =
per cent of the total. The Sikh Jats are the dominant » 16,24 g T g '
they constitute about two-thirds of the Sikh ocaste and 3 R _
Proportiqnately a larger number of migrants fmip£1a29n' v | §7°] ,,"é- = 0;3: . £ 8 S g g
community, of course, belonged to the lower castes, | ikh e | € od & ~ges-3-8-8-3
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migration works differently. Yet the economic condition and B = g2 i owm g
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(1.21) (100)
(3.64) (100
(100)

494

(0.81) (100)
(0.20) (40.08) (100)

(0.60) (100)
18

0.20) (100)
4

Grand Total

4
(100)
17

S
(5.56) (94.44)

(33.33)
198

Total
Ch

H

295

(100)
(100)
(0200 (11.94) (59.72)

(33.34) (66.67)

S
(5.55) (61.11)
59

Batala
Ch

Tarn Taran
S H
(100)
(16.67)
59 16
(3.24)

H

(33.33)
103

Muajitha
(50.00)
(16.67)

48

H

(33.33)

128
(2.43) (2591) (13.77) (20.85) (11.94)

S
12

Amritsar
H

6

(100)
(9.72)

48

Caste

17. Mazhbi/Masih

13. Julaha
14. Vairagi
15. Chamar
16. Sansi
18. Total

No.

Sr.
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The long list of different occupations of the migrants
(Table XXVII) is suggestive both of their differential economic
status and of the threat perception among the villagers of the
different strata. It may be noticed, however, that about 80 per
cent of the migrants belonged to the families involved in six
major occupations, namely shopkeeping (37.66%), farming,
and/or dairy farming (16.41%), government service (14.18%),
police or para military service (6.68%) and school teaching
(4.86%). Looking at these occupations may help us to make
sense of what sort of villagers were not only more vulnerable
i targets of terrorism but were also more capable of a flight from
the villages. Though most of the village population was
engaged in the cultivation of lands, the number of the
farming families which decided to or were able to migrate
to cities was small. A family which was engaged in dairy
farming in addition to agriculture, not only had an available
access to but also enjoyed a level of familiarity with the urban
life. This factor, as our respondents articulated, facilitated
their decision to migrate to cities or nearby towns as these

were considered relatively safer than the villages.
Table XXVIL: Occupation of the Head of the
Migrant Family
| Sr. Occupation Number Percentage
i No.
| 1. Factory Owner 3 0.61
2. Transport 3 0.61
I 3. Commission Agent/Businessman 16 3.24
U 4. College Teacher 1 0.20
5. Farming/Dairy Farming 81 16.41
6. Shopkeeper 186 37.66
7. Emigrant/Foreign returned 4 0.81"
8. School Teacher/Farming 1 0.20
| 9. RMP Doctor/Vaid 1 2.23
1 10. Flourmill/Sawmill 10 2'02
11. Police/BSF/CRPF Service 33 6.68
12. Govt. Service (low level) 70 14‘18
13. Grain Trader 2 0-40
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4, School Teacher 2 3‘86
15, Goldsmith 2 0':0
16. Halvai 6 1'2;

Tailor '

15, Electrician/Mason g i
19. Astrologer 1 o
20. Milkman i
21. Ex-Serviceman 5 10
22, Deed Writer 2 0.40
23, Watch mak.er 1 0.20
24. Cycle Repair - 04
25. Weaver ; 040
26, Cobbler 1 0.20
27. Vender 2 049
28. Casual Labour 14 283

Grand Total 94

b o —

As we noticed, the largest number of migrant families
 were engaged in shopkeeping. The heads of all these fayjjes
were low to middle level shopkeepers, selling items of dail
needs like grocery. Itis noteworthy that, with few exceptions,
this occupation was under the control of the people of varigys
Hindu castes. Their concentration was higher in the big
villages having greater trading/business activity. Given the
ideological distancing from the shopkeeping Hindus, it was
believed to be easier for the terrorists to single them out as
targets. It was also found that after their migration, the
enterprising people of the other community found it opportune
to enter into this occupation. 0 g e
Four villages of our study are worth mentioning with
regard to the above mentioned phenomenon. These are Bgtala.
Gharyala, Mattewal and Naushehra Pannuan. Geographlcally
these villages occupied a central place in a cluster of six t0 teﬁ
villages each. By the late 60s, in the wake of the Glre:el
Revolution, these villages emerged as centres of middle eers
trade and business. Commission agents and shopkeep

149
Involuntary Migrations

ers in the

flourished to cater to the new needs :tf tt;z;nng oo

ding villages. It seemed that the ? oillages
SUMRREL inly Jat Sikh) in thes€ villag

enterprising farmers (mainly traders (mainly

i ising economic power of the ( maink
envied the rising Tlages v belonged
Hindu). The terronstbof)irslgro;:p t:;en‘ée t}%re wnmupﬂsugg&sﬁve
to the Jat caste. Our fie Sizing Hirse

idence of their encouragement for terro

:;;(ljakeepem and traders to ﬂee._ There were, to Fl?e cor;ﬂzll"}z
significant instances of individuals and famlh&fi 0 :
conimunity standing up to protect famlhgs of tra _eISEdanto
persuading them not to migrate. But the evidence point

the play of variant impulses and interests. However, a large
number of Hindu businessmen from these four villages
migrated to the cities and towns. At the time of our s_tudy,
most of the trade and business in these villages were in the
hands of Jat Sikhs. _

The third largest number of migrant families belonged to
low level (Class III and IV) government employees. A total of
70 migrant families belonged to this category. The heads of
these families were employed in electricity and health
departments, municipal corporation, agriculture department,
telecommunication departments; etc. Their work place was in

the urban/sub-urban areas which enabled them to have a
direct access to these areas. Secondly, they did not seem to
have much stake in the village politics or economic system.
The cost of migration of families in their case was outbalanced
by the urgency of avoiding risk involved in daily commuting
and the threat to life in the village. In the case of families
of police personnel, the threat to securi

more powerful push factor, irres

ore | ective of the cost
migration. However, the . ol

construction of

BT
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150 ) ong these castes gets reflecteq
of the size of landh?tl:;‘gsMa:}gingal and small farmers bejp

in the uﬁgranpr:_a I:: were less in proportion to thEI..l' Numberg
less able t0 IVE™ . © Conversely, the proportion of the
u the small number of middle ClaSS
migrants f dings of 10 acres and above was large. T,
farmers ‘:tleﬂs‘ 1:: ml;gsBrahminS and Khatris owned land i
upper ca s but they did not generally cultivate the lang
s(l)me ICaSZS many as 75 families of Brahmin, Khatri and Arora
direct Y!-oups among the migrants were owners of lang; 5
casterg roportion of them were in the category of small anq
large irEnl landownizg strata. It may be possible to speculae
Ea:gwhereas the threat posed by terrprxsm seemed to have
bein more or less evenly spread over different categories, the
differentiation in their capacity to pay th.e_cost of migration
was a crucial determinant of which families could take the
plunge to escape the threat.

Table XXVIII: Castewise size of landholdings of the
migrant families who owned land (in acres)

Sr. Caste Below 2.5 2.5-5 5-10  10-25 Above 25 Totql
No.

[nvoluntary Migrations

1. Brahmin 16 13 9 12 3 (22324)
2. Arora/Khatri 12 4 4 1 1 (13_%9)
3. Jat 9 27 27 37 16 (5];13)
4. Ramgarhia - 1 1 - (1'200 )
5. Kamboj - - 1 - - (0}19)
6. Chhimba 2 2 2 - - (237)
7. Suniara - 1 - - (0.149)
b 1 ] - — - (0.}19)

Total 40 48 44 50 20 202

(19.80) 376) (21.78) (24.76)  (9.90) (100)

Percentage of landholders out of total migrants = 40.89.
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5. Place of Destination

Our respondents appeared to have intima
where a particular family went to settle, exc
18 of those families which had moved out of Punjab. A tota]
of 310 (about 63 per cent) of these families were identified as
having settled in nearpy toqu and cities within the area of
these four police districts; 60 in other neighbouring areas in
the state and 124 (about 25%) as having migrated to areas
outside Punjab. (For details see Tables XXIX-XXXT). Ot of the
13 specific d&tinatio\ns in the first category 10 fall in Amritsar

revenue district and three‘in Gurdaspur revenue district The
Jargest number of 188 families migrated to Amritsar city, 26 to

Batala town and 22 to Pathankot in district Gurdaspur. Delhi
and different towns in Haryana attracted a number of those
families which migrated out of Punjab. It was evident that for
75 per cent of the migrants the choice of a new place for
settlement was within the state, largely the Places close by and
familiar. Perhaps because they did not have to face the
problems which arise from cultural conflict. That is how our

respondents appeared to rationalise the high incidence of
migration to nearby towns.

te knowledge of
ept in the case of

6. Return to Native Villages

It was speculated that most of the
might have returned to their native
return of peace. However, this was no
to the information available upto the middle of 1997, only 12
per cent of the total migrants in our area returned to their
villages. These (Table XXXII) were mainly Jats and Brahmins.
Most of the migrants did not return to their villages. Was it
because of some breach of trust and bonds with their old
fellows or because of better economic opportunities and
attractions of the life in the city or town? Perhaps both, so
thought our respondents. But the second appeared to them to
be a weightier reason. Many of the migrants had sold their
Property and business in the village and the others were able
1o enjoy better living conditions and to look after their property
Without actually living in the village. Yet as we found in our
discussions, different sets of people were affected in distinct
ways.. Those who had returned did not evidently express
any grievance against their own village people. In most of

involuntary migrants
Places following the
t the case. According
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the villages it was reported to us that the people continyeq Table ¥XX: Place of destination in Punjab out of thege
to visit their fellows who had migrated to the cities dye to police districts
terror. t Viaite -
—=—"  Amritsar Maji
Table XXIX: Place of destination of the migrant famj); ks St. PlaCfl ' /) T:;ﬂn Batala  Total
within these Police districts No. Destination
-—-‘—"—.—-'—-— 1
Sr. Place of  Amritsar Majitha  Tarn Batalam 1. Bathinda ) (: .
No. Destination Taran 67)
— 2. Dina Nagar - - - 1 1
1. Ajnala 1 2 - ) 3 (1.67)
(0.97) 3, Hoshiarpur - 2 a 1 3
2. Amritsar | 38 98 . 42 . 10 188 ; (5.00)
(60.65) 4, Jalandhar - 8 5 - 13
3. Batala - 1 - 25 26 (21.67)
(8.39) 5. Kapurthala - 2 s - 2
4, Beas - 2 - 3 - 5 (3.33)
©(1.61) 6. Kesgarh Sahib - - - 1 1
5. Dera Baba - ) % 1 1 (1.67)
Nanak (0.32) 7. Ludhiana 2 1 4 2 9
6. Dera Beas - 5 - - 5 (15.00)
(1.61) 8. Malerkotla - - 1 = 1
7. Jandiala 1 5 - - 6 (167)
(1.94) 9. Mansa - - 1 - 1
8. Mehta - - - 1 1 (1.67)
(0.32) 10. Mukerian - 3 . - 3
9, Patti @ - 19 - 19 . (500)
(6.13) "~ 11. Pathankot - 14 - 8 22
10. Qadian - - = 16 16 (36.65)
(5.16) J 12. Patiala - - - 2 2
11. Raja Sansi - 1 » - 1 (3.33)
0.32) 13. Phagwara - - 1 - 1
12. Rayya . 16 3 = 19 (1.67)
58'13) Total 2 30 13 15 60*
13. Tam Taran - i ] 45 (333) (50000 (2167) (2500) (100)
* Out of 49 ilies = 12.15%.
Total 40 130 87 53 310* of 494 families = 12.15%

(12.90) (41.94) (28.06) (17.10) (100
* Out of 494 families = 61.57%
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& YOXXI: Place of destination ctut of Punjab according
Table : to police districts

e —
Amritsar Majitha  Tarn Batala  Totg]

Sr. Place of Taran
No. Destination S
. h - 1 - - 3
1. Chandigar y 1 (2.42)
ana 4 21 54
2. Hary @355
3. Delhi 10 4 17 & 31
(25.00)
4. Uttar Pradesh 3 2 2 . 7
(5.45)
5. Madhya 1 3 3 - 7
Pradesh (5.45)
6. Rajasthan - - 2 - 2
(1.61)
7. United - 2 - - 2
Kingdom/ (1.61)
USA
8. No infor- - 3 8 7 18
mation (14.52)
Total 18 36 62 8 124*

(14.52) (29.03) (50.00) (6.45) (100)
* Out of 494 = 26.10%

But what about those migrants who settled outside
Punjab? None was able to say that those who had not
returned were feeling better off in their new places. The
experiences could be diverse. It may be worthwhile to refer to
a case here.

From Mianwind, a village in the Tarn Taran police
district, most of the Brahmins migrated to Rayya, Amritsar
and places out of Punjab. As told by the head of a family, some
of these families of Brahmins were rich. They were commission
agents, traders or shopkeepers. Besides shopkeeping one of
our respondents was also involved in grain trade. When a

[nwoluntary Migrations .

Table XOXIE Police district wise Caste of the familjes
’ who have returned

W Amnitsar Majitha  Tarn  Batala  Total
Nt;- Taran
1. Brahmin 3 8 9 5 25
(40.98)
(11.48)
3, Jat 5 1 6 6 18
(29.51)
4. Ramgarhia - - - 1 1
(1.64)
5. Suniara = = 1 - 1
(1.64)
6. Kumhar - ® 1 - 1
(1.64)
7. Varalgl 3 - = - 3 .
4.92)
8. Mazhbi - - - 5 5
(8.19)
Total 12 10 22 17 61*

(19.67) (16.39) (36.07) (27.87) (100)
* Out of 494 = 12.35%

Brahmin was killed in this village by a prominent terrorist
Billa of Varpal, terror naturally spread among other Brahmins.
He along with his family migrated to Yamuna Nagar in
Haryana. However, he had a “terrible experience”. Haryana
was already experiencing a conflict between the Punjabis
(largely refugees from Pakistan) and the Haryanvi sons of
the soil. The escalation of violence in Punjab resulted into
another set of migrations to the neighbouring state where a
sense of hostility towards Punjabis was already present. Our
respondent narrated incidents of harassment he and his
family faced. They lost the savings in the newly started
business and finally returned to Rayya and opened a small,
shop. Similarly, Vikas Kumar of Naushehra Pannuan could
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his native village. Gj
. Haryana, and returned to hu ; ge. Given
e o e g s

significance.

7. Transactions of Property

As we noticed in various villages, .the migration was jn
most cases a sudden response to an 'mm@ent of Yiolence in the
village. The people migrated leaving their property —
houses and/or land and shops—without getting the
opportunity to sell the same. In many villages the terrorists
had warned the other villagers against buying the Property
of the Hindus. Many Hindu landowners informally
handed over their property to their Sikh friends to look
after. We could not know in how many cases the friends
did not act honestly. The people interviewed by us were
reluctant to disclose unhappy details regarding the Property

transactions.

Table XXXIII: Caste and Religion of the Seller and Buyer
' of Agriculture Land

Sr. Buyer Jat  Kamboj Mazhbi Brahmin Totq]
No. Seller Sikh Sikh  Sikh  Hindy

1. Brahmin Hindu 15 2 - 2 19‘
2. Khatri Hindu 4 = - ) .
3. Jat Sikh 5 . 1 ) )
4. Khatri Sikh 3 B ) ) :
5. Suniara Sikh 1 . ) ) .

Total 28 2 1 2 ' =

The data presented in Tables XXXIII, XXXIV and XXXV
indicate the following: (a) 33 migrants of which 19 were
Brahmins. sold land, (b) 49 migrants out of which 40 were
Brahmins sold their shops, and 45 migrants out of which 31
were Brahmins sold their houses. Strictly speaking, it were
. those 45 of the last category who, it was thought, may never

return. What is interesting in the data is that the percentage of
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Table XXXIV: Caste/Religion of the Seller and Buyer Shops

Sikh

Sainsi  Khatri
Hindu

Numbhar
Sikh

Nai
Sikh

Kamboj Chhimba
gi

Ramgarhia
Sikh Sikh

Jat
Sikh
.32

Buyer

Seller

Brahmin Hindu

2. Khatri Hindu

3. Bania Hindu

1.

N Vo

4. Thatiara Hindu

5. JatSikh

49

Total

Khatri
Hindu

Sikh

Sikh

Sainsi  Mazbi

Kumhar
Sikh

Kamboj
Sikh

Sikh

Jat Ramgarhia

Table XXXV: Caste/Religion of the Sellers and Buyers of Houses
Sikh

Buyer

Seller

8(0!!)\0
= !
N
e Ve
|—-|| [
o
- v
g N

1.

Brahmin Hindu

2. Khatri Hindu

3. BaniaHindu

4.

Jat Sikh
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45

30
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160 jce to provide security to the
olice .
st the failure of the po? jon alongwith some non
against the district administratl
Hindus. The

s make temporary arrangement
government mgamsatxc;‘n;:;:ﬁoand around Dul'giana, Tem'Ple
for the stay of these fa e of income of these families was
in Amritsar. The ?n-ly s-'outhkhiwind. Among them were a]]
their business acfwlty mn running small, medium and large
Categod&s. - l.)usis%:nrfsult the business activity came to a
sale BUSTAESS. dministration came under great

il i t area. The a . Bre
standstill in tha‘ eeded security. Ultimately the district
B s topl'_OV1_de thedr; special arrangements for the
adminis“?honf Itnhz malep members to go to Bhikhiwind
u-anspom,t‘onse‘zuﬁty and open their shops in the morning
B t’f hcc:o Amitsar in the evening. They were provided
;l;gvr':y gr::ardgd buses for that purpose, since the security
could be provided only during the day time. This artrhangelient

tinued till normalcy returned to Pun]ab After that almost
:;)lnthe families have returned to th_klnwmd. " o
Some of our respondents expl.amefl _the fa- outdo this

development. The food gmin‘busmess, ie. grain tra e, was
largely under the control of Hmdlfs befon"e their migration to
Amritsar. They had very old relations with tbfe p_roducers of
the area. The marketing season of wheat_ and rice is about one
and a half months and during this period tpem is a glut. of
produce in the market. A Hindu trader Welg_hed th? grains
400-500 gms extra per bag. It was a cheating which l}ad
become acceptable to farmers because of t.he n_larketmg
complexities in Punjab. Part of the reason belpg given was
that in most of the cases the farmers did not bring the grains
to the market after winnowing it to perfection. But once the
traditional Hindu traders were replaced by the Jat Sikh tr'aders
for a short period, the farmers had a very novel experience.
As our respondents explained the new traders started weighing
4 to 5 kg extra per bag as against the earlier maxim}nm of half
akg. The new practice appeared to be a painful and mtolgmble
extortion to the farmers. But the farmers were helpless in the
given context of lawlessness. They had no alternative but to
sell their produce to their fellow Jat traders. Secondly, thfly
found that the new traders did not honour their words while

e
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making payments. They lacked business traits. Their lust to
become rich overnight made them dishonest. The farmers
suffered the agony for a period of 1-2 years. Once normalcy
returned the Hindu traders went back to the area and almost

all the farmers switched over to the old traders for selling their
produce.

3. In contrast to the foregoing illustrations there is
another side to the picture. A Hindu doctor of a government
primary health centre was not allowed by the people to leave
the village even at the height of terrorist violence there. When
the army intervened to escort him out of the village, the
people, following an organised resistance, got him released
publicly and determined to provide him non-government
armed security. The person in question was Dr. Brajesh
Sharma who joined the Government Primary Health Centre
(PHCQ) in village Mattewal on 13 April 1978, exactly the day

from which the beginning of violence in Punjab is traced. He
belonged to Jaipur (Rajasthan).

With his hard work and
dedication he developed the dispensary to a mini hospital not
through any major grant from the government, but with the
involvement of the People of the local area. Now there is a
mini operation theatre with a POwWer generator and a few halls
for indoor patients. Every Thursday during those bad days,
he performed 5-7 major/minor surgical operations free of cost
while patients were free to donate voluntarily to a fund for
further development. Besides tha t, he examined on an average
400 outdoor patients everyday.

He was so popular with the Ppeople of not only that village
but also the surrounding villag

es that the top level terrorists
including Sital Singh Matte

wal, the Chief of Dashmesh
Regiment, was known to have touched the doctor’s knees in
reverence. The doctor’s was a household name in that area.

Though the terrorists used to get medical aid from him, he
never bothered regarding the identity and position of the
patient. According to him, he treated all those who came to

him, including the alleged terrorists, according to the ethics of
medical profession.
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g terrorists to surrender, there was a high
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9@32 :; efg;‘f; tortion of bribes by the policemen for letting off
$(e:1 members. Our respondents in a number of villages

the arrest, torture and release of “suspects” had
iccaol::: 1:1)1Win¢:iustry. The primary ‘push’ factor in such
villages related, not to‘ terrorist violence as such, but to the
harassment by the police. . . .

The parents of a woman terrorst for instance migrated
from Butala to Amritsar mainly because of unending police
harassment and raids. Kulbir Kaur alias Malka married a
high level terrorist, Joga Singh of Khanpur village, belonging
to KLF. After getting married she was involved in terrorist
related activities alongwith her husband. Both of them finally
died in the same encounter with police. Her family was
constantly harassed, interrogated and maltreated by the police
whenever there was any violent occurrence in the area. Her
father, Jasbir Singh, migrated to Amritsar along with his
family and returned to the village only after normalcy was
restored in Punjab.

Another case relates to the whole family of Jarnail Singh
of Khojala village which migrated to Batala. Jarnail Singh was
a middle level farmer with 7 acres of land. His son Navroop
Singh joined terrorism. This village was also famous for being
a stronghold of Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. The police
started raiding and picking up the members of his family
whenever there was any violence in the area. Jarnail Singh
was taken away to police station and interrogation centres
many times where he was allegedly tortured severely and
humiliated. As a consequence he and all other members of the
family left the village for good and settled in Batala.
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It may be stated, therefore, that two distinct patterns of
migration emerged in our villages during the period of
terrorist-violence. Firstly, the Hindus belonging to various
castes migrated due to the threat to their lives from terrorists.
They constituted a majority among the migrants. Secondly,
the Sikhs, belonging to different castes also migrated, but their
migration was related to other reasons of threat from the
terrorists including the safety of their women. The police
harassment was a distinct cause in certain other cases of
migration of Sikh families.

Most of the Sikhs however shared their reasons for
migration with those of the Hindus. The implication was that
as against the general perception the character of terror was
not so much discriminatory in its consequence.
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People’s Resistance
Against Terrorism

Terrorism is considered a weapon of the insurgents who Plan
to bring about a change in the existing social and political
order. It acquires, by virtue of its 1de019gy, a dlscnmu}atory
character of violence, identifying the friends and foes in the
struggle. Whether and how far that charagter is actually
maintained, compromised, or altered in practice may t.iepend
on a variety of factors. In the case of terrorism in I’unlab,. the
ideology was moreor less clearly articulated in the resolutions
of the Panthic Committee/s and their armed organisations
which traced its genesis from the ideology propounded
earlier by Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. All those who
were opposed to their struggle were “enemies” to be silenced,
compromised or liquidated. Besides the agents of the Indian
state, Hindus were identified as the clear “other”. The
purpose of targeting the latter was to make them flee Punjab
and creating conditions for migration of Sikhs living outside
Punjab to their “homeland”. The communists of all shades
who strongly opposed the religion based communal politics
of separation and the members of other political affiliations
were also in the opposite camp. The appeal of communist
ideology and the tradition of armed and popular resistance
against oppression has been particularly strong in Punjab,
though it is not so reflected in the electoral politics. Normative
confrontation or resistance against the Khalistani terrorism
was believed to be inevitable. The methods of resistance by
the people against the state and the phenomenon of terrorism
depended upon the resources and the levels of ideological
motivation of the opposition forces. Besides organised armed
or/and passive resistance, there are the ‘weapons’ which the

T

Peaple’s Resistance Against Terrorism 165

weak people use against oppression and intimidation. The
latter are no less important in determining the ultimate fate of
a movement. Bloch’s study of French rural history underlined
that the peasantry could achieve more through their everyday
struggle than through the organised public opposition, since
the latter invited more oppressive measures by the state.!
Following the lead, Scott recently conducted an empirical
study in Malaysia. His findings showed how the peasantry’s
everyday resistance against the landowners in their daily life
and work proved to be an effective strategy in the face of a far
more powerful and ruthless adversary.? The case of people’s
resistance against widespread terrorist violence is, however,
of a different class altogether. There was a point in learning
about not only the evidence and character of armed and
public resistance, but also about the coping strategies or tactics

~followed by the people, the level of tacit acceptance or

rejection of or indifference towards the objectives of the

. terrorists in their local situations.

The intimations and common knowledge gathered in that
regard is discussed here in two parts. Those activities of the
people which manifest everyday resistance and may be
described as “weapons of the weak” are included in Part 1.
The second part includes some case studies of armed
confrontation organised by certain families or groups in the
villages of study on account of ideological consideration
and/or vendetta.

I. Everyday Resistance

It was difficult to know exactly the year when this kind of
resistance to terrorism began in Punjab. On the basis of the
field experience it may be stated that it became a part of
common knowledge sometime in 1989. The widespread but
quiet resistance of that kind symbolized rejection of the
terrorists and their ideology under a moral conviction. Other
actions of the people aimed at belittling the authority of the
social codes imposed by the terrorists in the same fashion as
they circumvented or dodged the law and authority of the
state relating, for example, to land ceilings, distillation of
liquor, payment of dowry in marriages and female infanticide.
Such a form of resistance may be discussed as under.
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The Sikhs were asked not to
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There were othel;;j them the most in terms of their style of Jjfe
mentioned touch During the high tide of terrorism the
or social 1uon011;;ene almost closed in the villages. In Buta),
butchers’ shoxi re ten meat shops selling lamb and chickep,
where there pe closed. Similarly, the village markets, where
these had to rds were the normal source of entertainment fo,
a fevrs ilvmerydi evening, lost such spectacles. One could no more
;’::Z drunkard in the streets in the evenings. Similarly, the
size of the marriage party was reduced to _the Prescribeq
number after certain incidents of _the terr_01'-1sts humi]ating‘
a large marriage party. The practice of giving downry also
apparently declined and the pe.:ople_stopped the practice of
vikhala® (display of the goods given in dowry).

But did the people stop the above practices in reality? This
was the query we made in all the villagés of our study. The
response was unanimous. “Apparently, yes”. There seemed
to be a visible impact of the commands of social reform. But
in reality this did not happen. The people adopted simple
strategies to dodge the commands. The butchers would
clandestinely send the meat to the homes of regular customers.
In the cities where the presence of police and other armed
forces of the state was overwhelming most butchers did not
close down their shops. The village people would buy their £
quota of meat from the cities.

Similarly people could not be prevented from consumption
of liquor. In Punjab there are three sources of liquor, viz.
government auctioned and licensed shops, centres of
clandestine sale of illegally distilled liquor and the liquor
venders who carry a home delivery service. It was interesting '

067, the terrorists announced a 13-poip; |
in March 1970

m -
meat and 1iquor

to learn that all the three practices continued. There was
decline only in the consumption of liquor in public places or
functions, particularly in marriages. There is no other area
Tore prominent than the meat and liquor consumption in
Which the terrorists were so thoroughly defied. It may be .
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mentioned that after ﬂ_le deflaration of the social reform
rogramme, the terrorists did attack some of those who
violated the orders.

Why did the people cqntinue to consume what was
prohibited? There is no denymg.the fact that eating habits are
socially constructed. Itis not possible to change these overnight.
However, the meat and liquor consumption is not that much
a part of the tradition. In fact, the rise in poultry food
consumption is a recent phenomenon. People started
consuming these items in a big way only after the Green
Revolution. The command of the terrorists could be
understood in this context. The same context also makes the
clandestine consumption of liquor and meat as a form of
resistance.

The responses to the size of a marriage party and to dowry
were somewhat different from the above. Whereas the lower
middle and poor peasantry considered these to be good steps,
the well-to-do felt oppressed. The opposition came from the
latter, though the others did not lag behind in giving and
accepting dowry. This was done indirectly. After all, giving
money in cash could not be detected. The rich peasantry
began to organize marriages of their daughters in the cities.
The rise in terrorism in Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts
coincided with the mushroom growth of ‘marriage palaces’
in towns and cities. Thus the pattern of size of marriage party
and consumption of liquor, meat and poultry were tackled by
arranging marriages in the cities.* Organisation of marriage
ceremonies in marriage ‘palaces’ in towns started winning
prestige.

The terrorists started large scale extortions in the late
eighties. Troubled by the regular demands of money and
threat to life, the people including rich peasants started
migrating to the citites. The better off among those who
remained in the villages were the likely targets. It was
understood that indication of possession of money by a family
could draw the attention of the terrorists. Thus many people
stopped showing any signs of possessing money. Renovation
Or construction of houses was stopped. So was the purchase
of new tractors, scooters and other expensive gadgets. It is
evident from the fact that after terrorism was over, there was
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- family had disposed off the scooter/motq,
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cycle or loa ¢ the Khalistani terrorists were operating in a state
be noted that £0% ly developed network:of roads. In sych
which had a fax’y < tral to terrorist operation..
situation quick mobility was cen 3 shatohd Perations,
Therefore, the terrorists had starte sx}g C lLfng scooters on 3
Jarge scale. Scooters/motor cyclef» were ideal for the movemept
on link roads. Those living in villages, on or close? to the link
roads, used scooters as the most convenient vehicles. Sych
people became the targets of the terrorist bi.)ys. When the
latter came to ask for a scooter from a family there was no
alternative but to comply.

The problem for an owner did not relate merely to the
financial loss. Greater trouble followed when a terrorist
abandoned the vehicle after an operation and it was recovered
by the police. No villager could report to the police i.mmediately
after the scooter was taken away, for fear of the terrorists’
wrath. So, notwithstanding the consequent discomfort for
themselves, the scooter owners started selling the vehicles.
The tractor owners told us that they started keeping the tyres
of their tractors deflated. Other methods included removal
of a piece of machinery, cutting the fuel connection and
keeping the fuel tank more or less empty so as to offer a
workable excuse that the tractor was not in working order or
required repairs. These were, as we learnt, fairly common
practices, which the helpless people followed to put up a form
of passive resistance.

The everyday resistance came from the social and religious
groups which were supposed to be the support base of
terrorism. The Jat Sikhs turned against the terrorists first by
not supporting their activities or by quietly hampering their
operations. It may be noted that the highest tide of terrorism
was achieved in 1990 and the very next year it began to decline
fast. The so far manipulated support base had crumbled.
Something which could not be specifically investigated but
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was-sufficiently suggested was that the police success related

to the cautious but widening scale of information about the

whereabouts of the terrorists provided by the members of this
j up.

SOCIIE::IE:S siinificant incidents of resistance related, however,

to open and direct confrontation of the terrorists by individuals,

families and organised groups.

II. Open Resistance

A few investigative reports including cases of open
resistance are already available.’ One of the comprehensive
reports recorded a variety of forms, identifying 25 cases of
individual resistance, 8 by families and relatives together and
29 cases of organised collective resistance, alongwith a number
of rallies and public demonstrations organised by political
groups/parties. Those who participated in such resistance
came from diverse socio-political backgrounds and ideological
orientations.®

In the villages of our study we learnt about a variety of
cases of resistance. There were instances, for example, in
villages such as Sehnsra and Ghasitpur where a village
notable or a Sarpanch offered an armed challenge or cases of
armed members of a whole family which offered a prolonged
resistance in repeated exchanges of fire. It turns out that in
the detailed studies given in this chapter practically all those
who were involved in armed confrontation with the terrorists
had an ideological affinity or/and affiliation with one or the
other Communist group or party. However, the social
dynamics of confrontation pointed to a complex set of social
forces operating in a particular situation. Each case study
Presented here is broadly representative of a particular mode
Or rationale of resistance involving variant shapes and
motivations and their impact upon subsequent events. What
came out prominently from our field observations was that
wherever individuals or groups put up a successful open
resistance, whether ideologically motivated or resulting from
f:.l sheer sense of personal honour, it pointed to a noticeable
Mpact on the subsequent behaviour of the others in the
Vi"age—reducing the intensity of migration from the village
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dents felt.

an
- ¥;d?:;1ﬂl'(;lof a middle level Jat Sikh farmer was attacked
e

: 00 p.m. by the terrorists on Ma
in broad dayhgh;::lt a&‘;‘;ﬁggﬁ unavyares because genera11§
30, 1989. 'The faed t)((, attack targetted people only during the
ﬂ?e teman;ﬁnusthis attack the head of the family, Mangta
Is\:ihli e wags 65yersold at that time, was killed Ol'll the spot
andgo’ne of his sons was seriously injured. Mangta Su.\gh was
affiliated with the Communist Party of India (Marxist). The
injured son of Mangta Singh recovered after 3-4 months of
treaﬁ\::é-ta Singh owned 28 acres of land and was settled in
a farmhouse at the outskirts of the village. 1_1e 1-\ad seven sons,
three of them were married at the time of incident. The two
elder sons were employed in the Thein Dam Project as semi-
skilled workers. The rest were living in a joint family. Three
of his sons were matriculates and the rest were illiterate. After
the injured son recovered, the first task he and his brothers
undertook was to identify the terrorist who had killed their
father. In the late 80s many groups of terrorists had sprung
up in the region. Though it was not easy to identify the killer
and his terrorist group, yet they succeeded in indentifying
him as well as his organisation. The killer was Jarnail Singh
of nearby village Butari and was active in BTFI:(manochahal).
An F.IR. was lodged against Jarnail Singh and the police
started raiding his house and picked up the members of his
family. The father of the terrorist was, during those days, a
resourceful person as was usually the case with the brothers
and fathers of the terrorists. When the police started harassing
the father he started threatening Mangta Singh’s family asking
them to withdraw their F..R., which was refused. Jarnail
Singh’s father alongwith another person went to Mangta
Singh’s farmhouse and asked them either to withdraw the
F.LR. or be ready to face the consequences. During a heated
exchange between the two, Mangta Singh’s son opened fire
with his gun and killed him on the spot. According to the
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sons, they did not want to kill the father but were only after
his son who had killed their father Mangta Singh.

After that incident both brothers Sukhdev Singh and
Banta Singh, 19 and 20 years old respectively, surrendered
before the police. Both confessed their crime. Both of them
were sentenced to life imprisonment and were lodged in
Amritsar Central Jail. Meanwhile one of the two brothers,
Sukhdev Singh has been released on bail. Even now the
members of Mangta Singh’s family nurse a regret that they
could not locate and punish Jarnail Singh who had murdered
their father.

We tried to locate Jarnail Singh and came to learn that at
the end of militancy, he surrendered before the police and
offered his services in apprehending the surviving terrorists.
The case of Mangta Singh’s murder failed because of lack of
clear evidence. Later Jarnail Singh reportedly killed his wife
and he is also in the Central Jail Amritsar, convicted under
IPC 302.

After the killing of Mangta Singh, there were two kinds of
options before the other members of the family: (a) to lie low,
seek security or migrate to an urban area, (b) to challenge and

_ confront the terrorists. They chose the latter course, more

because of sense of family honour than for any ideological
reason. It is obvious from the fact that after killing Jarnail
Singh's father they surrendered to the police. The concerned
police officer advised them to forget the incident, and to go
back to the village. However, as told by the eldest brother of
the family, they reacted by saying that the people should
know that they had taken the revenge of their father's death.
In fact, they insisted on being tried. This sense of honour was

derived from the traditional peasant sense of living with
dignity.

(a) Provision for Security at the Farmhouse

Mangta Singh’s family lived in a farmhouse about 2 Kms
outside the village and the place seemed to be highly insecure
during the days of terrorism. It was not connected with a
pucca road. Such places were regarded as safe havens for the
terrorists because the policemen avoided venturing into such
areas. There was no other farmhouse nearby. The movement



172 stop after sunset. Even the
of people in iy Vmagesa%;ezutgge OI;t during the night'and
Jlicemen did not I\PYm moved around freely. So the
Ii)tois only the terrorists wl-\osecurity.
people had to fend fot‘s;izh:;’i‘l‘;l aot have a boundaljy wall, the
Since the farmhoudid was to build a 6 feet high wall a)
first thing thfe :;ngse, fitted on top with barbed wire and
around thih asame with a live electricity wire and passed the
connected the hitat night. Floodlights were f}tted on the four
current thfrtzﬁg wall. In case of electricity failure, they useq
cornersil 'OhtS Secondly, they constructed a double storey high
search igthe ;gntrance- It was without a stair case. They useq
tower ;en ladder to go up and lift it up into the tower. From
:h?%? h tower a regular watch was kept on the movements
of theg outsiders all around. Toilets and bathrooms were
inside the house.
con&‘::rsu:;z‘; ltlc‘;lk us around, they told us that they were
pained that a valuable citrus orchard had to be chopped off

because the plants obstructed the watch on the movements
of the terrorists in the area.

(b) Arms and Ammunition

The family had no modern weapon prior to the terrorist
attack. They had only a few traditional ones. After the death
of their father and a greater threat to the family they bought
two Double barrel guns immediately. Licence for weapons
was promptly issued by the district administration. It was a
part of the policy of the state that genuine persons who were
under threat from the terrorists would be given immedjate
permission to buy weapons. The district administration also
provided them with 3 rifles and one sten-gun. In addition,
two special police officers were attached to this family for
their protection even though various terrorists groups operating
in the area had warned them against the taking of police help.

According to the members of the family, a total of 5 armed
attacks were launched by the terrorists; all these were repulsed
by them. The family did not suffer any loss after their
morchabandi. The sharp-shooters in Mangta Singh’s family
used to fire in advance once they saw any movement at a
distance from their farmhouse. Getting ammunition from the

.
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police was no problem. All empty shells were deposited and
fresh ones were issued by the local police.

(c) Routine Schedule During the Period

The family, more or less, remained cut off from their
routine work and relationships. They had neither a telephone
nor were they getting regular newspaper. They remained in
touch about the happenings around them and in Punjab
through Radio and Television. No outsider (even begger) or
suspected person was allo

wed to enter the gate. Even for the
construction of the boundary wall trusted persons were
engaged. They reduced their dependence upon others. The
interaction even with their close relatives was restricted. All
work related with farming was done

only during the day
time. They had little problem in marketing the crop because
the local people and their well wishers helped them quietly
and indirectly. They would not inform any outsider while
moving out of the farmhouse and maintained anonymity in
their routine work. Occasionally they also moved out with
armed guards but alertness was the watchword. The
surveillance against attack and their alertness seemed to be
the reason which provided safety to the family. The female
members of the family, though illiterate, remained reportedly
in high spirits and this was a motivating force for the male
members to continue their fight against terrorists.
(d) Impact of this Resistance

It is difficult to

gauge the specific impact of this resistance
on th

e people in the village. The population of Vadala Kalan
Wwas over 4000. The village was not different from other
villages in the area in terms of literacy, patterns of landholding,
caste and social structure, or other related factors. The overall
lmpact of this resistance could be gauged mainly from the
résponse of our respondents in the village. The courage of
that family was admired. An average of about 11 boys per
village had joined terrorism. From this village only four boys
had joined. Though there were different reasons for the boys’
joining terrorist groups, one important reason seemed to be
the visits of terrorists in the village luring the youth to emulate
them through personal contact. The determined resistance of
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! . f the visits of the terrorists

v Jimited the frequency 0 :

one fa:\ﬂig’ the village and might have been a constraining
inﬂ:llgnce on the young boys- Seconfily, et n'n_lgl:atlon from
‘he village Was restricted to 12 families. A majority of these
w:re Hindu families who owned both land and shops. With

the return of normalacy, almost all of them have returned to

the village.

2. Harsha Chhina

This village falls in Amritsar police district and is located
on the periphery of Amritsar C?t}’ on Ajnala R(?ad. The
opulation of this village is over five thousand. This village
seems to be different from the other ones in Majha region in
terms of the level of awareness and education among the
people. It boasts of a large number of officers in civil, military,
education and other fields. It remained a notable village
during the country’s freedom movement. Some prominent
personalities of this village such as Baba Pala Singh had taken
active part in both the Akali Movement in the 1920s and the
freedom movement. Baba Achhar Singh Chhina who got his
education from Moscow in 1920s was one of the well respected
freedom fighters and communist leaders. He was elected
ML.A. in both the 1952 and 1957 elections. Later this village
became a stronghold of the CPI (ML) - Chandrapulla Reddy
group of Naxalites. The history of this village seemed to have
a visible impact in the area as a number of prominent
Naxalites emerged on the scene during the 70s and the 80s.
The most well known ones were Baldev Singh Mann of a
nearby village and Sarbjit Singh Bhittewad. Balde? Singh
Mann did his post-graduation from Guru ‘Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar in the late 70s and during his student life
he was elected Sarpanch of his village unanimously. He
organised political opposition against Bhindranwale’s ideology
and the terrorist movement through meetings, conventions
and peace marches in this area and armed his group to fight

the terrorists. ’
After the killing of Baldev Singh Mann by the terrorists on
igmsfr?()ti?:srt;%e the target killing of this group became
e o [ ey were asl'<ed to give up their campaign. They
s fighters against the state and so were opposed
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to the police repression. The CP

decided to take revenge of the kﬂh;g( ﬁém:f, n:t only
to confront and expose what they described as Srutalio
forces of the terrorists and the state, ety

After the death of Mann, Sukhraj Sin :
Harsha Chhina led the fight agahwt]tenogrli‘dllx? bt:llssclgrg,ht;:
they organised a massive rally at their village Bus Stand
(Kukranwala) on the first death anniversary of Mann on 26
September 1987. A general consensus was evolved io sharpen
the people’s movement against both Khalilstani terrorism and
sgtate terrorism.” A group of terrorists tried to disturb the
rally by ightening the people gathered there. They were
however challenged successfully by the armed organisers.

After that a series of attacks and attempts were made by
terrorists on these people and twelve of the CPI (ML) workers
were killed in this area during the period of terrorism. Four
well organised attacks were made by various terrorist groups
on the houses of Sukhraj Singh and Igbal Singh in Harsha
Chhina village. These were repulsed. By that time a retired
army man Hardev Singh ‘Babbu’ also joined them. In another
attack on Igbal Singh’s house one terrorist was killed, another
was injured and the rest ran away. It was Hardev Singh who
killed that terrorist. After that the terrorists started fearing
them, particularly Hardev Singh. Three more attempts were
made by the terrorists in which rocket launchers, light machine
guns and other sophisticated weapons were used, but they
could not do any harm to the opponents. The last attack on
them was made in August 1989 in which more than 28
terrorists took part. This was also decisively repulsed by
them.

These anti-terrorist fighters were reported to have
knowledge about the profiles of the terrorists, their socio-
economic background, level of understanding, motivation
and ideology. They regarded the terrorists as dacoits and
criminals and believed that such type of movements could
create only chaos and lawlessness in the society and were
bound to fail.

A total of ten boys from this village had joined terrorism.
The most prominent among them was Satnam Singh, alias
Satta Chhina. During those days he was one of the prominent
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subsequently became : TFK
‘:h Gukhraj Singh and Igbal Singh were familiay
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terrorists an
(Sangha). Bo
wm};ﬁ,‘f:ﬁ; Yéana Chhina group’s frustra.ltion and sense of
humiliation at the hands of their (-‘mem_ies iy thels OWn are,
they were in search of a modus mv_endl through which they
could trap any one of the three prominent chal]er_lgers. Sukhraj

re also apprehensive about the

Gingh and Iqbal Singh we :
p]c:;gsibility of devious moves that the terrorists may make to

¢ killing of their fellow.

aver}%:ee ttt;rroristsgof Satta Chhina group formul.ated aplanin
early 1990 to trap the soft ta-rget, viz. Hardfav Singh. H;erdev
used to go to his fields to bring fodder for his bUffa'lloes in the
morning always carrying his doublfa barrel gunon hxs shoulder,
In spite of the load of fodder on his head Ha@ev Singh’s gun
and shooting skill seemed to scare the terronsts who wanted
to kill him. So they planned to Jure him thlfm..lgh the services
of a young lady Jasmeet Kaur who was an active supporter of
Satta’s group. Jasmeet Kaur was the daughter of a police
officer and reportedly had intimate relations with Satnam
Singh. Our respondents reported about a rumour in the
village that Satnam Singh had married that daughter of the
police officer. The story of the incident as recounted by
diverse groups of people in the village was as follows.” One
fine morning, as per the plan, Jasmeet, Kaur accosted Hardev
Singh just outside the village while he was bringing fodder.
She was riding a moped and after seeing him from a little
distance switched off her moped. She was reportedly well
dressed with a bag on her shoulders. When Hardev Singh
came close to her, she pretended that her moped had gone out
of order. She told him that she was a journalist and engaged
him in conversation and asked him about one Hardev Singh
Fauji of Harsha Chhina village. When he asked about her
purpose, she stated that her editor had come to know about
that man’s bravery and she had been sent to interview him.
He told her that he was the person she was looking for and
Zgreed to give the interview. They fixed a meeting for the next
e:gr:;‘i;‘:tdaf _Kukranwala. One version was that Jasmeet

: esire to marry him. In any case Hardev Singh
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did not share this information about the incident with his
comrades. According to Sukhraj Singh, they felt a little
concerned that Hardev did not meet them for two or three
days. But since he and Igbal Singh were busy in preparations
for the marriage of a nephew of Sukhraj, they could not make
further enquiries. During that period Jasmeet Kaur met Hardev
Singh and took him to the outskirts of the village (ostensibly
on their way t0 Amritsar) where they met a group of terrorists
Jed by Satta Chhina. Next moming the people learnt about
Hardev’s murder. His body was tied with a pipal tree with the
Jimbs of his body slashed by a sharp weapon.

Thereafter, both Sukhraj Singh and Igbal Singh held the
fort. Their houses at the top of a mound in the village were
close to each other. The location of their houses was effective
both for defence against a terrorist attack and also for
attacking them if they were found in the vicinity. They had
constructed bunkers on the top of their houses and could go
to each other’s house during attack by the terrorists. Sometimes
they used tositin each other’s morcha (bunker) during nights.

They reportedly moved around freely in a group of 5-6
armed comrades and used an open jeep for going out of the
village. The district administration provided them weapons
and ammunition. Later it became.a common belief that their
fight against state oppression became less important than the
fight against the ideology of Khalistan and the terrorists in the

area.
3. Bhikhiwind

The village of Bhikhiwind in the Tarn Taran police district
became known for a legendary armed resistance against the
organised forces of Khalistani terrorism by one joint family
which was awarded a Shaurya Chakra, the highest bravery
award for civilians, by the President of India in 1994. The
two brothers, Balwinder Singh and Ranjit Singh and their
wives Jagdish Kaur and Baljit Kaur, with the support of
other members of the family and relatives were able not only
to openly challenge the terrorists in their den but also to
repulse more than 18 major armed attacks during a period of
about 4 years. Paradoxically, the village was also known for
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178 nce of Mg st of the twin settlements of

incide
om the urban pa

ivists of the Communist Party
had been closely as‘sociated vyith the
the Students Federation of India (SFI),
Jagdish Kaur was also a student
in Batala Police District.

g for death by the terrorists

the family was mar.ked_ : .
Ho:lvleve_r, umstances prevailing in the village. Balwinder
due to the circun minent leader but became so due to his

i t a pro : ;
smil;;:::s I:f:it; 51e terrorists. In the ‘_ullage _he wﬂa;i knoyvn
::(‘:‘Comrade”. Another young boy Surinder Singh 10ngmg

— village was also studying in his college.
to hésu:iﬂl;‘fr Singh took up weapons rimd ’beca:ne an Area
‘Commander of BKI. He was not thfz typical “boy wh-o joined
terrorism out of fun. Balwindex_' Smgp had_found him t.o be
a somewhat fanaticSikh who believed in tl.\e ideal of Khalistan
and was also convinced that the Communists were dangt_erous
for the Sikh faith and should be eliminated. For}um Bmer
Singh was his enemy and was to be dealt m.nth. But Balwinder
Singh chose to confront him and his associates. In the process
the confrontation escalated to unknown heights. In the biggest
attack on Balwinder Singh on 30th September 1990, a large
number of terrorists of various organisations were reported to
have been involved. The encounter in which modemn weapons
were used started in the evening and went on till mid-night.
Balwinder Singh and his colleagues also used automatic rifles,
Light Machine Guns and other sophisticated weapons in this
battle in which the terrorists were forced to withdraw.

It may be noted that in the initial phases of their resistance,
the police did not help them. But later on they got some help.
The state police provided them a large number of sophisticated
weapons including Light Machine Guns and A.K. 47s and
special security guards besides the security guards of the
party. They had no problem in getting ammunition from the
local police station.

Almost all the attacks on them were made during the
night. Their neighbours used to shift to safe houses in the
village during nights. Those who could not afford to join them

B e
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were advised to stay away from the scene and were provided
Jocal protection.

Since both the brothers were employees of Punjab State,
they had to remain on long leave with or without pay because
of constant threat to their lives. After 1992, whereas Ranjit
Singh reported on duty Balwinder Singh resigned from service
in order to pursue a political career.

This middle class Jat Sikh family owned 10 acres of land,
all of which remained practically uncultivated from 1988 to
1992. Whereas farming activity was full of risk for the family,
nobody else from the village seemed prepared to rent the land
on lease or crop-sharing basis due to threats from the terrorists.
A warmning was reportedly issued that if anybody took over
the cultivation of their land, he and his family would be
eliminated.

The family, however, eamed the respect of the people.
After 1992, Balwinder Singh was unanimously nominated the
President of Bhikhiwind Truck Union even though he had no
truck of his own. This happened when only a truck owner
could normally become the member of that Union. The Union
had over 300 trucks registered with it. Given the large scale
business of transportation of food grains, the Union itself had
a big income for serving the collective interests of the
transporters and the employees. With Balwinder Singh as the
Union chief, the truck owners seemed confident that the
policemen or other state functionaries would not harass them
for bribes or forcibly take away the trucks for their personal

or state purposes.

4. Some other instances of resistance

One of the prominent other instances relates to the role of
Jiwan Sigh Umranangal. A senior Akali leader, Umranangal
was a minister in Prakash Singh Badal’s governments in 1969-
70 and 1977-80. He became a target of Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale after the April 1978 armed conflict with the
Nirankaris in Amritsar. Jiwan Singh belonged to village
Umranangal (near Beas) which is close to the Dam Dami
Taksa]_’s headquarter at Mehta. Part of the reason for his
Opposition to Bhindranwale might be the clash of political
‘mter&st in a constituency which Jiwan Singh regarded as his
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the March 1979 election to the SGPC he

' i i Amrik Singh in the
Qeferipd B-hindranwale e a aﬁ\ﬁ;snwale’s firegspitting
Beas constituency. Thereafter, as b .

. al remained the only prominent
militancy spread, Umiata®®’ - inst Bhindranwale’
Akali leader, who publicly campaigned against & s
actions and the Khalistan terrorist movement. His son Sukhdev
Singh was killed in 1987 and several attempts were made to
kill him, but he continued his fight on public platforms and
by public propaganda in the area be!neved to have been under
the strongest influence of Dam Dami Taksal. Hg also criticised
the traditional Akali leadership for not coming out openly
against terrorist violence. Later h_e rgmgned fro_m tl}e
membership of the SGPC in protest against 1t's l_eadfexst.up. His
main grouse against the functionaries of thls institution was
that they had failed to maintain the sanctity of the Golden
Temple. He therefore received considerable support from the
state in the shape of arms, ammunition, secunty guards and
vehicles for his fight. As a consequence a degree of resistance
by the people of Radha Soami sect and other elements was
kept alive even though he could not build his own organised
force for resistance. _

Another case was of a group of Nihangs under the
command of Taruna Dal’s (a sect of Nihangs) Deputy Chief
Baba Ajit Singh Poohla. Poohla was regarded as a politically
well connected person. He was reported to have formed a hit
squad of his followers to take on the militants. The base camp
of Baba Poohla was in village Kartarpur near Butala in Majitha
Police district. He and other leaders of Taruna Dal consistently
opposed the terrorist movement in this area which was a
stronghold of the terrorists. Poohla was heavily armed with
sophisticated weapons provided to him by the state
government besides a bullet proof car and secyrity guards.
His activities took the shape of direct enmity with Joga Singh,
a Lt. General of Khalistan Liberation Army. Part of the reason
was their competing interests relating to control of Gurdwaras.
Poohla’s utterances against Khalistan and terrorism were a
challenge to the terrorist organisations in the area and so he
was placed on their list. This led to a chain of killings of each
other’s followers and other members of their families.  In an
ambush laid by Joga Singh’s men three Nihang followers of

ket borough. In
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jit Singh Poohla were killed and i i
iAnpa revenge attack Poohla’s NﬂmI\);o h‘kﬂliel:lmselsfel;was injured.
Joga’s family including women and children, Thl: imbe]s af
day Joga Singh’s group attacked the family of a Numnery ?m
to Poohla and killed nine members of his fami g close

In another case a middle aged amritdhar; wic
Kaur of Amarkot village in Ta.fn Taran m :lv:;d;‘cvt AT::];
tough fight to various terrorist groups. Her fight startegil with
the killing of her husband by the terrorists in 1988-89. Spe
belonged to a well-to-do Jat Sikh family owning more m 25
acres of land. When her husband was killed the first thing she
did was to buy a revolver for her security. She also constructed
a pacca Morcha on the roof of her house. A high boundary wall
of the house was also constructed. She was provided security
guards, arms and a (Gypsy) jeep. Our respondents from the
neighbouring villages of our study reported about a number
of attacks made on her life but she and her security guards
beat them back. There were other cases of resistance by
individuals with or without their small weapons or without
in our villages.

The logic of resistance whether through Ppassive methods
or active ones of opposition and confrontation pointed to the
level of acceptance or rejection of the objectives and commands
of the armed advocates of Khalistan. The people who launched
and actively participated in the said movement in the name of
their religion and community interest and those who resisted
these belonged to the same community. Practically all of them
on both sides were Jat Sikhs. It was clear that the general mass
of the people were too scared to oppose or resist the terrorists.
Most others chose mainly to dodge them. Yet the incidence
of disregard of commands relating to the so called social
reforms was widespread. Only a small number of individuals
who possessed their own weapons could have dared to deny
them entry into their homes at night.

The cases of open armed opposition on the other hand,
pointed to a convergence of personal reasons of vengeance
and ideological impulses. -One was reflected sharply in the
case of Vadala Kalan and the other in cases of Harsha Chhina
and Bhikhiwind. The impulse for revenge or vindication of
personal honour, traditionally regarded as a trait of Jats was,
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182 pondents, 2 major factor in their

according to our res the cases of public opposition
: ose. Among the A i
fidemu\?i;:;:ossfﬂy the major ideological forc; Xelglgd it,
i) the case of Jiwan Singh Umranangal and Ajit Singh
exceptin nist parties. It is no wonder that, as

Poohla were the commu -1 :
w(:: noticed earlier, among the political men killed by the

. r belonged to the communist
tenr?igt;;ll::te olsrrgﬁe;td rs:tl':lmd];reshows, l%owever, is that most of
lt)lfc:)se v;lho determined to resist the terrorists with weapons in
a planned fashion proved, in effect, to be less Vulnera.blg than
mrc))se who remained ambivalent. Avai'lability of sophisticated
weapons which was possible only with the support of stgte
police and administration appeared to ha\_fe been a crucial
factor in all the cases of sustained open resistance. That may
well have been a factor in determining whether and how far
could they oppose the state and police rgpres;»ion on the
people alongside the fight against Khalistani terrorism,
Whereas the armed resisters denied capitulation on their part
in that regard, the impression which we got from our
respondents was that the communists fought as much an
ideological war in defence of the people as the state’s proxy
war against secessionism. However, the personal courage
and bravery of the individuals in these cases of resistance was
to our villagers, a source of inspiration in an otherwise highly
demoralising sense of all round submission to the “degenerate
outlaws”. In the end it may be stated that in all cases of armed
resistance the help of the state police in providing arms,
ammunition and some guards was very crucial in determining
the outcome. At one point of time the state tended to assist
any one who could dare the terrorists.

Notes

'Marc Bloch, French Rural History: An Essay on its Basic Character,
London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1966.

“James C. Scott, Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasants
Rpistance, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1985.

*Vikhala is a practice according to which a few members of the
bridegroom’s marriage party are invited to the bride’s house where the
items given in dowry are displayed and a list of the items is read out.
" This public display of dowry had serious sociological implications.
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First, in a situation of divorce, those items i )
bride’s parents without any problem. Secondly, it wb; I;Z'neved by the
peasants that the dowry was also a form of Gt &5“: mdda among
share in her parental property, ymen ughter’s

‘In retrospect it seems that the terrorists were
about the reforms. The manner in which the

a prominent ten:orist belonging to Sultanwind w .
Amritsar city indicated a prominent disregard of ﬁ_l::d ?:tkbraled in

The consumption of cough syrups as a substitute to alcoho]

opium [-,y the terrorists Wwas another significant indicatin of tha‘: gg
(see Harish K. Puri, Paramijit S. Judge and Jagroop Sekhon, op. dt, p
52 ). -

hardly enthusiastic
marriage of the sister of

*Notable among various records of individ
resistance and confrontation with terrorists
reports:

1. All India Federation of Organisatiosns for Democratic Rights
(eds), People of Punjab Fight Back: A Report to the Nation, 1987.
2. Amolak Singh and Jaspal Jassi (eds.), The Bleeding Punjab: A
Report to the Nation, Surkh Rekha and Inqualibi Jantak Leeh,
Ludhiana, 1992.
¢Amolak Singh and Jaspal Jassi, op. cit.

"This incident has also been covered by Talwinder Singh in his
Punjabi novel Yodhe (Warriors). However, here our narration is based
on the interviews and differs from that of the novel.

are the following two



Conclusions

. Jings of a field study, limited in scope and objectives
ﬁ;ﬁﬁg:n \;gvarrant_ a ge_nferalisation about the Strugg}e for
Khalistan or the Sikh militancy. However, these provide ap,
illustrative insight from below. The picture qf the groung
reality shows at the outset tl}at whf:lt h.appened in the villages
had little relation to the political objectives or grievances of the
Sikh community as articulated by leaders and spokesmep
The world of the “fighters” and the world of the ideologues
of the movement appeared to co-exist and yet were separate
from each other. The available account tended to questiop
both the state’s definition of the problem as a secessionist
movement and the interpretation the ideologues and the
leaders provided to the disparate events of terrorist violence,
as evidence of a triumphant struggle for Khalistan, Each, in
effect, contributed to validate the other's framework of
discourse on the issue.

The reasons and motives of the “fighters”, as we
discovered, charted a kind of politics of the ‘personal’ which
was at variance with the metanarratives of Sikh militancy. As
it comes out in the pattern of their recruitment, ideological or
religious orientation was not a requirement. Those who had
the impulse for taking up arms or could be persuaded or
forced to join, joined. Kinship and school or village connections
with the early entrants marked the main routes of entry to a
particular militant organisation. Those who came forward
were mostly from such young boys belonging to poor Jat Sikh
families of farmers, who seemed to have a low estimation or
a sense of having been rendered useless by the existing
conditions and had free time and impulse for excitement.
Many of them were individually recognised by our respondents
as vehlar (chronic do - nothings) or vagabonds—awaaragardi
karde san. Sons of the Jat Sikhs were not inclined to do manual

‘
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Jabour. Whether it was view, 185
the terrorist movement pm‘?;;:;a:n OPPO“_IUlitY Oran escape,
in the face of an explanation of this mof‘l,m - The data flies
from un.employ.ment of the educateg younmm 3 resulting
disturbing pointer to an unexplored ng It may be 5
disorganisation in Punjab that our respo mi{f of social
board identified by name a majority of those wli:ocms e
terrorism mcluding the leaders as haVi.ng joined f ’t'DC‘k to
adventure” - Shaukia taur te or for making mon, or “fun or
ral gayee see” (the adolescent riffraff had ez‘edl;dnmm
respondents stated. “They were enamoregd of)?,, e as the
were told again and again. Access to Weapons Sﬂchp::sm'(we
Assault Rifles appeared to provide to the powerl 47
“entitlement to power”. o A

It was like acquiring th aspired
masculinity in the context of the gend?:r m&fsagzs containf:c;

in the political discourse.
The more resourceful entrepreneurs in the vi
to take advantage of the clout o?the Kharku Sin;h:n;g:ht:nﬁ
fashion as they were inclined to use their police connecﬁoré
or powerful kinsmen in their conflicts, settling scores with the
adversaries or in pursuit of other material and power interests
'Yet it seemed that in the beginning many people were incljne(i
to accept at face value the reasons which the “mundey” gave
for their acts. The individuals in the movement were not
significant in the context of the legitimising ideology behind
the acts of terrorism. Therefore a belief persisted that the
motivation was religio-political to begin with: the degeneration
came later. The “fighters” described themselves and were
referred to by others, as Bhais and Babas (terms of respect:
the venerated, wise or the saintly). However, on person to
person identification, none of them was known to have a
religious orientation, let alone a fundamentalist bent of mind.
Their commands relating to social codes were viewed as
points for demonstrative assertion of power. Practically no
“fighter” came to the notice of the villagers for articulation of
a political or religious issue except in terms of symbolic
reference to the dominating presence of the Singhs. We have
seen that as per the ruling impulses of the “fighters”, the terror
and violence related largely to matters of personal or family
disputes, vendetta, mercenary interests, sexual gratification
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eral assertion O
:ﬁ?agi? This also led in some cases

. killings- .
‘ﬁ vg]iraf\agraei;srtldthe nofmal expectation 1n such a struggle
u

and sovereignty of the Sikhs, it
for achiev_ement of frfee(:(g::e cople of that community itsel
was amazing that in fact €0 7 killed by the terrori
orst victims. 78% of those killed by the terrorists
hecame e Gikhs. The self image of the macho Jat Sikh,
in our area Were ' rdian of personal and family honour,
known as a vengeful guardian o1 p : !
was shattered when the male members fmlgd to protect their
women from the depredations of the preying gangs. Shame
and revulsion among our respondents was mgrked by cryptic
references to the demand for a]monc.1§, dest .gkee and milk
considered essential for enhancing virility which the “boys”
relished. Hindus were targetted as .the ‘other’ from the
beginning, but the thrust was on forcing tl}em to flee. The
migration of Hindu traders appeared to promise new economic
opportunities to some others. Yet tl_tq evidence pointed to
sympathy with the beleaguered families and the efforts to
maintain old ties. ‘

What strikes most, however, is the preponderance of Jats
in every aspect of terrorism whether in terms of the caste
background of the terrorists and the victims or the context of
disputes and actions. Even in the case of migrants, Jats
constituted the second largest category. Since about two
thirds of the Sikhs belonged to Jat caste, their centrality in the
phenomenon may on the face of it appear to be axiomatic.
What the field view suggests, however, is a close relation of
the social dynamics among the Jats with the emergent character
of terrorist violence. This view is different from the sponsoring
ideology of Khalistan. The social scientists trying to make
sense of the phenomenon may well benefit from social
anthropological studies of Jat Sikhs. There may be a point in
probing how far the difference between the character and
social location of the ideologues and the participants was a
factor in turning this apparently pre-organisational movement
into one of violent actions far removed from ideological
claims.

We have noticed cases of spontaneous and organised
resistance against the terrorists particularly by the Communists

ower and dominance in their
to inter-group and intra-

e
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resistance, passive but large

scooters, making n-act(,rlsarg un,f::;?é thmuég:ﬂ:gl]ing of their
denying the “boys” shelter and finy] ting the tyres,
information to the police. It was foung g‘a]:m\;:dmg Crucial
effectively chased the terrorists, kiJj ed themy _w] en the police
and the movement collapsed, there was ap ml‘ncoal‘ge numbers
of relief in our villages. Atrocities i nceaulled sense
and the killing of suspects in fake éncounters ;gt e police
respondents. Repeated references were made ¢, te our
becoming an industry for policemen. Yet at the endmfns e
night as we have noticed there was a marked ratig 0 ‘the
for hard state approach in dealing w nalisation

It was amazing for the people that when the police r;:ll\lr:
to act, it was possible to tackle the situation so fast during

1991-92. In response to our queries many of

wondered: why did the government azd mf;rﬁciozgxg
in that fashion earlier? At least in three villages we were
confronted with a question posed to us: Was this long time
allowance for anarchy a part of some grand design?

It is significant that following the end of the terrorist
violence what struck the people most was not only the
c<?11apse of Khalistan movement but also the virtual
disappearance of “the logic of the struggle”, which the
spokesmen of the movement had advanced. It made little
impact on the agricultural production in the Punjab. Despite
some incidents of mass killings of migrant Hindu labourers
thei.r regular influx in Punjab remained uninterrupted even
c!urmg the days of terrorism. And surprisingly there has been
little evidence of cultural sympathy which failed insurgencies
often evoke in the form of literature on battles, idealism,
hferoism or the vision of the fighters. But how and why was
violence on such a scale sustained in Punjab for so long? It
remains a nagging question. In fact, the study may raise more
questions than it answers.
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